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Marine 1st Lt. Dustin Ferrell, at his home at Camp Lejeune, N.C., was awarded the Purple Heart after a Humvee
crash in Iraq left him badly injured. The Marine Corps later said the award had been given in error.

BY CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT

The Washington Post

T
he story of Marine Staff
Sgt. Robert Arellano’s
wound is not exactly
heroic. He was sitting in a
tent in southern Iraq

when the 9 mm handgun he was
repairing went off, sending a bullet
through his left leg.

That’s why his heart sank in
spring 2003, when he heard that he
would receive the Purple Heart as
he recovered at the National Naval
Medical Center in Bethesda, Md.

“I told them I didn’t think I
deserved it,” said Arellano, 38, of
Oceanside, Calif. The thought of
wearing a medal he didn’t earn
“was eating me alive.”

Then a letter arrived two months
ago making things worse.

SEE PURPLE ON PAGE 5
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States

Robert Blake trial: A key prosecu-
tion witness in the Los Angeles mur-

der trial of actor Robert Blake backed
off of a claim that Blake tried to hire
him to kill his wife and admitted he was

a heavy user of cocaine and had experi-
enced paranoid delusions.

Retired stuntman Gary McLarty, 64, told
jurors Monday he met with Blake a few
months before Bonny Lee Bakley was
killed, but did not even know the woman’s
name afterward and had only inferred that
Blake wanted her dead.

“A lot of people want to strangle their
wives at times,” McLarty said, “and it was
possible he was just venting his anger.”

Under prosecution questioning Monday,
McLarty said Blake complained to him
about Bakley, showed him where she lived
at his home and pointed out a place where
“someone could go up the stairs at night and
pop her.”

Case against Jackson: A death in the fami-
ly of pop star Michael Jackson’s lead de-
fense attorney has delayed jury selection in
the molestation case by a week.

In Santa Maria, Calif., Superior Court
Judge Rodney S. Melville rescheduled ques-
tioning Monday of prospective jurors to
Feb. 14. Another defense attorney, Brian
Oxman, said a sister of attorney Thomas
Mesereau Jr. had died, but that he could not
go into details because of the gag order on at-
torneys in the case.

In another development, the judge agreed
to a request by attorneys for news organiza-
tions covering the case to allow reporters to
view questionnaires answered last week by
prospective jurors.

Church scam: A preacher has been con-
victed of stealing nearly $9 million from hun-
dreds of small, black churches across the
country by promising them big returns on
small investments.

Abraham Kennard was found guilty Mon-
day by a federal jury in Rome, Ga., on 116
counts, including fraud and evasion.

Prosecutors said Kennard claimed his
company was developing Christian resorts
around the country. He told preachers that
for a fee of a few thousand dollars, their
churches could be “members” of his compa-
ny.

New commerce secretary: Carlos Gutier-
rez, the former chief executive of cereal
giant Kellogg, was sworn in Monday in
Washington as the nation’s 35th commerce
secretary.

On his first day on the job, Gutierrez
spoke to employees at Commerce Depart-
ment headquarters, pledging to build on the
record of President Bush’s first commerce
chief, Donald Evans, who resigned to return
to Texas.

“Through our efforts to open markets, we
can work together with other departments
and Congress to strengthen America’s econ-
omy,” Gutierrez said in brief remarks.

Conjoined twins operations: Ahmed Ibra-
him, one of the formerly conjoined Egyptian
twins, was doing well following a four-hour
surgery to reconstruct his skull, surgeons
said.

The surgery, performed Monday at Medi-
cal City Children’s Hospital in Dallas, was
the latest in a series of steps to ensure
long-term survival for the 3-year-old twins,
Ahmed and Mohamed Ibrahim. Mohamed’s
surgery to reconstruct his skull is set for
March 9.

The boys, born joined at the tops of their
heads, were separated in October 2003 at
Children’s Medical Center Dallas.

Couple accused of torture: A couple ac-
cused of subjecting five of their adopted chil-
dren to torture that included beating them
with hammers and pulling their toenails out
with pliers agreed Monday to be returned to

Florida to face charges.
John and Linda Dollar were captured Fri-

day in Utah after authorities tracked them
through their cell phones. They face charg-
es of aggravated child abuse.

The couple went on the run after all seven
of their adopted children were removed
from their home last month in the Tampa
area.

Kevorkian in jail: Assisted-suicide advo-
cate Jack Kevorkian is back in prison after
undergoing surgery for a double hernia, his
attorney said Monday.

Mayer Morganroth said Kevorkian re-
turned to the Thumb Correctional Facility
in Lapeer, Mich., on Sunday. Morganroth
said Kevorkian will receive some follow-up
treatment, but he didn’t know if it would be
at the prison or elsewhere.

Kevorkian, 76, is serving a 10- to 25-year
sentence for second-degree murder after
being convicted of giving a fatal injection to
a Lou Gehrig’s disease patient in 1998.

An outspoken advocate of doctor-assisted
suicide for the terminally ill, Kevorkian has
said he assisted in at least 130 deaths.

Business

WorldCom fraud allegations: The former
chief financial officer of WorldCom Inc. de-
scribed ex-CEO Bernard Ebbers as directly
involved in the $11 billion accounting fraud
that sank the telecommunications giant.

Scott Sullivan, the star government wit-
ness in Ebbers’ federal fraud trial, also de-
scribed his boss as so fanatical about cost
control he once complained employees
were stealing coffee from the office.

Sullivan testified Monday that he had per-
sonally cooked the
books at WorldCom to
bring expenses, reve-
nues and earnings per
share in line with Wall
Street estimates.

Sullivan is the linch-
pin of the federal case
against Ebbers, who is
accused in a federal in-
dictment of fraud, con-
spiracy and false regu-
latory filings — charg-
es that carry up to 85
years in prison upon
conviction.

Sullivan pleaded guilty last year and
agreed to testify against Ebbers, hoping his
cooperation might win him a lighter prison
sentence.

World

Milosevic tribunal: Two lawyers appoint-
ed to assist former Yugoslav President
Milosevic in his war
crimes trial at the
Hague cannot with-
draw from the case, tri-
bunal President The-
odor Meron has ruled.

British lawyers
Steven Kay and Gillian
Higgins have asked to
back out of the land-
mark case.

Milosevic, who faces
66 counts of war
crimes during a decade
of Balkan wars, refuses
to recognize the legality of the tribunal and
calls it anti-Serbian and a tool of his oppo-
nents in the Western governments.

Sri Lankan rebels: Sri Lanka’s govern-
ment denied any involvement Tuesday in
the killings of a top Tamil Tiger guerrilla
leader and five others, which rebels blamed
on paramilitary soldiers.

Tamil Tiger leader E. Kausalyan was
killed Monday as he traveled to the eastern
town of Batticaloa, about 135 miles east of
Colombo, military spokesman Brig. Daya
Ratnayake said.

In a statement, the government con-
demned the killings, saying the attack was
aimed at disrupting “the positive post-tsuna-
mi atmosphere of increasing cooperation be-
tween the government of Sri Lanka and Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamileelam on humanitari-
an issues.”

Dutch terror case: Dutch prosecutors on
Tuesday accused 16 alleged Kurdish rebels
of membership in a group which plotted ter-
rorist attacks, kidnappings and militant ac-
tivity against the Turkish state, in the first
major Dutch case of its kind.

Six defendants appeared in court in the
Netherlands for a pretrial hearing and faced
additional charges of passport forgery and
money laundering with the aim of “destroy-
ing the political and economic structure of a
country (Turkey),” prosecutor John Lucas
said.

The case began with the arrest of 38 sus-
pected rebels at an alleged training camp in
November.

All suspects are accused of knowingly sup-
porting the violent aims of the PKK, a Kurdi-
sh rebel group seeking autonomy in south-
east Turkey.

Stories and photo from wire services

Afghan plane crash: An International Security Assistance Force Dutch Apache helicopter

hovers Monday over the debris of the crashed Afghan Kam Air Boeing 737 on a snowy

mountain in Chaperi, 19 miles southeast of Kabul, Afghanistan. Relentless snowfall dashed

the hopes of desperate relatives that the first bodies could be retrieved from the wreckage,

five days after the aircraft hit a mountain with 104 people on board — including six Ameri-

cans. NATO soldiers on Monday found human remains but no survivors at the crash site.

Milosevic

Sullivan
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The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,450
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,107
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department
said. The figures include four
military civilians.

The AP count is five higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
a.m. EST Monday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20; Po-
land, 16; Ukraine, 16; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 1,312 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 998 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

� A Marine was killed Sun-
day in Iraq’s Babil province.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

� Marine Lance Cpl. Travis
M. Wichlacz, 22, West Bend,
Wis.; died Saturday in Iraq’s
Babil province; assigned to Ma-
rine Forces Reserve’s 2nd Bat-
talion, 24th Marine Regiment,
4th Marine Division, Milwau-
kee, Wis.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Rich-
ard C. Clifton, 19, Milford,
Del.; died Thursday in Iraq’s
Anbar province; assigned to
2nd Battalion, 5th Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division, I
Marine Expeditionary Force,
Marine Corps Base Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

BY JASON KEYSER

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A suicide bomb-
er blew himself up in a crowd of
Iraqis outside an army recruit-
ment center Tuesday, killing 21
other people and injuring 27
more, the U.S. military said. It
was the deadliest attack in the
Iraqi capital since last week’s
election.

There were conflicting reports
about the attack, which occurred
at an Iraqi National Guard head-
quarters at the Muthana airfield.

Iraqi officials blamed the explo-
sion on mortar fire and officials at
Baghdad’s al-Yarmouk Hospital
said they had received 16 bodies
from the scene, all of them army
recruits.

But witnesses reported only
one explosion, and the U.S. mili-
tary said the blast was caused by
a suicide bomber.

The al-Qaida in Iraq terror
group, led by Jordanian militant
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, claimed
responsibility for the attack in an
Internet statement.

“This is the beginning of the es-
calation we promised you,” said
the statement posted on an Islam-
ic Web site. The claim’s authentic-
ity couldn’t be verified.

Elsewhere, three police offic-
ers were killed in clashes in Bagh-
dad’s western Ghazaliya neigh-
borhood, scene of numerous
clashes and assassinations over
the past six months.

Also Tuesday, assailants
sprayed a politician’s car with
gunfire, killing two of the man’s
sons, an Interior Ministry official
said. The politician, Mithal
al-Alusi, who heads the Nation
party, escaped unhurt.

He gained notoriety last year
after he was expelled from the
Iraqi National Congress party for

attending a terrorism conference
in Israel. Al-Alusi is one of the
candidates who ran in Iraq’s land-
mark Jan. 30 elections.

On Monday, gunmen killed an
Iraqi chef employed by U.S. forc-
es at Baghdad International Air-
port, hospital officials said Tues-
day.

In Mosul, two Kurdish politi-
cians were also gunned down
Monday, said an official from the
Kurdistan Democratic Party.

The violence is picking up
again in the Iraqi capital follow-
ing the elections, when a massive
security crackdown prevented in-
surgents from launching major at-
tacks. Iraqis chose a 275-member
National Assembly and provin-
cial councils, as well as a regional
parliament in the Kurdish-con-
trolled north.

Final results of the election are
expected this week. The latest

partial returns released Tuesday
showed a Kurdish ticket had
moved into second place behind a
coalition of Shiite religious par-
ties, relegating a faction led by
U.S.-backed interim Prime Minis-
ter Ayad Allawi to third place.

Also Tuesday, a militant group
claimed in an Internet statement
that it has executed a female Ital-
ian journalist abducted in Bagh-
dad for spying on “holy fighters.”

There was no way to verify the
authenticity of the statement,
which offered no proof that Giuli-
ana Sgrena, a 56-year-old report-
er, had been held by the group.
She was kidnapped by gunmen
on Friday in Baghdad.

Tuesday’s attacks were the lat-
est sign that insurgents are step-
ping up their assault on Iraq’s se-
curity forces, which the United
States hopes can assume a great-
er role once a newly elected gov-
ernment takes office.

A day earlier, a suicide bomber
also wandered into a crowd of
Iraqi policemen near a hospital in
the northern city of Mosul, killing
12 officers.

The attacks by bombers on foot
point to a shift in rebel tactics, as
concrete blast walls and road-
blocks have made it harder for
guerrillas to strike at Iraqi securi-
ty forces with car bombs.

The bombings, shootings and
kidnappings have shattered a
brief downturn in violence after
the elections, the first nationwide
balloting since the fall of Saddam
in April 2003.

Election officials acknowl-
edged thousands of people in the
Sunni-dominated Mosul area who
wanted to vote during the ballot-
ing were unable to because of se-
curity. Fewer than a third of the
planned 330 polling centers in
Mosul and the surrounding prov-
ince managed to open on election
day, officials said.

NATO on verge of expanding
peacekeeping in Afghanistan

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

Baghdad blast leaves 21 dead, 27 injured

BY PAUL AMES

The Associated Press

NICE, France — NATO is
close to announcing a major ex-
pansion of its peacekeeping mis-
sion in Afghanistan by sending
troops into the western sector of
the country along the border
with Iran.

Defense ministers from the al-
liance were expected to agree on
the plans at a meeting Wednes-
day and Thursday in this Riviera
resort city.

The western deployment will
be a significant step in plans for
NATO to extend its operation
across the whole of Afghanistan
by early 2006, replacing or inte-
grating the U.S.-led combat
force that invaded in the country
in 2001 to topple the Taliban re-
gime.

Expanding the NATO force
could free up U.S. forces for

Iraq, although Washington will
keep troops in Afghanistan to
serve with the NATO mission
and to continue hunting Osama
bin Laden and other al-Qaida
leaders believed hiding in moun-
tainous Afghan-Pakistan border
lands.

NATO military planners have
struggled for months to find Euro-
pean nations willing to commit
troops needed to expand the
8,500-strong International Securi-
ty Assistance Force into the west.

Under the latest plans, Italy
will join the United States in pro-
viding the core of the western
mission, based in the city of
Herat. U.S., Spanish and Lithua-
nian troops will deploy to three
other western cities.

Diplomats at NATO headquar-
ters expect the deployment of
several hundred troops to the
west to be completed ahead of
parliamentary elections due to
be held by May.

Prime Minister Tony Blair
said Tuesday he hoped that inter-
national support for training
Iraqi security forces would
broaden at the summit.

Giving evidence to a commit-
tee of lawmakers, Blair said he
expected members to strike an
agreement at the meeting.

“I think you may find that at
the NATO meeting at the end of
February we get an agreement
on help for training the Iraqi se-
curity forces,” Blair said.

“I hope that that we will see
some of the countries that have
not been involved in either the
conflict in Iraq or its aftermath
joining that training exercise,”
he said.

NATO has about 80 soldiers in
Baghdad assisting in training
Iraqi security forces. Germany,
France, Belgium, Greece and
Spain are not taking part in the
mission.

Big Red One turns over
its mission to 42nd ID

Stars and Stripes

The 1st Infantry Division offi-
cially handed over its aircraft sup-
port mission to the 42nd Infantry
Division on Feb. 2 at Forward Op-
erating Base Speicher, Iraq, as
the Big Red One took another
step in wrapping up its time in
the country.

The 1st ID’s 4th Aviation Bri-
gade commander, Col. Walter
Golden, transferred authority of
the mission to Lt. Col. Mark
Burke, commander of the 42nd
Aviation Brigade, in a short cere-
mony on the base in north central
Iraq.

“You are off to a great start es-
tablishing a commendable reputa-
tion for aviation mission sup-
port,” Golden said in a 1st ID
news release.

Maj. Gen. John Batiste, 1st ID’s
Task Force Danger commander,
said during the ceremony that he

was confident the 42nd’s units
would carry forward work start-
ed by the 1st ID. The units in-
clude the 1st Battalion, 150th Avi-
ation Regiment; 1st Battalion,
17th Cavalry Regiment; 642nd
Aviation Support Battalion; and
Headquarters and Headquarters
Company.

“You have already made a
name for yourself since you ar-
rived and you will continue to pro-
vide world-class aerial support,”
he said in the release.

Burke complimented the 4th
Aviation Brigade on its work dur-
ing the past year and vowed the
42nd would continue to perform
just as well.

“We have been preparing for
this mission since this last May,
and now we are fully prepared
thanks to the efforts of the 4th Avi-
ation Brigade,” he said during the
ceremony. “You can be sure that
all your efforts will not be in
vain.”

Hospital workers bring

a body into the

al-Yarmouk hospital

Tuesday after a blast

shook an Iraqi army

recruiting center in

Baghdad. A suicide

bomber blew himself

up in a crowd of Iraqis

outside an army

recruitment center

leaving 21 others dead

and injuring 27 more,

U.S. officials said.

It was the deadliest

attack in the Iraqi

capital since last

week’s election.

AP

Bomber targets Iraqi recruiters
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Celebrating
Mardi Gras
in Baghdad

Above: A Humvee from Louisiana’s
256th Brigade is decorated as a float
for a Mardi Gras parade Sunday at
Camp Liberty in Baghdad. The
National Guard soldiers celebrated
Mardi Gras two days early so that the
maximum number of soldiers could
participate. Right: First Lt. Forrest
Tuckett of Rayville, La., holds up a
coin and a cup full of candy he c
ollected during Camp Liberty’s Mardi
Gras parade. The parade was followed
by a meal of chicken and sausage
gumbo, red beans and rice, and King
cake. They also had cold beer, donat-
ed by Anheuser Busch Companies for
Super Bowl parties, but commanders
decided to combine the celebrations.

AP photos

Shootings of civilians
tests GIs, U.S. image

BY DIONNE SEARCEY

Newsday

MOSUL, Iraq — The taxi rolled
slowly down a wide street in the
northwest industrial neighbor-
hood, past the row of shuttered
auto parts shops, a muddy vacant
lot and a deserted soccer field,
transporting 5-year-old Hakam
and his father to the Al-Sina’i dis-
trict in the south.

Suddenly about 20 uniformed
paratroopers of the 82nd Air-
borne Division appeared across
the median. Breathless and jit-
tery, the men were walking back
to camp after a harrowing morn-
ing in which one of their soldiers
was shot by a sniper. Half the
troops raised their hands and sig-
naled the taxi to halt.

The car slowed, but then it sped
up. In line with their rules of en-
gagement, the troops opened fire,
blowing out three of the four win-
dows, two tires, and ripping
through the windshield and hood
of the Volkswagen sedan.

“Cease-fire!” one of the sol-
diers yelled, and all was quiet.

From inside the pockmarked
car, the driver, a tall balding man
with a bullet hole in his chest, un-
latched his door and stumbled to
the curb. The father got out, too,
blood covering his face and soak-
ing his black wool sweater. The
back door opened and
round-faced Hakam with an in-
jured hand stepped from the car,
looked at the troops and started to
sob.

The incident on the sunny after-
noon of Jan. 25 was one of a
half-dozen such over several
weeks in the Mosul area, accord-
ing to soldiers.

Finding a way to deal with the
shootings is a matter of urgency,
but for the soldiers, who fear the
very real danger of suicide car
bombers at practically every
street corner, there is no obvious
solution.

The problem has expanded
since the arrival here of the 82nd
Airborne because of the way this
unit is deployed. The paratroop-
ers dismount from their vehicles
and walk their beat, unlike their
predecessors who patrolled the
northwest sector in lumbering,
easy-to-spot Stryker armored ve-
hicles.

Addressing the issue is all the
more difficult because senior mili-
tary officials in Washington and
Baghdad said they do not collect
overall statistics on these types of
incidents. They let battle captains
on the ground decide how best to
handle their operations.

The airborne soldiers who shot
up the taxi on “Dixie” followed
the rules, their commander said,
even though the outcome was re-
grettable.

Whether the military is able to
figure out the lessons of the inci-
dent with the taxi, the scene will
be indelibly engraved in the
minds of those who witnessed it.

By the time soldiers took the
three to the hospital, their condi-
tions were stable.

U.S. flies wounded Ukrainian soldiers home

BERLIN — The U.S. Air Force flew three Ukrainian soldiers home
to Kiev on Tuesday after they were treated at a U.S. military hospital
in Germany for wounds suffered in Iraq, a spokeswoman said.

The three soldiers departed from Ramstein Air Base aboard a C-130
Hercules after being treated at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center,
Ramstein spokeswoman Erin Zagursky said.

The men were wounded Jan. 9 in an explosion at an ammunition
dump in Iraq that killed eight of their comrades.

They were among five Ukrainian soldiers wounded in the incident
who were treated at Landstuhl for shrapnel wounds, said hospital
spokeswoman Marie Shaw.

Two others remain at the hospital and are in stable condition.

From the Associated Press

$1B U.S. Embassy in Iraq may be scaled back
BY PAULINE JELINEK

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Plans for
the largest U.S. Embassy in the
world — a $1 billion compound en-
visioned for Iraq’s capital — may
be shrinking even before it has
been built.

About $660 million for construc-
tion of a fortified complex is ex-
pected to be included in Presi-
dent Bush’s request to Congress
for some $80 billion the adminis-
tration says it needs in Iraq and
Afghanistan through September,
according to congressional aides
from both parties.

They spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the spending re-
quest has yet to be released. It
could go to Capitol Hill this week.

The $1 billion figure had arisen
in discussions involving the State
Department and congressional of-
ficials over the past year, but the
White House did not submit a re-
quest for funds, the aides said.

Last year, when the depart-
ment was preparing to set up tem-
porary facilities for post-occupa-
tion diplomacy, officials said the
Baghdad mission would include
700 Iraqi employees and 1,000
Americans. The U.S. contingent

would cover employees of the
CIA, the Defense Department,
the Commerce Department and
about a dozen federal agencies be-
sides the State Department.

No numbers on the size of the
permanent mission have been an-
nounced.

By comparison, one of the larg-
est U.S. missions is in Moscow,
where an embassy spokesman
said there are 350 Americans. As-
signed to the U.S. Embassy in
Tokyo are 250 Americans from 20
government agencies, a spokes-
man there said.

A diplomatic compound being

built in Beijing is estimated to
cost $275 million. Those con-
structed in 2003 in Kenya and
Tanzania — where terrorists
bombed the embassies in 1998 —
cost $68 million and $40 million,
respectively, officials said at the
time.

It was unclear whether the
higher expenses in Baghdad
would stem from the need for
housing inside the compound, the
high number of employees or
some other cause.

The site is expected to be in the
heavily fortified Green Zone,
where U.S. government employ-
ees live and work. That would put

it near where the United States
had its embassy before diplomat-
ic relations were broken with
Iraq in 1990 over its invasion of
Kuwait.

The idea of building a large per-
manent facility in Iraq has detrac-
tors, who say this may not be the
time, and Baghdad not the place,
for such a project.

“A huge U.S. embassy does not
fit the political mood of Iraq and I
think it sends the wrong mes-
sage,” said Frederick Barton, a
former official of the U.N. refu-
gee agency and U.S. Agency for
International Development who
now is with the Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies.

Baghdad mission could be the largest American complex in the world

PAGE 4 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · Wednesday, February 9, 2005



PURPLE, FROM PAGE 1

The Purple Heart pinned on him nearly
two years earlier had been “an administra-
tive error” because his wound was not
“caused directly or indirectly by enemy ac-
tion.” Ten other Marines who sustained
noncombat injuries got the same news,
from the office of the commandant of the
Marine Corps.

For a branch of the service that consid-
ers itself the most rigorous in the awarding
of medals, such revocations are exception-
ally rare, according to military historians
and veterans. And for the 11 Marines, this
was a final indignity added to the injuries
they suffered in a war zone.

Even worse, they said, in a culture in
which careers are chronicled by decorations
on uniforms, was the shame they felt at hav-
ing worn the medals for almost two years.

“It was a slap in the face. The way it was
handled was atrocious,” said 1st Lt. Dustin
Ferrell, who was badly injured when his
Humvee crashed into an Army truck. Gen.
William Nyland, assistant commandant of
the Marine Corps, pinned the medal on his
green hospital gown at the Bethesda medi-
cal center.

The Purple Heart, based on an award
created by George Washington, is be-
stowed much more frequently than medals
such as the Silver and Bronze stars, which
are given for exceptional acts of heroism
and are based on nominations. Purple
Hearts are awarded to those who meet
guidelines for having sustained injuries re-
lated to combat with enemy forces.

Still, Cpl. Travis Eichelberger, 22, was
featured on the local news and it seemed
like everyone in his home town of Atchi-
son, Kan., knew he had been awarded the
medal. He even received the state-issued
Purple Heart license plate when he bought
his new GMC truck in 2003.

“When you wear it, people look at you
and give you respect,” said Eichelberger,
still recovering from a broken pelvis and in-
testinal damage from being run over by an
Abrams tank. “And now it’s been taken
away from us. What are we supposed to tell
people? If they don’t know the story, it
makes us look as if we were lying.”

The mistake grew out of confusion over
the circumstances of the injuries, specifi-
cally the difference between wounds sus-
tained in a combat zone and those caused
by hostile action, said Charles Mugno,
head of the Marine Corps Awards Branch.
The injured Marines were among the first
wave of casualties to return from Iraq, he
said, and there was a rush to honor them.

Ferrell was injured in the first days of
the war when his Humvee, racing through
the desert at night to secure a bridge in Na-

siriyah, crashed into an Army truck. The
driver was killed and two others were se-
verely injured.

It was unclear from the casualty reports
whether Ferrell deserved the award,
Mugno said. An e-mail from an administra-
tive officer said that he probably did meet
the criteria, but it also was inconclusive.

Once the Marines Corps realized the
error, it had no choice but to remove the
awards from the Marines’ records, offi-
cials said. They did not require that the
medals be returned.

“The most important point is that the re-
vocation was the right thing to do in order
to maintain the sanctity and the special-
ness of the award,” said Lt. Col. T.V.
Johnson, a Marine Corps spokesman.

Purple Hearts have triggered controver-
sy before, most recently in the 2004 presi-
dential campaign. Some veterans chal-
lenged the three Purple Hearts, as well as
the Silver Star, that Democratic nominee
Sen. John F. Kerry received for his service
as a Navy swift boat commander in the
Vietnam War.

Arellano said he felt so guilty about the
medal that he refused to wear it.

Knowing the fierce emotions surround-
ing military decorations, Arellano felt like
a fraud wearing his medal. So when it was
finally taken off his official record, “it re-
lieved me of my guilt,” he said.

“Nobody’s perfect, and a lot of people
make mistakes,” he said.

“But when it’s such high-ranking offic-
ers, they should know better.”

Ferrell felt the same way. With no memo-
ry of how he was injured, Ferrell said, he
was told by medical staff that the Humvee
he had been riding in was hit by a rock-
et-propelled grenade. About three months
later, as the rest of his unit returned to
Camp Lejeune, N.C., he learned what had
really happened: There had been no RPG,
his fellow Marines told him. He was in a
traffic accident.

After hearing that his Humvee crashed
into an Army truck, Ferrell felt that he still
deserved to wear the medal, even if the cir-
cumstances under which it was awarded
had changed. He was in a combat zone,
after all, with the war raging all around.

When it was revoked, he felt as if he had
“disgraced” himself by wearing it in front
of his fellow Marines, and he chastised
higher-ups for the mistake.

“I would not dishonor that medal or my-
self by wearing the thing again, though
sloppy admin allowed me to wear it and
shame myself at TWO Marine Corps Birth-
day Balls,” he wrote in an angry e-mail to
an administrative officer last month.

Bobbye Pratt of The Washington Post contributed
to this report.

BY STEPHEN J. HEDGES

Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON — The pace of training
and combat required of U.S. troops in Iraq
is prompting the Army to quadruple its pro-
duction of small-arms ammunition com-
pared with prewar levels, a move intended
to stave off an ammunition shortage like
the one the Pentagon faced last summer.

The Army within months will award
manufacturing contracts for ammunition
used in its M-16 and M-4 rifles and .50-cali-
ber guns. Since shortly after the Vietnam
War, that ammunition has been made at
only one location in the United States, the
sprawling Lake City Army Ammunition
Plant in Independence, Mo.

But the intensified training of troops, par-
ticularly National Guard and Reserve units
that find themselves in hostile situations
throughout Iraq, has meant units are quick-
ly running through the Pentagon’s ammuni-
tion stockpiles. Last summer the Defense
Department turned to ammunition makers
in South Korea, Canada and Israel to sup-
plement the weapons stocks.

The expanded contracts are another indi-
cation of just how intense the conflicts in
Iraq and Afghanistan have become, espe-
cially compared with the original expecta-
tions of military leaders and planners.

“We have had in the past shortages in
small- and medium-caliber ammunition,”
said Col. Mark Rider, project manager for
maneuver ammunition systems at Picatin-
ny Arsenal in New Jersey. Rider is responsi-
ble for the Army’s small arms ammunition.

Production of 5.56 mm and 7.62 mm
rounds will jump from 400 million rounds
in 1999 to 1.8 billion this year. Most of
those will be made by Alliant Techsystems
at the Lake City arsenal.

The cost of that ammunition, and expand-
ed production, has more than doubled
from $124.5 million in fiscal year 1999 to
$285 million this year, including $100 mil-
lion in supplemental funds provided by
Congress directly for operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan. An additional $185 mil-
lion in supplemental funds for ammunition
is expected this year.

The Purple Heart

The Purple Heart was established by
Gen. George Washington at Newburgh,
New York, on 7 August 1782, during the
Revolutionary War. It was re-estab-
lished by the President of the United
States per War Department General Or-
ders 3, 1932, and is currently awarded
pursuant to Executive Order 11016, 25
April 1962, Executive Order 12464, 23
February 1984 and Public Law 98-525,
19 October 1984.

a. The Purple Heart is awarded in the
name of the President of the United
States to any member of an Armed
Force or any civilian national* of the
United States who, while serving under
competent authority in any capacity
with one of the U.S. Armed Services
after 5 April 1917, has been wounded or
killed, or who has died or may hereafter
die after being wounded-

(1) In any action against an enemy of
the United States.

(2) In any action with an opposing
armed force of a foreign country in
which the Armed Forces of the United
States are or have been engaged.

(3) While serving with friendly for-
eign forces engaged in an armed con-
flict against an opposing armed force in
which the United States is not a belliger-
ent party.

(4) As a result of an act of any such
enemy of opposing armed forces.

(5) As the result of an act of any hos-
tile foreign force.

(6) After 28 March 1973, as a result of
an international terrorist attack against
the United States or a foreign nation
friendly to the United States, recog-
nized as such an attack by the Secretary
of Army, or jointly by the Secretaries of
the separate armed services concerned
if persons from more than one service
are wounded in the attack.

(7) After 28 March 1973, as a result of
military operations while serving out-
side the territory of the United States as
part of a peacekeeping force.

b. While clearly an individual decora-
tion, the Purple Heart differs from all
other decorations in that an individual
is not “recommended” for the decora-
tion; rather he or she is entitled to it
upon meeting specific criteria.

* Amended in 1997 to limit to mem-
bers of the armed services only

Source: Paragraph 2-8, Army Regulation
600-8-22 (Military Awards)

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A federal judge on
Monday dismissed a lawsuit challenging
the Army’s right to force soldiers to serve
past the dates of their enlistments, the
so-called stop-loss policy that can keep
men and women in uniform during war or
national emergencies.

Spc. David Qualls had sought a prelimi-
nary injunction to prevent the Army from
forcing him to remain on active duty, claim-
ing his enlistment contract was mislead-
ing. He signed up for a one-year stint in the
Arkansas National Guard in July 2003 but
was later told he would remain on active
duty in Iraq until 2005.

U.S. District Judge Royce C. Lamberth
for the District of Columbia said the enlist-
ment contract does notify those who sign
up that the government could extend their
terms of service. While acknowledging
minimal harm to the Army if he ordered
Qualls released, Lamberth said similar
claims could lead to substantial disruption
and diversion of military resources.

The enlistments of an estimated 7,000 ac-
tive-duty soldiers have been extended
under the policy, which the Army says is
needed to provide experienced soldiers for
battle. As many as 40,000 reserve soldiers
could be ordered to stay longer.

DOD expands
production of
ammunition

Command Sgt.
Maj. John Sparks

of the Coalition

Forces Land Com-
ponent Command

visits with Marine

Staff Sgt. Robert

Arellano, a supply
sergeant with 5th

Battalion 11th

Marines on March

29 at the Kuwait
Armed Forces

Hospital. Arellano,

a San Diego na-
tive, was wounded

during Operation

Iraq Freedom and

was receiving
medical attention

from the 865th

Combat Support

Hospital.

Courtesy of the
U.S. Army

Purple: Mistakes anger Marines

U.S. judge rejects
stop-loss lawsuit
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BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

SCHWEINFURT, Germany –
The ground-pounders are coming
home.

Three jetloads of infantry and
armor soldiers from the 1st Infan-
try Division’s 2nd Brigade com-
bat team arrived in Schweinfurt
on Monday after nearly a year of
hot, dirty, bloody work battling
Iraqi insurgents in Saddam Hus-
sein’s hometown of Tikrit.

Hundreds of family members
toting signs and balloons trickled
into the gym at Schweinfurt’s
Conn Barracks to welcome home
their troops at two ceremonies
Monday afternoon and evening.
Two hundred fifty-eight of the sol-
diers came from the 1st Battalion,
18th Infantry Regiment, and 40
represented the 1st Battalion,
77th Armor Regiment.

It was a happy end to a stress-
ful year.

“It’s long overdue,” said Mas-
ter Sgt. Jason Travis as he cud-
dled his 16-month-old daughter,
Anastasia. “It’s great to be
home.”

The 1-18 Infantry patrolled a
relatively calm sector of the
Sunni Triangle, a restive region
north and west of Baghdad that in-
cludes many pockets of rebellion.

That meant soldiers spent
more time on constructive efforts
such as boosting local govern-
ments in Tikrit and nearby villag-
es such as Owja and Wynot while
building new schools and health
clinics. The area saw voter turn-
outs of 80 percent to 90 percent
during the Jan. 31 elections, said
1st Sgt. John Hatley, 36, of Groes-
beck, Texas, the senior noncom-
missioned officer to return Mon-
day.

But it still meant countering al-
most daily attacks by insurgents

using roadside bombs and rock-
et-propelled grenades. Six 1-18 In-
fantry soldiers died in Iraq, four
of them last March in the unit’s
first three weeks patrolling
Tikrit. One of the dead was a pop-
ular company commander, Capt.
John F. “Hans” Kurth, who died
with his driver, Spc. Jason Ford,
in a bomb attack.

“It feels so good not to have to
worry anymore,” said Olga Kur-
viel as she waited for her hus-
band, Sgt. Richard Kurviel of the
1-18 Infantry, with her two chil-
dren, Alexandra, 8, and Ricky, 4.
“Thank God they’re coming home
safe.”

Sgt. 1st Class Rachelle Gatten-
by of the Würzburg-based 67th
Combat Support Hospital waited
with her 5-year-old daughter, Gil-
lian, for her husband, Sgt. 1st
Class Brian Gattenby, a 1-77
Armor soldier who was attached
to the 1-18 Infantry.

She, too, just returned from a
year in Iraq, during which Gillian
stayed with her grandparents in
the United States. Being deployed
near her husband made little dif-
ference. Aside from their two
weeks of rest-and-recuperation
leave, they saw each other only
three times.

“He was eight miles from us,
but it might as well have been 800
miles,” Rachelle Gattenby said.
“It was hard. We supported those
guys from the 1-18 (Infantry). But
we prayed every day they didn’t
show up in the hospital.”

In spite of the hardships, sever-
al soldiers said they had no re-
grets about their mission in Iraq.

“I was proud to be part of this,”
said Richard Kurviel, 26, of San
Antonio. “It’s been an experience
I won’t forget.”

“I’d redeploy with these guys in
a heartbeat,” added Hatley.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
liewers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

1st ID troops welcomed home at several bases
WÜRZBURG, Germany — With the historic

Iraq elections complete, the 1st Infantry Division
troops who stayed to make them safer are now
coming home by the planeload.

Monday’s arrival of 300 troops from the 1st Bat-
talion, 18th Infantry Regiment and the 1st Battal-
ion, 77th Armor Regiment at their home base in
Schweinfurt, was the largest of a flood of homecom-
ings that began late last week.

At least 10 other C-17s loaded with returning Big
Red One troops from 15 units have arrived since
Saturday, said Spc. Rebecca Sharpton, a 1st ID
spokeswoman. Thirteen more are expected in the
next few days.

Other groups of returnees include 77 soldiers
from the 1st Battalion, 7th Field Artillery Regi-

ment, 88 from the 701st Main Support Battalion,
146 from the 1st Battalion, 1st Aviation Regiment,
90 from the 101st Military Intelligence Battalion
and 52 from the Division Support Command.

The flights this time are quite different from
those last year, when the first rotation of troops re-
turned from Iraq. In 2004, most battalion-size
units returned home in two or three large groups
after convoying from Iraq to the port in Kuwait.

This year, though, most Big Red One soldiers
are flying home on Air Force C-17s directly from
the airfield at Tikrit or from Balad as seats are
available. That eliminates a long, dangerous con-
voy ride to Kuwait, and a dull wait of two to three
weeks in one of that country’s desert camps.

— Steve Liewer

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — On
one of their first trips out to sea, it wasn’t
long before most of the Iraqi mariners
couldn’t stomach the Persian Gulf’s rolling
swells and became seasick.

It might have been an inauspicious start
for the newest members of the Iraqi Coast-
al Defense Force, but the mariners have
come a long way since that nauseating day.

While the Iraqis lack experience and re-
sources, U.S. sailors say there is no short-
age of desire and commitment.

“They were very, very enthusiastic,”
said Lt. Rick Evangelista, a combat sys-
tems officer aboard the frigate USS Under-
wood who served as liaison to the Iraqi
coast guard.

“Some of the proficiency wasn’t there
and some of their skills weren’t there, but
they were definitely eager to be out there.”

The Underwood is on its way home to
Mayport, Fla., after a six-month deploy-
ment to the Persian Gulf and the Mediter-
ranean Sea, and a brief stop in Rota. Some
of its sailors worked closely with the Iraqi
coast guard forces.

The 50-member coast guard has im-
proved so much that Evangelista and some
other American sailors believe the Iraqis
could take over the job of protecting and

guarding the country’s coastline and oil
platforms in a year.

At the moment, a U.S.-led coalition takes
on the bulk of that duty with the help of the
Iraqi mariners.

The coast guard has not had the prob-

lems some Iraqi National Guard units have
had with recruiting and corruption. The
coast guard’s training has gone so well that
some top officers with the coalition have ob-
served the units to see why they appear to
have done so well, said Navy Chief War-
rant Officer 3 Mark Willis.

“If you really think about it, one year ago
they really didn’t have a Navy,” said Willis,
who spent a year helping train the coast
guard. “It was gone. Within one year’s
time, they’ve gone from nothing to five op-
erational patrol boats.

“From what they have to work with,
these guys are doing great.”

The reason for the success, Willis said,
appears to be that most of the Iraqis enjoy
what they do, they get a decent wage and
the facilities are better than some of the na-
tional guard units’.

“They like it there,” Willis said. “I think
that is a big part.”

Iraq has five Chinese-made patrol boats
with teams of 10 Iraqi mariners in each.
Every morning, coalition officers go out
with the patrol boats to help them commu-
nicate with other military ships and train
them in seamanship.

Ensign Henry Russell, the frigate’s
boarding team and electrical officer, said
the Iraqis were friendly and eager to even-
tually take over the task of protecting the
country’s critical oil platforms.

“From the beginning when we got there
to when we left, there was a pretty big dif-
ference,” Russell said. “They know exactly
what they have to do.”

And that might include remembering to
bring the seasick medicine.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

PHOTOS BY KRISTEN CHANDLER TOTH/Courtesy of the U.S. Army

Above: Soldiers and family members bow their

heads in prayer shortly before being dismissed

during a welcome home ceremony Monday at

Finney Fitness Center on Conn Barracks in

Schweinfurt, Germany.

Far left: Christina Shockey, welcomes her hus-

band, Spc. Stephen Shockey, with a kiss as the

1st Battalion, 18th Infantry soldier holds his

2-year-old daughter, Hannah.

Left: Sgt. 1st Class Brian Gattenby greets his

apprehensive 5-year-old daughter, Gillian, dur-

ing the welcome home ceremony.

Germany-based units’ return ‘long overdue’

SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

The USS Underwood sits Friday at Naval Station Rota, Spain. The frigate recently

wrapped up a six-month deployment to the Mediterranean Sea and Middle East region

and is on its way home to Mayport, Fla.

After training Iraqi coast guard in Gulf, Underwood heads home
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BY SANDRA JONTZ
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NAVAL AIR STATION SIGONELLA,
Sicily — In spite of their name, sailors of
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit
8 prefer things not to go boom.

“People have a misconception about us.
We try to keep things from exploding.
That’s when we’re doing our job,” said Lt.
Greg Zach, the readiness and training offic-
er of EODMU 8.

An assignment with the Sicily-based unit
guarantees sailors at least one thing, they
said: travel.

Detachments of usu-
ally six members of
“thunderstealers” de-
ploy throughout the
European and Central
commands’ area of re-
sponsibility, from frig-
id locations above the
Arctic Circle, to the
heat of the Horn of Af-
rica and the sands of
Iraq.

Of the unit’s eight
detachments, four cur-
rently are deployed.

The Navy is the only service to require
its EOD technicians to be certified in div-
ing, demolition, parachuting and insertions
and extractions, though the Army and Ma-
rine Corps are adding that training to their
ranks, Zach said.

The specialized training makes the sail-
ors a hot commodity, especially as the na-

tion fights terrorism and trains militaries
of friendly nations to do the same, said
Cmdr. Daniel Donovan, commander of
EODMU 8.

Detachments routinely are loaned to Spe-
cial Operations Command Europe, which
has its contingent of sailors now in Iraq
working alongside Special Forces, Dono-
van said.

And a group of eight now is training
above the Arctic Circle in Norway, honing
skills from ice diving to mine countermea-
sures and working in extreme-weather con-
ditions, Donovan said. More still are on the
USS Emory S. Land in the Gulf of Guinea
to train African nations’ militaries. Others
have taught demining skills to technicians
in Chad and Lebanon.

“We’ve been in 40 countries in the last
two years, in Europe, Africa and the Mid-
dle East,” Donovan said.

Anyone can apply, but with an attrition
rate of about 40 percent, only the cream of
the crop stick around.

“It’s really the top people, the people
who aren’t lazy, the people who are able to
think out of the box, use common sense,
think of different ways to do things,” said
Petty Officer 1st Class Justin Mayo, 26.

“We have to. We usually only get one
chance,” he said, referring to the explosive
side of their business.

EOD-bound sailors go through 51 weeks
of rigorous training that starts with three
months of dive school and includes phys-
ics, medicine, lessons of mixed gas, hyper-
baric chamber operations and small-boat
operations, among other areas of study.

Then it’s on to learning about ground ord-
nance, such as land mines, grenades and
booby traps, and air ordnance, improvised
explosive devices, underwater ordnance
and nuclear weapons, according to a train-
ing manual.

And that’s just the basics.
They’re a group of overachievers, Mayo

said.
“Every day that I come to work, some-

thing gets accomplished,” said Mayo, who
recently learned the Turkish language and
now is working on Italian.

Once in the EOD field, sailors tend to

make the Navy their career, said Master
Chief Petty Officer Stephen Boneau, the
unit’s leading chief petty officer and assis-
tant operations officer.

Boneau, 44, joined the Navy thinking
he’d probably get out after four years of
service. Twenty-six years later, with 20 in
the EOD, he’s nowhere near ready to leave
active duty, he said.

“We’re Type A personalities, very moti-
vated, both physically and mentally,” Bo-
neau said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:
jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY BEN MURRAY

Stars and Stripes

On first hearing it, the concept
may sound too ironic to be true: a
team of sailors assigned to duty in
the middle of the desert, spending
their days working on Army vehi-
cles.

Uh huh. And the Air Force’s
best pilots
have been
signed up for
submarine
duty.

But for 15
crew mem-
bers from the
Navy sub ten-
der and main-
tenance vessel
USS Emory S.
Land, who are
currently working at Camp Bue-
hring in northern Kuwait, the

idea is as real as the sand in their

conspicuously blue coveralls.

Since late January, the team of

metal workers and hull techni-

cians has been working 24 hours

a day in three shifts to weld

armor plating onto its newly

adopted fleet, the hodgepodge of

vehicles used by the Army to sup-

port Operation Iraqi Freedom.
The program is a first for the

Land, and came about late last
year when the Army put out a call
for more welders to up-armor its
convoy vehicles. The request was
forwarded to the Navy.

Because the Land, based in La
Maddalena, Sardinia, was rela-
tively close by and its welders
were scheduled to have some free
time on a mainly humanitarian

mission last
month, the
ship was a
logical place
to find the
needed help,
said the
ship’s repair
officer,
Cmdr. Brian
McGinnis.

“The mis-
sion of [Fleet

Maintenance Activity] is to fix
things. The Army had vehicles

that needed to be fixed. It’s only

natural that the closest asset to

where the work is [needed] go
and perform the job,” McGinnis

said in an e-mail to Stars and

Stripes.

With that green light, the 15 vol-

unteers from the Land quickly be-

came fish out of water in a sol-

dier’s world, where, “we stick out

like a sore thumb,” in their Navy

uniforms, said Lt. j.g. Christopher
O’Leary, who was deployed with
the welders.

“It has prompted people to ask
us questions like … ‘Who’d you
piss off to get sent here?’ ” he
said.

Reached by e-mail last week,
O’Leary responded to a list of
Stars and Stripes questions posed
to the Land welders about the life
of a desert-dwelling sailor.

For the most part, the transi-
tion to life off the ship has been
pretty easy, O’Leary said, thanks
in part to the busy schedule and a

take on their surroundings that
makes the place seem a little
more like home.

“We don’t call it the desert, we
call it the bottom of the ocean,
which is currently all dried up,”
he said.

The work of cutting metal and
bonding plates together is famil-
iar to the crew members, he said,
and after some tutelage from
members of the 276th Mainte-
nance Company, which is also
working at the camp, the welders
took to the job, “like we had been
doing it all along,” O’Leary said.

The hardest part has been
learning Army lingo and the
names of all the new vehicles
they’re armoring, he said.

“I thought the Navy had a lot of
acronyms,” he said.

As strange as the setting is for
the sailors, getting sent to far-
away locations to fix vehicles —
from surface ships to subma-
rines, and now Army Humvees —
is the fleet maintenance crew’s
bread and butter, McGinnis said.

“For us, this is just another
fly-away to go fix something.
Only this time, it’s not a vessel
tied up to a pier, it is a vehicle
parked in the middle of the
desert,” he said.

O’Leary said the sailors see the
mission in a similar way, and con-
sider it “an awesome opportuni-
ty,” though an unexpected one.

“Never in a million dreams did
we think we would be on dry land
fixing Army vehicles,” he said.

But even with desert sand
under their feet, working in Ku-
wait gives the sailors the same
sense of accomplishment they
feel while working on the Emory
S. Land, O’Leary said.

“The mission is unique only be-
cause it is a different location
than we are used to,” he said. “We
know that what we are doing will
save soldiers. No different than
the work we do on ships and sub-
marines. Those repairs also save
sailors.”

E-mail Ben Murray at:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Donovan

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Petty Officer 3rd Class Michael Croft, a damage controlman, welds

an armor plate onto the turret of an Army vehicle at Camp Buehring,

Kuwait, where 15 sailors are using their Navy skills to help protect

troops on missions in Iraq.

Fish out of water: Sailors adjust to working in desert

Sigonella EOD unit’s
techs in high demand

SANDRA JONTZ/Stars and Stripes

Sailors from Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 8 and HC-4 Squadron out of Naval
Air Station Sigonella, Sicily, practice rappelling from the back of a Navy CH-53 Super

Stallion. Navy EOD techs are the only ones in the U.S. military who are specialized in all
areas of diving, demolition, parachuting, and insertions and extractions, officials said.

Mission brings Navy welders from
USS Emory S. Land to Kuwait base

We don’t call it the

desert, we call it the

bottom of the ocean,

which is currently

all dried up.

Lt. j.g. Christopher O’Leary
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NAVAL AIR STATION
SIGONELLA, Sicily — The join-
ing of Combined Task Force 67’s
operational and headquarters

staff in
Sigonella
has created
a synergy
and in-
creased the
unit’s capa-
bilities,
Navy offi-
cials say.

As part of
the Navy’s
transforma-

tion efforts in Europe, the
CTF-67 headquarters was
moved to Sigonella in October
from Naples, Italy, joining the
headquarters staff with the oper-
ational sailors who carry out the
day-to-day missions.

But the change is much more
than just a physical move, said
Rear Adm. C. Van Mauney, direc-
tor of Navy Europe Plans and Op-
erations.

“We capitalize on current tech-
nology and look for ways to use
new technology, employing bet-
ter business practices and put-
ting new operational concepts
into play that support European
command’s focus to the South
and East,” Van Mauney said in a
statement. “CTF-67 is focusing
on all those areas and the result
is that their operations have in-
creased their value and have
made specific contributions to
our theater priorities.”

At the heart of CTF-67 are the

squadrons of P-3 Orions that de-
ploy to Sigonella every six
months, providing maritime sur-
veillance and reconnaissance for
U.S. and NATO forces, he said.
The task force is made up of
land-based maritime patrol air-
craft that operate over the Medi-
terranean, mostly in anti-subma-
rine, reconnaissance, surveil-
lance and mining roles.

“They’re out there looking at
vessels transiting the high seas,
looking for the potential bad ac-
tors,” said the CTF-67 command-
er, Navy Capt. Robert Lally.

But the versatile P-3 aircraft,

originally made to hunt for subs,

doesn’t have to stick to the high

seas to track the enemy, as was

proven in missions flown over Af-

ghanistan, Iraq and Liberia, he

said.

“The concept is to search, lo-

cate, trace and put a ship in tow,”

said Lally, who moved to Sigonel-

la this fall from Japan to com-

mand the task force. “The same

concept can be put in practice

over land. [The aircraft] can pro-

vide the eyes over the horizon.”

The task force, one of eight
units under the U.S. Sixth Fleet
command, provides tactical mis-
sion support to both U.S. and
NATO maritime patrol aircraft,
said Lally, who is known as “com-
modore,” a courtesy title that
harkens to the late 18th century
when the Navy’s highest rank
was captain, and those in com-
mand of squadrons of ships or
aircraft were called commo-
dores.

Sailors assigned to CTF-67
also are helping the U.S. Coast
Guard and El Salvadoran mili-

tary detect vessels that might be
transporting narcotics. Some
soon will deploy to Africa to join
the USS Emory S. Land in the
Gulf of Guinea to help African na-
tions boost maritime security,
Lally said.

CTF-67 also participates in a
variety of NATO and coalition ex-
ercises, and now are gearing up
for next month’s annual exercise
Noble Marlin with militaries
from Canada, France, Portugal
and Italy.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at:

jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

‘Mad Foxes’: World travelers in the war on terror

CTF-67 aircraft offers support for maritime security patrols

BY SANDRA JONTZ
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NAVAL AIR STATION SIGONELLA, Sici-
ly — The “Mad Foxes” have traveled from
El Salvador to Bahrain to help fight the glo-
bal war on terror.

The 430 sailors of Patrol Squadron 5 —
though based at Naval Air Station, Jackson-
ville, Fla. — are currently flying their four
P-3 Orions out of Sigonella during a
six-month routine deployment.

The unit’s sailors, such as Petty Officer
3rd Class Jeremy Fox, have been trekking
around the world.

Fox, 21, an aviation electrician’s mate,
spent about a month-and-a-half at the end of
last year in El Salvador maintaining one of
the squadron’s aircraft that was aiding the
U.S. Coast Guard and El Salvadoran mili-
tary to track vessels possibly smuggling nar-
cotics.

And while he might not be on the front
lines, Fox said, he’s out there making a dif-
ference and seeing the world — two reasons
why he joined the service more than three
years ago.

The squadron got its name in 1948 after
being equipped with the first Lockheed P2V
Magnetic Anomaly Detector, or MAD — a
device that can detect a submerged subma-
rine.

The Sigonella deployment, which started
in early December, has some sailors work-
ing outside their rates.

Petty Officer 3rd Class David Bergeron,
an aviation electronics technician by trade,
has taken on the task as the “barracks
super.”

“I’m the quality-of-life guy at the bar-
racks, trying to keep everyone happy. If
they’re happy there, they’re happy here,”
said the 22-year-old sailor during an recent
interview at the squadron’s hangar.

No one VP squadron calls Sigonella home,
at least not for long. A new one rotates in
every six months, providing the surveil-
lance and reconnaissance capabilities need-
ed to meet requirements for the U.S. Sixth
Fleet.

The reason for the move is that it’s cheap-
er for the Navy to deploy a squadron from
its home base than to pay the permanent
change-of-station costs to base sailors and
their families at Sigonella, said Navy Capt.
Robert Lally, commanding officer of Com-
bined Task Force 67. The deployed squad-
rons fall under his command.

Deploying to places such as Sigonella can
be tough on the squadron’s members, said
Cmdr. Sean Cannon, the squadron’s com-
manding officer.

“Our biggest challenge is that this is not
our hangar, and we have to get used to work-
ing in someone else’s home,” he said.

E-mail Sandra Jontz at: jontzs@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Lally

Merger of task force’s staffs bolters capabilities

Adm. Clark to retire

WASHINGTON — Adm. Vern
Clark, the Navy’s top officer, said
Monday he will retire this sum-
mer after five years as chief of
naval operations — the sec-
ond-longest tenure in the history
of the Navy.

Clark, 60, started in the job July
21, 2000, three months before the
terrorist attack on the USS Cole in
Aden, Yemen, that killed 17 sail-
ors. He has been considered an in-
novative leader who has funda-
mentally altered the way the Navy
maintains the combat readiness of
its 12 aircraft carriers.

The Sioux City, Iowa, native
said he has submitted his retire-
ment papers but not set a specific
date. The only Navy chief to serve
longer was Adm. Arleigh Burke,
from August 1955 to August 1961.

School applications drop

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — Applica-
tions for the Class of 2009 at the
Naval Academy fell 20 percent
from the year before, a drop mir-
rored at the nation’s other mili-
tary colleges.

As of its Jan. 31 application
deadline, the Annapolis academy
had received 11,140 applications,
down from 13,922 at the same
time last year. The slump is the
first in four years for the academy,
which saw a surge in applications

after the 2001 terrorist attacks on
New York and Washington.

In the past year, at least five
Naval Academy graduates have
been killed in the war in Iraq —
the first combat deaths the school
has seen since 1983.

GI shoots duo, kills self

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. — A
Fort Bragg soldier — once impli-
cated as a teenager in a notorious
New Jersey rape case — shot and
wounded his estranged wife and
her boyfriend, then killed him-
self, authorities said.

Spc. Richard Timothy Corco-
ran, 34, entered wife Michele A.
Corcoran’s house Thursday night
and shot William Paul Seifert sev-
eral times. Michele Corcoran ran
outside, where she was shot in the
arm, said Cumberland County
sheriff’s Maj. Sam Pennica. Corco-
ran then went back inside the
house and shot himself, he said.

Seifert, a Fort Bragg soldier,
was taken to Cape Fear Valley
Medical Center. Michele Corco-
ran, 30, was treated and released.
The Corcorans’ 7-month-old baby
was in the house but was not hurt.

Richard Corcoran had charged
dropped against him in a 1989
case in Glen Ridge, N.J., in which
a group of high school athletes al-
legedly raped a mentally retard-
ed teenage girl with a broom and
a baseball bat.

From The Associated Press

Marines from the 11th

Marine Expeditionary

Force carry their gear

with their families

Sunday after arriving

at Camp Pendleton,

Calif., after a

eight-month

deployment

in Iraq.

AP

It’s Christmastime for Marines back from Iraq
BY SETH HETTENA

The Associated Press

CAMP PENDLETON, Calif. — Even if it is Febru-
ary, it’s Christmastime in the home of Marine Lance
Cpl. Victor Oseto.

The 21-year-old returned home Sunday, and the
celebrations that were put on hold can finally begin.
His stocking and the stocking of his twin brother,
also a Marine, have been waiting over the fireplace.

Nancy Oseto will be cooking up her traditional, if
belated, Christmas prime rib dinner later this
month. First, though, she plans to serve her son
some Thanksgiving turkey.

Nearly 180 Marines with the 11th Marine Expedi-
tionary Force’s battalion landing team returned Sun-
day from an eight-month deployment to Iraq. Seven
Marines with the battalion were killed.

The survivors, marching three abreast in their
desert cammies, were quickly engulfed by scream-
ing and cheering loved ones.

Lance Cpl. Gabriel Aponte will be having Christ-
mas on Feb. 20, said his mother, Regina Aponte. The
Apontes bought a fake tree for the first time this
year so they could celebrate Christmas in their
home when the 23-year-old radio operator returned
from Iraq. “You find special ways to make them a
part of Christmas,” she said.

The tree is still up in the home of Navy Hospital
Corpsman Ben Powers, who turned 23 on Christmas
Day — a double celebration the family will make up.

There was catching-up of another sort to do, as
well. Boys were coming home as men.

“I’m anxious to see how he’s changed,” Nancy
Oseto said as she waited for her son in a gymnasi-
um. “I know he’s seen a lot since he left. ... He’s an
adult now. I can’t call him my baby anymore.”
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BY DAVID ESPO

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Bush gave faint praise Monday to
the deficit-cutting measures con-
tained in his own budget. Not sur-
prisingly, congressional Demo-
crats were far less polite.

Bush’s claim to cut
government red ink in
half over five years
omits the cost of wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq be-
yond Sept. 30. It reck-
ons, implausibly, that neither he
nor the Republicans who control
Congress will want new tax cuts
in future years.

It underestimates by many bil-
lions the money needed for Social
Security overhaul. And it as-
sumes that the GOP-controlled
Congress will send veterans a
new $2.1 billion bill for health
care through 2010.

It also assumes that lawmakers
will acquire discipline when it
comes to hometown projects.

If the numbers in Bush’s glossy
budget book weren’t clear
enough about administration
goals, the president personally
supplied the emphasis.

“Our priorities are winning the
war on terror, protecting our
homeland, growing our econo-
my,” said the chief executive who
seeks increased spending on de-
fense and homeland security, and
wants previously enacted tax cuts
made permanent.

The budget “focuses on results.
... It’s a budget that reduces and
eliminates redundancy,” he said.
That’s code for merging some pro-
grams, eliminating others and
squeezing domestic programs
generally.

Finally, Bush got to the deficit,
making it fifth in line in his pre-
pared recitation.

“People on both sides of the
aisle have called upon the admin-
istration to submit a budget that
helps meet our obligations of —
our goal of reducing the deficit in

half over a five-year period, and
this budget does just that,” he
said.

If the targets are met, the bud-
get book says, the remaining defi-
cit will be “lower than all but
seven of the last 25 years.”

As a rousing endorsement, that
might rate a 25 on a scale of 1

down to 25.
Democrats reacted

like they had been hand-
ed a club to use against a
president who just won
re-election and led the

GOP to bigger congressional ma-
jorities.

Sen. Kent Conrad of North Da-
kota, the senior Democrat on the
Budget Committee, said deficits
will be far greater than the admin-
istration estimates. If Bush’s
plans were adopted, he forecast
ominously, “deficits and debt
would continue to explode at an
unsustainable rate and the na-
tion’s long-term economic securi-
ty would be threatened.”

Rep. Steny Hoyer of Maryland,
the second ranking Democrat in
the House, added, “In four short
years, this administration has
turned record budget surpluses
into deficits as far as the eye can
see.”

Yes, and won four more years
in office, after an election run on
personal character and issues
ranging from the war in Iraq to
the threat of terrorist attack and
the economy. All of those are pre-
sumably more tangible to voters
than the deficit.

“It’s a theoretical concept as op-
posed to a clearcut issue,” said
David Winston, a Republican poll-
ster. He also suggested deficits
were a political stalking horse.

“Democrats are interested in
the deficit not because of the defi-
cit but because they want to stop
Republican tax cuts. And Republi-
cans are focused on the deficit
not because they’re focused on
the deficit but because they want
to stop Democratic spending,” he
said.

BY LARA JAKES JORDAN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Homeland Secu-
rity Department is seeking money and em-
ployees to secure U.S. borders under Presi-
dent Bush’s budget, while raising airline
passenger fees, as a Senate panel endorsed
a new leader for the agency.

Monday’s $34.2 billion budget request
for 2006 also proposes reorganizing state
and local funding formulas to give the
most money to high-risk areas.

The Senate Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs Committee, meanwhile,
endorsed Michael Chertoff’s nomination
as the department’s secretary, 14-0.

Committee Chairwoman Susan Collins,
R-Maine, said the full Senate could be
asked as early as Tuesday for a confirma-
tion vote and predicted Chertoff will be ap-
proved easily. He would succeed Tom
Ridge, who resigned.

Homeland Security asks Congress for a
6.8 percent funding increase for the depart-
ment from current levels — on top of $6.9
billion required by law.

“We are safer, but we are not safe,” Act-
ing Homeland Security Secretary James
Loy said, unveiling the budget plan.

The budget plan calls for a 10 percent in-
crease — to $16 billion — in border and
transportation security spending. It would
add 210 new border patrol agents to fill
gaps along the southwest border and coast-
al areas; step up border surveillance by
$19.8 million; and install technology to
help customs and border patrol agents de-
tect weapons of mass destruction and pre-
screen cargo before ships reach U.S. ports.

Most of the department’s spending hike
would be paid by collecting $4.8 billion in
fees — largely by adding $3 to the cost of
airline tickets for passengers. Fees would
increase in 2006 from $2.50 to $5.50 for
each leg of a round-trip ticket, and from $5
to $8 for passengers making several stops
on a one-way ticket.

“A tax on travelers is a tax on airlines,”
James C. May, president and chief execu-
tive officer of the Air Transport Associa-
tion said in protest. “We believe any new
tax or fee raises ticket prices and the cost
of airlines doing business.”

BY NEDRA PICKLER

The Associated Press

DETROIT — President Bush
said Tuesday that Congress must
bring discipline to the federal
budget and cut failing or unneces-
sary programs even if they have
laudable goals.

“It is essential that those who
spend the money in Washington
adhere to this principle — a tax-
payer dollar ought to be spent
wisely or not spent at all,” Bush
told the Detroit Economic Club.

Bush sent Congress a $2.57 tril-
lion budget Monday that drastical-
ly cuts or eliminates 150 federal
programs, including subsidies
paid to farmers, health programs
for poor people and veterans and
spending on the environment and
education.

Bush said every program on
the chopping block is failing to
meet its goals, duplicates other
available services or is not an es-
sential priority for the federal gov-

ernment. Bush singled out farm
subsidies. “No farmer should get
$250,000 a year in subsidy,” Bush
said, adding that cutting the subsi-
dies will save taxpayers $1.2 bil-
lion over the next decade.

Bush also cited Even Start, a
16-year-old literacy program for
poor families. Bush said everyone
wants poor people to learn to
read, but three evaluations have
made it clear that Even Start is
not working.

“Congress needs to join with
me to bring real spending disci-
pline to the federal budget,” Bush
said to applause.

Bush’s slimmed-down budget
proposal is just one of the conser-
vative fiscal policies he plans to
push in his second term as he
tries to continue expanding the
economy and improve the slowly
recovering job market. Bush also
wants tax cuts, deregulation, free
trade and more modern training
for the work force.

Questions about the health of

the jobs market was a hot-button
issue in the presidential cam-
paign and contributed to Bush’s
loss in Michigan.

Employment figures released
last week provided a reprieve to
the White House. While the addi-
tion of 146,000 jobs was small, it
gave Bush a net gain of 119,000
jobs during his first term and al-
lowed him to escape being the
first president since Herbert
Hoover to have a net loss of jobs
on his watch.

Gus Faucher, a senior econo-
mist at Economy.com, said
Bush’s plan to keep spending
below the rate of inflation for pro-
grams outside of defense and
homeland security is a change
from the first term, when he over-
saw large increases in federal
spending.

Ron Blackwell, chief economist
at the AFL-CIO, said he doubted
that Bush’s proposals “are re-
sponding to the very unbalanced
and stagnant economic figures
from the point of view of working
families.”

Deficit-cutting measures
tough to see, critics say

Proposal calls for raising airline fares to fund Homeland Security budget

Bush: Congress must use
more spending discipline

Deiter Zetsche,
president/CEO of
DaimlerChrysler
introduces
President Bush
at the
Detroit Economic
Club in Detroit,
Mich. Bush was in
Detroit one day
after sending a
$2.57 trillion
federal budget
proposal to
lawmakers on
Capitol Hill.

AP

IN THE STATES

Analysis
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Bush
administration on Monday asked
a federal court to dismiss a law-
suit challenging the Pentagon’s
11-year-old “don’t ask, don’t
tell” policy.

The government said last
year’s landmark Supreme Court
ruling that overturned state laws
making gay sex a crime does not
undercut the military’s policy
that allows gays and lesbians to
serve as long as they abstain from
homosexual activity and don’t re-
veal their sexual orientation.

Courts previously have upheld
the policy, approved by Con-
gress and put in place by the
Clinton administration.

“These decisions are unaffect-
ed by the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion,” the administration said in
a filing in U.S. District Court in
Boston, where the lawsuit was
filed.

Twelve gays expelled from the
military because of their sexual
orientation filed the legal chal-
lenge in December, citing the Su-
preme Court ruling that state
laws making homosexual sex a
crime were unconstitutional.

That decision overturned an ear-
lier Supreme Court ruling that
had upheld sodomy laws.

Two other lawsuits challeng-
ing the policy have been filed
since the high court’s reversal.

One was brought in California
by the Log Cabin Republicans, a
political organization for gays.
The other was filed in the U.S.

Court of Federal Claims,
which generally deals with cases
involving money. That plaintiff,
who was separated from the
Army, is seeking to recover his
pension and is challenging the
ban in the process.

BY WILL LESTER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Tim Roemer, the only remain-
ing opponent of one-time presi-
dential candidate Howard
Dean to be chairman of the
Democratic National Commit-
tee, said Monday he’s bowing
out of the race — but he offered
a warning to Democrats.

Dean, the former governor of
Vermont, is expected to win the
party chairmanship in Satur-
day’s election.

Roemer, a former congress-
man from Indiana and a mem-
ber of the Sept. 11 commission,
said Democrats must be more
inclusive in their outreach to fast-growing parts of
the country.

“I got into this race five weeks ago to talk about
the devastating loss we experienced in November,”

Roemer said. “It was not about 60,000 votes in
Ohio,” a reference to the margin by which Demo-
cratic candidate Sen. John Kerry lost that state.

“It was about losing 97 of the 100 fastest growing
counties in the country,” he said. “If that’s a trend in
business or politics you’re in trouble.”

Republicans are in the strongest position they’ve
been in since the early 20th century, Roemer said.

Roemer, who said top Democrats in Congress en-
couraged him to enter the chairman’s race, said he
wants to strengthen Democrats’ position on national
security.

“If there’s one reason Senator Kerry lost the presi-
dential race, it was because he failed to make the
American people feel safer,” Roemer said, adding
that he also wanted to encourage talk within the
party about developing a stronger position on values.

Roemer said he hoped to make the party more in-
clusive, especially on the issue of abortion. He oppos-
es abortion except in cases of rape, incest and the
health of the mother. His opposition to abortion
rights sparked early opposition in the race from
pro-choice advocates.

Dismissal of gay policy suit sought

BY DENISE LAVOIE

The Associated Press

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. — It took nearly four de-
cades after Paul Shanley was first accused of molest-
ing children for him to be brought to trial. Now, at
the age of 74, the defrocked priest could spend what
remains of his life in prison.

Prosecutors have not said what sentence they will
recommend to the judge for Shanley, perhaps the
most notorious figure in the sex scandal that rocked
the Boston Archdiocese three years ago.

He could get up to life in prison when he is sen-
tenced Tuesday for repeatedly raping and fondling
the accuser at his Roman Catholic church during
the 1980s. Middlesex District Attorney Martha Coak-
ley said only that the recommended sentence “will
be significant.”

His accuser, now 27, put his head down and sobbed
as the verdicts were read Monday after a trial that
hinged on the reliability of what the man claimed
were recovered memories of decades-old abuse.

Shanley, 74, showed no emotion as he stood next
to his lawyer, Frank Mondano. Bail was revoked
and Shanley was immediately led to jail.

“It appears that the absence of a case is not an im-
pediment to securing a conviction,” Mondano said,
vowing to appeal.

Shanley’s accuser testified for three days, at times
sobbing on the stand and begging the judge not to
force him to testify in graphic detail. He said Shanley

pulled him out of Sunday morning catechism classes
beginning at age 6 and molested him in the bath-
room, the rectory, the confessional and the pews.

Victoria Blier said she and fellow jurors were
swayed by the accuser, believing the man would not
have come forward if he wasn’t telling the truth. He
received a $500,000 settlement with the archdiocese
nearly a year ago.

“I think a persuasive sentiment was he had al-
ready gotten a half-million-dollar settlement and he
had no reason whatsoever to pursue this criminal
case, and he knew that pursuing the criminal case
was going to lay a painful life bare,” she said.

Shanley, once a long-haired, jeans-wearing “street
priest” who worked with Boston’s troubled youth, sat
stoically for most of the trial, listening to his accus-
er’s testimony with the help of a hearing aid.

Dean now stands alone in race to lead DNC

BY MARY FOSTER

The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Gray skies
don’t slow the partying. Neither
do a few rain drops.

A light rain Monday made the
festivities leading up to Mardi
Gras a little messier. The parade
routes were muddy, but crowds
made the best of the weather, pull-
ing out umbrellas and rain jack-
ets. But the show went on, as did
the drinking, eating and shouts of
“Happy Mardi Gras!”

“Rain? Who cares,” said Tina
Black, 30, of Los Angeles. “As
long as it doesn’t get cold. I have a
really skimpy costume and I hate
cold.”

Black and thousands of others
lined up to watch the Proteus and
Orpheus lavish parades, headed
by entertainer Harry Connick Jr.

Fireworks filled the sky while
strollers on Bourbon Street —
beers in hand — tried to grab the
strings of gold, green and purple
beads tossed from the balconies
above.

“This is it baby,” said Paul Per-
rin, 22, of Dallas, from his lawn
chair along the parade route on
St. Charles Avenue. “You’re ei-
ther ready or you stay home. It’s
no place for the weak.”

Mardi Gras, or Fat Tuesday, is
one of New Orleans’ biggest tour-
ist events. Merchants and bar-
tenders, however, said business
was brisk in the French Quarter,
though down from previous
years.

At fault: the weather and the
calendar — the annual pre-Lent-
en bash falls early this year.

“It’s definitely off,” said Fallon
Daunhauer, a bartender at
Johnny White’s in the French
Quarter for 21 years. “It’s not the
best weather and it’s so early. Too
close to Christmas, not close
enough to spring break to get the
college kids in.”

Still, workers rushed to stock
their shelves and clean up for the
final time before Ash Wednesday.
Piles of trash bags were hauled
out of bars; cases of drinks were
hauled in.

“We’ve got to get it done and
get out of here before noon,” said
Phillip Ocburn of Crescent
Crown Distributors. “After that
forget it.”

Earlier Monday, Beverly and
Chester Lott munched beignets.
The Mississippi couple had al-
ready seen five parades and what
they called some fantastic street
theater.

“We love it. It’s the best time
you can have anywhere,” said
Beverly Lott, sporting a huge or-
ange wig. “We came for the first
time last year, and plan to be
back every year.”

A daylong party was held on
the banks of the Mississippi River
with music and the landing of the
faux royalty for the Zulu and Rex
parades, the two biggest to roll
Tuesday.

There were no reports of vio-
lence, one day after a man was
shot along a parade route near
the French Quarter. Police re-
leased little information about
Sunday’s shooting, however.

Last year, a 20-year-old New
Orleans woman was shot and
killed during a parade on St.
Charles Avenue.

AP

Michelle Levine of New Orleans dances her way through the streets of

New Orleans during the Mardi Gras celebration Tuesday.

Dean

Damp but festive,
Mardi Gras rolls
into New Orleans

Defrocked
priest found
guilty of rape

AP

Courtroom spectators John Harris, bottom, and Rob-

ert Costello react to the guilty verdict in the trial of

defrocked priest Paul Shanley in Cambridge, Mass.
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BY KRISTEN GELINEAU

The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — Jeffrey
Swisher was caught using a video-
camera to peer up the skirts of
teenagers at a mall, and law en-
forcement officials were eager to
put him behind bars for a long
time.

His punishment: 10 days in
jail. A loophole in Virginia law
meant prosecutors were only
able to convict Swisher of disor-
derly conduct.

Prosecutors across the United
States are vexed by similar loop-
holes preventing them from im-
posing harsh — or often any —
punishments on similar defen-
dants. Victims of video voyeur-
ism are often horrified to find out
that what has happened to them
isn’t even illegal in most states.

“It was really frustrating and
depressing,” said Jolene Jang of
Seattle, who was secretly filmed
five years ago by a man who low-
ered his camera to shoot up her
dress. “I felt helpless.”

The Internet has only exacer-
bated the problem. Type the
words “upskirt” and “down-
blouse” into the search engine
Google, and millions of Web sites
pop up.

Lawmakers nationwide have
begun to respond, reworking
laws written before advance-
ments in camera technology.

Most states with video voyeur-
ism laws prohibit unauthorized
videotaping or photographing of
people who are in private areas,
such as dressing rooms, or in situ-
ations where they have “a reason-
able expectation of privacy.”

The description has been too
broad for several state courts,
which have ruled people do not
have a reasonable expectation of
privacy underneath their cloth-
ing when they’re in public.

That’s what happened in Jan-
g’s case. In 2002, the Washington
state Supreme Court ruled that
taking pictures up a woman’s
skirt in a public place isn’t illegal.
The decision prompted a public
outcry and lawmakers quickly
amended the law.

Swisher’s case highlighted the
loophole in Virginia’s law.

“It’s certainly immoral, it’s cer-
tainly wrong, but under the code,
it’s just not a written offense,”
said Del. John Cosgrove, who is
sponsoring a bill that would close
the loophole. “We’re trying to
tighten the code so some pervert
isn’t able to do that.”

BY MICHELLE ROBERTS

The Associated Press

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. — The
49-year-old woman was awak-
ened around midnight by an as-
sailant who choked her, dragged
her by the hair and raped her so
many times before the sun came
up that she lost count, police say.
When she asked if she would
live, her attacker allegedly told
her: “We’ll see.”

Usually, rapes like the one de-
scribed by the woman in Septem-
ber would be punishable by up to
14 years in prison in Arizona.
But the man accused in the at-
tack was the woman’s husband,
meaning the crime alleged is con-
sidered spousal rape.

The punishment: no more than
1½ years behind bars, and per-
haps no prison time at all.

Prosecutors in Coconino Coun-
ty, where the alleged attack oc-
curred, say the disparity is un-
constitutional. So in addition to
bringing kidnapping and assault
charges against they 45-year-old
man, they have charged him
under the standard rape law, set-
ting the stage for a legal battle
over whether Arizona’s spousal
rape statute violates the Constitu-

tion’s equal protection guaran-
tees.

“The current statutes are ex-
tremely unfair and unconstitu-
tional, and they need to be
changed,” said David Rozema,

chief deputy in the Coconino
County prosecutor’s office.

About half of the states treat
spousal rape differently, accord-
ing to the American Prosecutors
Research Institute.

Legal loopholes
leave voyeurism
victims ‘helpless’

Advocates push for change
in Arizona spousal rape law
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BY ANNE GEARAN

The Associated Press

PARIS — Trying to mend fences with Eu-
rope, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
said Tuesday “it is time to turn away from
the disagreements of the past” that alienat-
ed longtime allies over the U.S. invasion of
Iraq.

France was the most vocal opponent of
President Bush’s handling of the war with
Iraq, and the new secretary of state deliber-
ately chose Paris for the major address of
her first official tour of Europe.

But Rice did not back down from Bush’s
pledge to spread freedom across the globe
and added a challenge to Europeans.

“America stands ready to work with Eu-
rope on our common agenda and Europe
must stand ready to work with America,”
she said in a speech at Paris’s Science Poli-
tique.

“After all, history will surely judge us not
by our old disagreements, but by our new
achievements,” she said.

Science Politique, known in France as
Science Po, is a school of political science
that has been at the center of recent debate
over America’s reach and power. Some 500
students and intellectuals were attending
and Rice was to take questions from the au-

dience.

Following her speech, Rice answered a
series of questions, ranging from Iraq’s ef-
fort to establish a democracy to the develop-
ment of biological weapons. She told the stu-
dents and guests that the Iraqis now would
engage in a political process to form a gov-

ernment that was not at odds with religion.

“What we must understand there is no in-
herent conflict between Islam and democra-
cy,” she said.

Rice also explained why she chose Paris
considering the rift over Iraq between the
two nations. “This is a deep broad and ac-

tive relationship that is very effective on
world peace,” she said. “When we disagree,
we still disagree as friends.”

In her speech, Rice said the founders of
both the French and U.S. republics were in-
spired by the same values — freedom, de-
mocracy and human dignity — and by each
other. History has shown that revolutions
striving for freedom can start in mundane
ways but need outside help, she said.

“In my own experience, a black woman
named Rosa Parks was just tired one day of
being told to sit in the back of the bus,”
Rice said. “So she refused to move, and she
launched a revolution for freedom in the
American South.”

Similar was the power of Lech Walesa
and his labor strike in Poland, Afghans and
Iraqis who recently voted after years of re-
pression and ordinary men and women
who helped bring down the Berlin Wall in
1989.

“Yet that day of freedom in November
1989 could never have happened without
the full support of the free nations of the
West,” she said.

“Time and again in our shared history,
Americans and Europeans have enjoyed
our greatest successes for ourselves and
for others, when we refused to accept an un-
acceptable status quo, but instead put our
values to work for the cause of freedom.”

PARIS — The United States has agreed
to hand over to France the last three
French detainees at the U.S. Naval base
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, judicial offi-
cials and their lawyers said Tuesday. The
French Foreign Ministry, however, said
talk of a deal was premature.

The judicial officials, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said the agreement
was finalized just as Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice was coming to Paris
for talks Tuesday with President Jacques
Chirac and his foreign minister.

Her visit is part of efforts between the
historic allies to repair ties strained over
Iraq. They also have been at odds over
fighting terrorism.

The date of the handover of Mustaq Ali
Patel, Ridouane Khalid and Khaled Ben

Mustafa has not been finalized, but their
return is expected soon, the judicial offi-
cials said.

“Things are headed in the right direc-
tion, and we are now discussing the de-
tails,” said William Bourdon, an attorney
for Ali Patel, who has both French and In-
dian nationality.

Added Paul-Albert Iweins, attorney for
Khalid: “The political accord is there. We
are waiting for them impatiently.”

But Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Cecile Pozzo di Borgo said she could not
confirm a deal.

“I don’t have any elements that would
allow me to confirm that deal,” she said.
“Let’s wait for the talks to take place, we
will see which subjects are brought up.”

— The Associated Press

Deal in works to release French detainees

The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s top nu-
clear negotiator said Tuesday
that Tehran wanted to resolve de-
cades of differences with the Unit-
ed States and also warned that a
U.S. military strike would not be
able to destroy Iran’s nuclear fa-
cilities.

“We are not seeking tension
with the United States,” Hasan
Rowhani told state-run Iranian
television. “We are seeking to re-
solve our problems with America
but it’s the Americans who don’t
want problems to be resolved.”

Iran’s top leaders have tried in
recent days to ease increasing ten-
sions with Washington amid a con-
tinuing war of words.

President Bush last week ac-
cused Iran of being “the world’s
primary state sponsor of terror.”

U.S. Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice said Friday that a mili-
tary strike against Iran was “sim-
ply not on the agenda at this
point,” but Bush has said his ad-
ministration wouldn’t take any op-
tion off the table.

“There is no problem in today’s
world that can’t be resolved,”
Rowhani insisted.

Kuwait threatens papers
for divulging security info

IN THE WORLD

BY LARA SUKHTIAN

The Associated Press

SHARM EL-SHEIK, Egypt — Israeli Prime Min-
ister Ariel Sharon and Palestinian leader Mahmoud
Abbas declared Tuesday that their people would
stop all military and violent attacks against each
other, pledging to break a four-year cycle of blood-
shed and get peace talks back on track.

With the flags of their countries whipping in the
wind, Sharon and Abbas met face-to-face at a Mid-
east summit, smiling broadly as they leaned across
a long white table to shake hands. In one sign the
talks went well, Egypt and Jordan announced after-
ward that they would return their ambassadors to Is-
rael after a four-year absence — possibly within
days.

But the Palestinian militant group Hamas immedi-
ately called the deal into question, saying it would
not be bound by the cease-fire declarations and was
waiting to see what Israel would do next.

As part of the deal, Israel will hand over control of
five West Bank towns to the Palestinians within
three weeks and immediately release 500 Palestin-
ian prisoners.

Those agreements, and the sight of Abbas and
Sharon shaking hands, were the clearest signs yet of
momentum in the peace process after Yasser

Arafat’s death in November and Abbas’ election to
succeed him in January.

One Israeli official, Gideon Meir, said “there was
a great atmosphere in the talks ... smiles and jok-
ing.”

An invitation to both sides to meet separately with
President Bush at the White House this spring
added another round of momentum on the summit’s
eve.

“We have agreed on halting all violent actions
against Palestinians and Israelis wherever they
are,” Abbas declared in a statement made after the
meetings, as he, Sharon, Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak and Jordan’s King Abdullah II sat around
a round table.

Sharon made a similar pledge.
“Today, in my meeting with chairman Abbas, we

agreed that all Palestinians will stop all acts of vio-
lence against all Israelis everywhere, and, at the
same time, Israel will cease all its military activity
against all Palestinians everywhere,” he said.

Abbas said he expected the cease-fire pledges to
pave the way for resumption of talks on so-called
“final status” issues such as borders, refugees and
Jerusalem’s status, all within the context of the Mid-
east “road map” to peace. Sharon said he also ex-
pected the deal Tuesday to set the stage for the im-
plementation of the “road map.”

AP

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, left, and Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon shake hands

prior to their delegations’ meeting Tuesday at the Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheik, Egypt.

Sharon, Abbas agree to cease-fire

Rice seeks better relations with Europe

Official: Iran seeks to resolve
problems with United States

BY DIANA ELIAS

The Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwait’s
Cabinet will suspend or shut
down newspapers that publish in-
formation about ongoing investi-
gations with suspected terrorists
or any unauthorized security in-
formation, the prime minister
warned in remarks published
Tuesday.

Sheik Sabah Al Ahmed Al
Sabah, speaking with edi-
tors-in-chief of the country’s
seven daily newspapers, also out-
lined other measures Kuwait is
taking — including closing unli-
censed mosques and reviewing re-
ligious school textbooks — to
fight intolerance. All the papers
reported the meeting.

This small oil-rich state since
last month has been locked in an

unprecedented battle against
Muslim militants accused of plan-
ning to attack the country’s state
security as well as American civil-
ians and members of the U.S. mili-
tary serving here or on their way
to neighboring Iraq.

“What a journalist considers a
scoop could ... endanger the safe-
ty of security men or the investiga-
tions with suspects in custody,
and help fugitives still being
chased,” Al-Rai Al-Aam daily
quoted Sheik Sabah as saying.

Several of Kuwait’s privately
owned newspapers have pub-
lished details about investigations
and police raids without identify-
ing their sources. Some have men-
tioned names of security officers
and details about the operations,
including how suspects were mov-
ing around Kuwait and in which
cars.
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BY CARLA SALAZAR

The Associated Press

LIMA, Peru — Milagros Cer-
ron smiles, babbles and fidgets in
the arms of her mother like any
healthy 9-month-old, but she is no
ordinary baby. Milagros was born
with her legs fused in a tight coat-
ing of skin — giving her the ap-
pearance of a mermaid.

“When I saw her for the first
time, I felt pain,” said Milagros’
mother, 19-year-old Sara Arauco.
“In that moment I thought, ‘What
will she do with her life? Was God
going to take her away or not? Was
she was going to live or not?”’

A team of Peruvian doctors be-
lieve Milagros is the perfect candi-
date for surgery to separate her
legs.

They plan to attempt the opera-
tion Feb. 24 and hope that after a

few years of treatment, Milagros
will be able to live a normal life.

“Our dream is for Milagros to
be able to run, walk and play like
every normal child,” said Dr.
Luis Rubio, the leader of the medi-
cal team.

Milagros, who looks months
younger than her actual age, was
born with a rare congenital defect
known as sirenomelia, or “mer-
maid syndrome.” The condition
occurs in one out of every 70,000
births and there are only three
known cases of children with the
affliction alive in the world today.

The deformity is almost always
fatal within days of delivery due
to serious defects to vital organs.
But Milagros — whose name
means “miracles” in Spanish —
has survived.

Although most of Milagros’ or-
gans, including her heart and

lungs, are in perfect condition, she
was born with serious internal de-
fects, including a deformed left kid-
ney and a very small right one lo-
cated very low in her body.

In addition, her digestive and
urinary tracts and her genitals
share a single tube.

Sirenomelia is usually fatal be-
cause of complications associated
with abnormal kidney and blad-
der development and function.

Milagros’ doctors have man-
aged to stave off kidney and blad-
der infections, allowing her to con-
tinue to grow, Rubio said.

His medical team has been
studying the case of Tiffany
Yorks, a 16-year-old American
girl born with sirenomelia whose
legs were successfully separated
when she was a baby. Rubio said
Yorks’ surgeon, Mutaz Habal, has
provided invaluable advice to the
Peruvian doctors.

AP

Peruvian doctor Luis Rubio plays

with 9-month-old baby Milagros

Cerron, who has sirenomelia, or

“mermaid syndrome.”

Baby with fused legs set for surgery
Chopper pizza delivery

LONDON — A British military
pilot who used an army helicop-
ter to make a pizza delivery has
been disciplined, the Ministry of
Defense said Tuesday.

The Lynx helicopter was on a
map-reading training exercise in
eastern England on Jan. 25 when
it made a landing in the Stanford
area, a Ministry of Defense
spokesman said.

“The pilot took it upon himself
to basically deliver this pizza,”
the spokesman said. “He has
been made aware that the chain
of command doesn’t condone his
actions and has been disci-
plined.”

He didn’t give details of the
punishment.

The Sun newspaper reported
that the pilot, a lieutenant, was de-
livering the pizza to his girlfriend,
a cadet officer.

License to clone

LONDON — The British gov-
ernment on Tuesday gave the cre-
ator of Dolly the Sheep a license
to clone human embryos for medi-
cal research into the cause of
motor neuron disease.

Ian Wilmut, who led the team
that created Dolly at Scotland’s
Roslin Institute in 1996, and
motor neuron expert Christopher
Shaw of the Institute of Psychia-
try in London, plan to clone em-
bryos to study how nerve cells go
awry to cause motor neuron dis-
ease. The experiments do not in-
volve creating cloned babies.

Engraving found in cave

LONDON — An engraving
thought to be 10,000 years old has
been uncovered in a cave, British
researchers said Monday.

The series of inscribed crosses
— found on the wall of the Ave-
line’s Hole cave in Somerset,
southwest England — are be-
lieved to date from the early Me-
solithic period just after the Ice
Age.

Jill Cook from the British Muse-
um’s Department of Prehistory
and Europe said the discovery
gave an insight into an early form
of communication.

“The few lines that form this
panel are a signature from the pe-
riod right at the end of the last Ice
Age when the present period of
warm climate was beginning,”
Cook said.

Villager kills panther

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
— A villager killed a panther
using a spear after the animal at-
tacked his friend in a remote Ma-
laysian jungle, a news report said
Tuesday.

Malek Saina, 30, said he was
searching for food when a pan-
ther attacked him in eastern Pah-
ang state on Saturday, the Star
daily reported.

“The panther managed to bite
my thigh and I screamed in pain,”
Malek told the daily. He said he
could not reach his spear, which
he’d left near a tree.

His screams alerted a passing
friend who rushed over, grabbed
the spear and stabbed the pan-
ther twice, killing the animal, the
report said.

Malek was hospitalized with
thigh injuries, but was in stable
condition, a hospital spokesman
in Pahang said on condition of an-
onymity.

From The Associated Press
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Tell us what you think
Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer’s address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330
APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Congratulations to the troops

To U.S. servicemembers serving in Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom:

On Jan. 30, Iraqis here, and in 18 coun-
tries across the globe, went to the polls in
what Prime Minister Ayad Allawi called
“the first true and free elections here in
our country.”

This was a great victory for the Iraqi
people and for freedom itself. It was
about the Iraqi people taking charge of
their future. It was an Iraqi success.

You and the Iraqi security forces were
key elements in helping the people of
Iraq arrive at this momentous point in
their history. Since freeing Iraq from tyr-
anny in 2003 you, and those who preced-
ed you, have diligently worked in partner-
ship with increasingly capable Iraqi forc-
es to create a security environment that
permits the political and economic devel-
opment that the Iraqi people desire. Your
success is evidenced by the election.

The election was an important step in
the journey the Iraqi people embarked
on when authority was transferred from
the Coalition Provisional Authority to the
Iraqi interim government in June. The
next steps will be the seating of the new
assembly and government, the drafting
of a constitution, and the choosing of a
constitutionally elected government in
December.

While there is more work to do, Iraq’s
success on Jan. 30 is both extraordinary
and irreversible. Our mission is to sus-
tain and expand this success as we begin
the progressive transition of the security
mission to the Iraqi forces. I have no
doubt that you will continue to prove wor-
thy of the trust accorded us by the Iraqi
people and by our countrymen and
women back home.

Congratulations on a job well done!
You helped shape history.

Army Gen. George W. Casey Jr.

Commander, Multi-National Force-Iraq

‘Separation’ isn’t mentioned

The writer of “Keep religion, state sep-
arate” (letter, Dec. 19) relies on the
American Civil Liberties Union Web site
as proof positive that the ACLU is a great
and wonderful organization.

The letter writer quotes the ACLU to
convince us that the ACLU is the, dare I
say it, bible when it comes to the Constitu-
tion. This is a flaw in logic in that it is an
appeal to authority on the ACLU using
the ACLU as the authority — very odd.

Let’s put the 1st Amendment out there
so everyone can see it:

“Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peace-
ably to assemble, and to petition the Gov-
ernment for a redress of grievances.”

Where in that passage is there a re-

quirement for separation of church and
state? “Separation of church and state” is
not in that passage or anywhere in the
Constitution or its amendments. Based
solely on the words, you’re likely as not
to conclude that the First Amendment is
designed to keep government out of reli-
gion, not vice versa.

This is not a religious argument, so
there is no need for the religious epithets
the letter writer throws around. It’s
about what the words in the Constitution
mean. If the letter writer, the ACLU and
other like-minded people want to redress
the government and add the words,
“There shall be a separation, an impene-
trable wall if you will, between church
and state and never shall the two mix,”
that is their right. But those words are
not in there now.

Doug Schumick

Stuttgart, Germany

Retired brass clearly partisan

Letter writer Gordon Uscier (“Ques-
tioning Gonzales justified,” Feb. 3) cor-
rectly says that retired generals have the
right to comment on this matter. But let
us not forget that many of these gentle-
men are partisans, men who have con-
stantly shown their hostility to the con-
duct of the war in Iraq.

That they are former flag officers does
not mean their comments are free of po-
litical animus. Indeed, we know that they
regard [Bush] administration policy as
largely a repudiation of what they did
while in command and a rejection of
their advice since.

John Schuh

Lake Dallas, Texas

Mattis comments no surprise

Well, Lt. Gen. James Mattis certainly
caused a stir recently in patriotic circles.
As an experienced Marine commander
who led troops in Afghanistan and Iraq,
his comments about the joys and fun of

killing human beings were rather vulgar
and gruesome. His assertion that is fun
to shoot guys that “ain’t got no manhood”
makes one wonder if there are other mili-
tary geniuses in high or low position of
like disposition.

Of course, we do have the evidence of
similar thinking and behavior from the
perpetrators of the Abu Ghraib incidents
of prison abuse. Maybe the lust for kill-
ing and abusing combatants and inno-
cents alike that manifested itself with
people like Lt. William Calley at My Lai
in Vietnam is still much in evidence in
our military.

Of course, do not mention this idea to
the Texas Swift boaters who denied such
a possibility in the recent presidential
campaign. Perhaps Sen. John Kerry was
right about American military behavior
in Vietnam.

All pro-lifers who focus on the single
issue of abortion might rightly examine
pro-life issues in regard to American mili-
tary behavior past and present. (By the
way, that challenge is for George Bush
and all church leaders who have re-
mained silent on the moral issues con-
cerning the pre-emptive war in Iraq
based on false assumptions.)

That would be a real values discussion
for people who relish dropping smart
bombs from the safety of 30,000 feet or
picking off people with automatic weap-
ons as if they were at a carnival turkey
shoot.

Terrence Lauerman

De Pere, Wis.

Service itself is recognition

The Combat Infantry Badge (other-
wise referred to as the CIB) seems to be
the topic of discussion as of late. It seems
like everyone in the Army has put in his
or her two cents’ worth on this subject;
guess it’s time to hear mine now.

The name says it all: Combat Infantry
Badge. Enough said. I am a logistics offic-
er who has been deployed in the war on
terrorism and I, like many others who
hold a noninfantry military occupational
specialty, have been shot at and returned
fire with the enemy. Do I think that I de-
serve the CIB for this? No.

One writer states that he thinks that he
should receive the CIB because he has
been out on convoys and has had mortar
rounds land inside his forward operating
base. Guess what, that is war! He should
keep his head down and use his training.

The writer also states that he wants his
“silly little badge” to make him feel
proud of what he’s done. If he can’t feel
proud of what he has done by just looking
over on his right shoulder as a perma-
nent reminder of where he has been and
what he has done, he needs to rethink
why he serves. If he’s in this business for
the medals and badges, maybe he needs
to find something else to do.

Capt. Heath Hawkes

Utapao, Thailand
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

BY DAVID KAY

O
ne year ago I told the Senate
Armed Services Committee that I
had concluded “we were almost
all wrong” at the time of the Iraq

war about that country’s activities with re-
gard to weapons of mass destruction — and
never more wrong than in the assessment
that Iraq had a resurgent program on the
verge of producing nuclear weapons. I testi-
fied about what I saw as the major reasons
we got it so wrong, and I urged the estab-
lishment of an independent commission to
examine this failure and begin the long-
overdue process of adjusting our intelli-
gence capabilities to the new national secu-
rity environment we face. It is an environ-
ment dominated by too-easy access to weap-
ons of mass destruction capabilities and to
the means of concealing such capabilities
from international inspection and national
intelligence agencies.

A year later we are still awaiting the inde-
pendent commission’s report. The discus-
sion of intelligence reform has focused on
reordering and adding structure on top of
an eroded intelligence foundation. And now
we hear the drumrolls again, this time an-
nouncing an accelerating nuclear weapons
program in Iran.

There is an eerie similarity to the events
preceding the Iraq war.

The International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy has announced that while Iran now ad-
mits having concealed for 18 years nuclear
activities that should have been reported to
the IAEA, it has found no evidence of a nu-
clear weapons program. Iran says it is now
cooperating fully with international inspec-
tions, and it denies having anything but a
peaceful nuclear energy program.

Vice President Dick Cheney is giving in-
terviews and speeches that paint a stark pic-
ture of a soon-to-be-nuclear-armed Iran
and declaring that this is something the
Bush administration will not tolerate.

Iranian exiles are providing the press
and governments with a steady stream of
new “evidence” concerning Iran’s nuclear

weapons activities. Secretary of State Con-
doleezza Rice has warned that Iran will not
be allowed to use the cover of civilian nucle-
ar power to acquire nuclear weapons, but
says an attack on Iran is “not on the agenda
at this point.” U.S. allies, while saying they
share the concern over Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions, remain determined to pursue diplo-
macy and say they cannot conceive of any
circumstance that would lead them to use
military force. And the press is beginning
to uncover U.S. moves that seem designed
to lay the basis for military action against
Iran.

Now is the time to recall what went
wrong with the assessment of Iraq’s WMD
program and try to avoid repeating those
mistakes in Iran. Five steps are essential.

First, accept the fact that the past cannot
be undone. Iran has, by its own admission,
engaged for at least 18 years in clandestine
nuclear activities that now give it the basis,
if it chooses, to pursue nuclear weapons.
That knowledge cannot be eliminated, so it
is nonsense to talk about eliminating Iran’s
nuclear capabilities short of war and occu-
pation. The goal, and one that is reachable,
is to craft a set of tools and transparency
measures that so tie Iran’s nuclear activi-
ties to the larger world of peaceful nuclear
activities that any attempt to push ahead on
the weapons front would be detectable and
very disruptive for Iran.

Second, acknowledge that dissidents and
exiles have their own agenda — regime
change — and that before being accepted
as truth any “evidence” they might supply
concerning Iran’s nuclear program must
be tested and confirmed by other sources.
And those other sources should not be, as
they often were in the case of Iraq, simply
other exiles, or the same information being
recycled among intelligence agencies.

Third, acknowledge what inspections by
the IAEA can do, and do not denigrate the
agency for what it cannot do. International
inspection, when it works, is best at con-
firming whether a state is complying with
its international obligations. It is not

equipped to uncover clandestine weapons
programs. When Mohamed ElBaradei says
his IAEA has found no evidence of an Irani-
an nuclear weapons program, he is speak-
ing honestly as to the limitations of the pow-
ers of his inspectors. Rather than ridiculing
him and the IAEA, we should acknowledge
what they have accomplished in determin-
ing that Iran has not lived up to its obliga-
tions and concentrate on how we can use in-
ternational inspections to uncover — more
quickly, one hopes — any future violations.

Fourth, understand that overheated rhet-
oric from policy-makers and senior admin-
istration officials, unsupported by evidence
that can stand international scrutiny, under-
mines the ability of the United States to halt
Iran’s nuclear activities. Having gone to the
United Nations Security Council on the
basis of flawed evidence to “prove” Iraq’s
WMD activities, it only invites derision to
cite unsubstantiated exile reports to
“prove” that Iran is developing nuclear
weapons.

Fifth, a National Intelligence Estimate as

to Iran’s nuclear activities should not be a
rushed and cooked document used to justi-
fy the threat of military action. Now is the
time for serious analysis that genuinely
tries to pull together all the evidence and an-
alytical skills of the vast U.S. intelligence
community to reach the best possible judg-
ment on the status of that program and the
gaps in our knowledge. That assessment
should not be led by a team that is trying to
prove a case for its boss. Now is the time to
reach outside the secret brotherhood and
pull in respected outsiders to lead the as-
sessment.

Nuclear weapons in the hands of Iran
would be a grave danger to the world. That
is not what is in doubt. What is in doubt is
the ability of the U.S. government to honest-
ly assess Iran’s nuclear status and to craft a
set of measures that will cope with that
threat short of military action by the United
States or Israel.

David Kay was the first leader of the Iraq Survey
Group searching for weapons of mass destruction
in Iraq. He resigned a year ago. This column first
appeared in The Washington Post.

The Washington Post

T
he first and most important point
to make about the preliminary re-
port on corruption in the United
Nations’ oil-for-food program is

that it is not a whitewash. Despite dark
hints that Paul Volcker, the former Federal
Reserve chairman who led the investiga-
tion, was too chummy with the U.N. bosses,
Thursday’s report did name names. Most
notably, it accused Benon Sevan of having
received the rights to purchase millions of
barrels of discounted oil from Iraqi offi-
cials while he was serving as the director
of the oil-for-food program.

Suspicions that Kofi Annan, the U.N. sec-
retary-general, would try to sweep the
story under the carpet also have not prov-
en correct. Annan has announced that he
will pursue disciplinary proceedings
against Sevan and other U.N. officials.

The question now is what, if anything,
these findings say about the United Na-
tions itself. Congressional critics who see
something unique or unusual in this report
of U.N. corruption should look harder at
the behavior of American, British and
other companies in Iraq during that peri-
od: The vast majority of the oil smuggling
had nothing to do with the United Nations
and everything to do with the Western com-
panies and governments that were benefit-
ing, one way or another, from the Iraqi
sanctions. More to the point, U.N. Security

Council members, including the United
States, turned a blind eye to allegations of
corruption while it was going on, and they
may have even used it to benefit U.S. allies
in the region. Volcker has said that he has
found more openness and willingness to
share documents about these issues in the
United Nations than in some corners of the
U.S. government.

It is also true, however, that the
oil-for-food scandal should provide a les-
son for those who continue to believe that

the United Nations can or should play a
larger political role than it does today.

The U.N. serves many useful and neces-
sary functions, including the coordination
of international relief. Peacekeeping
troops flying the U.N. flag can help moni-
tor cease-fires in regions where there is a
genuine peace to keep. But this is an organi-
zation that is severely limited in its capaci-
ty to manage complex financial and politi-
cal programs, both by its necessarily politi-
cized hiring practices and by its lack of

funds. It is not an organization that can op-
erate well in war zones such as Bosnia or
Congo, or in deeply corrupt countries such
as Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.

The U.N. oil-for-food report should not
be used as yet another excuse for
U.N.-bashing by citizens of countries
whose governments behaved at least as
badly in pre-war Iraq. At the same time, it
should force those in this country and
around the world who believe that interna-
tional organizations will soon take the
place of nation-states to think twice.

Oil-for-food report rightly spreads around blame

Search for WMD in Iraq no blueprint for Iran

OPINION
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Geology graduate student Giovaro

Romero takes a break from his

work and talks on a cell phone in

front of Breland Hall at New

Mexico State University in Las

Cruces, N.M.

Junk food in school

KY
FRANKFORT — A
House committee ap-

proved legislation to get rid
of junk food and reduce soft
drink consumption in Ken-
tucky schools. Potato chips
and candy bars would be
removed from school
vending machines if the
measure becomes law,
while soft drinks
would be off limits
for elementary school
students. Older students could
have soft drinks but also would be
offered water, fruit juices and milk
as healthy alternatives.

Bad blueberry year

ME
BANGOR — Maine’s 2004
blueberry harvest was the

state’s worst in more than a de-
cade. Growers harvested 46 mil-
lion pounds last year, the smallest
crop since 1991, according to the
New England Agricultural Statis-
tics Service. The poor showing is
blamed on last year’s cold winter
and berry disease brought on by a
wet spring.

Cell phones in prison

AR
LITTLE ROCK — Arkan-
sas legislators are consider-

ing a plan to keep cell phones out
of state and local prisons.

Corrections officials see the
spread of cell phones as a threat to
security. The bill would make it a
felony to give a cell phone to any-
one serving time or being held
pending trial.

Same name dispute

NC
LILLINGTON — Retired
judge Robert B. Morgan

often gets mistaken for a former
U.S. senator with the same name.
But he still thinks he should get to
keep $18,000 sent to the wrong
man.

Harnett County officials mailed
an $18,042 check to the retired
judge in April 2003. Now, they
want the money back because it
was supposed to go to former Sen.
Robert B. Morgan.

Judge Morgan, 89, said he
doesn’t believe he should have to
return the money. “It’s been two
years. I spent it and paid taxes on
it,” he said.

“They made the mistake, I
didn’t. If I make a mistake, I don’t
expect anyone else to pay for it,”
the judge said.

The $18,000 was for a sewer line
easement through the senator’s
property. Judge Morgan, who said
the check had his own address,
thought the money was for a water
line easement on his property.

Homemade bombs go off

KS
WICHITA — A 17-year-old
student has been charged

with making homemade bombs
that exploded outside the homes of
two teachers.

Authorities believe Marcus Cur-
ran also set off explosives outside
the home of a school secretary and
on a high school football field. No
one was hurt in the blasts.

Curran was arrested at Nicker-
son High School in south-central
Kansas and taken to a juvenile de-
tention center on five counts of
arson and two counts of attempted
arson. A hearing was scheduled to
determine if he is charged as a ju-

venile or adult.

Five of the bombs exploded, two
were found unexploded in mailbox-
es and three others were duds,
Reno County Sheriff Randy Hend-
erson said.

The five devices that exploded
were powerful enough to destroy
mailboxes, and one shattered the
windshield of a car owned by one
of the teachers, the sheriff said.

Officials reported the first explo-
sion Jan. 16.

Reed to run for office

GA
ATLANTA — Ralph Reed,
former Christian Coalition

director and President Bush’s
southeast regional chairman in
2004, filed paperwork allowing
him to make a bid for lieutenant
governor next year.

Candidates cannot accept
money for campaigns until they
have registered a committee,
which Reed did in his filing.

From 1989 to 1997, Reed was ex-
ecutive director of the Christian
Coalition, the organization formed
by evangelist Pat Robertson. He
was credited with being the major
force behind the organization’s
fund-raising success.

Reed, 43, headed the Georgia Re-
publican Party from 2002 to 2003,
a period in which Republicans
elected their first governor since
Reconstruction and took control of
the state Senate. The party also
now controls the state House of
Representatives.

The lieutenant governor’s office

likely will be vacant
in 2006.

The incumbent,
Democrat Mark Tay-
lor, is expected to chal-

lenge Gov. Sonny Perdue.

Street shooting

NY
NEW YORK — A

woman and her fian-
cé were gunned down on a
busy Manhattan street in a
brazen shooting that investiga-
tors believe was committed by

the woman’s ex-husband, who
then turned the gun on himself.

Inessa Ivanov, 39, was killed and
John Turco, 56, was critically
wounded in the shooting at Madi-
son Avenue and 57th Street, police
said. The area is known for its posh
shopping, including nearby stores
Hermes, Burberry and Chanel.

Vadim Ivanov, 43, the alleged
gunman, was found nearby, mortal-
ly wounded with a pistol in his lap
and binoculars police believe were
used to track the victims, police
said.

Home eviction death

NC
WINSTON-SALEM — A
man who lost his home in a

foreclosure sale was convicted of
killing his home’s new owner as he
was about to be evicted.

Bobby Leon Griffin, 60, was sen-
tenced to life in prison without the
possibility of parole after he was
convicted of murder and other
charges.

Frank Lama, who bought the
foreclosed house, wanted Griffin
to stay in it as a tenant and sign a
lease. Witnesses testified that Grif-
fin missed an appointment to sign
a rental agreement, stopped return-
ing phone calls and did not make
any rent payments.

In June 2003, months after the
home changed hands, Lama went
there with a Forsyth County sher-
iff’s deputy to evict Griffin. That’s
when Lama shot Griffin.

Man’s trial date set

NY
SYRACUSE — A man ac-
cused of killing his girl-

friend in 1990 and keeping her de-
composing body in a rented stor-
age facility for 14 years will go on
trial in April.

Onondaga County Judge Antho-
ny Aloi set an April 4 trial date for
accused killer George Geddes Jr.
after ruling Geddes’ admissions to
police could be used as evidence.

Geddes, 53, of Syracuse, was ar-
rested April 1 after police found
the wrapped, decomposed body of
his former girlfriend, Margaret
“Peggy” Reome. The body of the
mother of three was discovered in
a trunk inside a unit at a self-stor-
age facility in the Syracuse sub-
urb of Clay. An autopsy deter-
mined she died from severe trau-
ma to the head.

Cable work completed

CT
HARTFORD — The Cross
Sound Cable Co. completed

work to rebury sections of its cable
along the Long Island Sound sea-
bed.

The 330-megawatt cable be-
tween Connecticut and Long Is-
land, N.Y., was activated in June,
but power was shut off for several
months while the company worked
to rebury sections that did not
meet the depth requirements.

Break in a circle

Toby Lee, 6, of De Pere, Wis., sticks his tongue

out during a “Lion Dance” at a Chinese New Year

Celebration inside Rose Hall at University of Wisconsin-Green Bay.

Lion baiting

A worker walks in front

of a giant leather boot at

Red Wing Shoes in Red Wing, Minn. Using ladders, cranes and special

rigging, company employees and retirees have built a supersized “638-D”

replica of the company’s classic work boot No. 877. The boot stands 16

feet tall and is 20 feet long. The shoelace is 104 feet long. The Guinness

Book of Records recognized the boot as the world’s largest shoe.

Monster boot breaks record
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Ameet Prasad, left, and others place

flowers in the sand to honor the

victims of Alaska Airlines flight 261 during a fifth anniversary memorial of

the crash in Port Hueneme, Calif. Prasad lost his brother, Anjesh Prasad,

and cousins Avenesh Deo and Amit Deo.

Tara DeVido and her 11-month-old

daughter, Anna, take a walk

around their Anderson, S.C.,

neighborhood.

Herring worries

CA
SAN FRANCISCO — Scien-
tists are worried about the

health of the San Francisco Bay’s
herring population. Fishermen
also have found it increasingly dif-
ficult to earn a living in the bay’s
last significant commercial fish-
ery, but argue the herring popula-
tion is healthy and state restric-
tions are the cause of their woes.

“Many fishermen have already
quit,” said Ernie Koepf, 53, a com-
mercial fishermen who heads the
California Herring Association.

State biologists cite a number of
reasons for so few herring being
landed this season, including
fewer boats, smaller spawnings
and undersized fish that are off lim-
its. They say they are hopeful more
schools will come to the bay during
the remainder of the season.

Ski instructor dies

VT
RICHMOND — Virginia
Davis Cochran, who taught

more than 10,000 children to ski,
has died. She was 76. Cochran
started the Cochran Ski Area in
Richmond with her husband, Mick-
ey, in 1961, and taught there for
more than 40 years. Daughter Bar-
bara Ann won the Olympic gold
medal in slalom in Sapporo, Japan,
in 1972 and daughter Marilyn was
the first American to win a World
Cup in the giant slalom in 1969.

Hold the salt

FL
TAMPA — Tampa Bay
Water says it’s ready to

crank up its troubled desalination
plant again. The plant will run
through spring as experts search
for undetected problems, then go
off-line until late next year for $29
million in repairs. The main prob-
lem is that salt filters clog too
quickly. The pioneering plant has
been idle for a year except for pro-
ducing water one week each
month to maintain the machinery.

Checking IDs

WI
MILWAUKEE — A new
policy requires cashiers at

Roundy’s grocery stores to check
the identification of everyone buy-
ing cigarettes or alcohol, whether
they look 21 or 91. The company
says it started its “We Card Be-
cause We Care” program to pre-
vent underage drinking and tobac-
co use and help local law enforce-
ment. Roundy’s owns 77 stores in
Wisconsin, nearly all of which are
Pick ’N Save or Copps.

Tax amnesty program

CA
SACRAMENTO — Indus-
try groups are pushing to

scale back a tax amnesty program
designed to raise millions of dollars
in unpaid taxes from Californians
who cheated on their returns.

Corporations and anti-tax
groups worry the two-month am-
nesty, which ends March 31, could
impose steep penalties on taxpay-
ers who have legitimate reasons
not to participate. Tax officials esti-
mate the program could raise $280
million in new revenues and anoth-
er $300 million in future taxes.

DNA case backlog

IL
SPRINGFIELD — The Illi-
nois State Police said its

backlog of criminal DNA cases
was nearly wiped clean last year.

Extra funding to hire more scien-

tists helped the state crime lab cut
its DNA backlog from more than
1,100 cases to 153 cases at the end
of 2004.

Sex offender neighbor

AR
SPRINGDALE — A devel-
oper who claims sales in a

subdivision stopped after a sex of-
fender and his wife bought a home
has sued the couple and the real es-
tate company that arranged the
purchase.

NGI Rental filed the $2 million
lawsuit against Randall Dee Col-
lins and his wife, as well as the real
estate company that arranged
their new home purchase.

Randall Collins, 39, was convict-
ed of molesting young girls and is
listed on the Arkansas Crime Infor-
mation Center Web site.

According to the lawsuit, his
wife hired a real estate company to
sell her old home, saying she had
married a sex offender and that
her home was too close to a school.

A day after the couple bought a
home in a new subdivision, the po-
lice department distributed fliers
detailing Collins’ case.

The lawsuit alleges Collins called
the developer and offered to move
for $250,000, “or he would stay
there and kill their subdivision.”

Cleaning the river

OR
SALEM — Some legisla-
tors and Gov. Ted Kulon-

goski are launching a campaign to
clean up the Willamette River. For
years, the 187-mile river has bene-
fited farms and cities alike. But
heavy use and population growth
have polluted the river with heavy
metals, pesticides, waste and chlo-
rinated water. The governor has
called for cleaning up an aban-
doned mine that leaches mercury
into the river.

Steroids in school

TX
DALLAS — Texas high
school students searching

for athletic fame or a chiseled phy-
sique are easily obtaining and
using steroids, and many coaches
are looking the other way, accord-
ing to a four-month investigation
by The Dallas Morning News.
Some coaches conceded that the
lack of testing programs and legal
concerns made them hesitant to
confront an athlete or confide in a
parent.

Woman attacked twice

VT
BRATTLEBORO — A man
was ordered held without

bail after he was charged with as-
saulting a woman twice in less
than six hours.

Torren Boyd, 23, of Brattleboro
allegedly assaulted the woman
shortly before 11 p.m. on a Thurs-
day and then again shortly before 5
a.m. the next day, according to the
Brattleboro Police Department.

Boyd was first arrested at 11
p.m. Thursday, according to po-
lice, and charged with first-degree
aggravated domestic assault and vi-
olation of his conditions of release
on a previous unrelated charge.

A few hours later, the alleged vic-
tim told police that Boyd had as-
saulted her again.

When Boyd was arrested on the
Friday morning and charged with
his second violation of conditions
of release, he was found to have
25.5 grams of crack cocaine on
him, police said.

Stories and photos from wire services

From left, Nicholas Flair, Cindy Marvell and Carter Brown perform a scene from

“Lazer Vaudeville,” which begins preview performances Feb. 16 at off-Broadway’s

John Houseman Theater in New York. The show opens March 9.

Christine Donahoe, a freshman at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, rests while

enjoying the 40 degree temperatures on the UW campus.

It’s a toss up

Snow snooze

Strollin’ with mom
Flowers in the sand



BY LISA FERGUSON

Las Vegas Sun

M
ost comics will likely never experience the
sort of bombing that James P. Connolly has en-
dured in his career.

A former Marine Corps officer, Connolly
was in Kuwait during the early 1990s, serving in Opera-
tion Desert Storm. More than a decade had passed when
he returned to the region last fall, as part of the “Comics
on Duty World Tour,” to entertain U.S. troops fighting in
Iraq.

“It was like going
back and reliving a
part of my life that I
never thought I’d get
to relive,” he said.
“It felt like the Ma-
rine Corps, and it
felt like wartime, but
nobody asked me to
do anything remote-
ly manly or testoster-
one-driven.”

His orders this
time around were to
boost soldiers’ mo-
rale.

“Everyone was
talking about when
they were due to ro-
tate home, and they
just wanted to talk to
you. ... It was more
of a human thing
than a war-torn
thing,” Connolly
said. “What we got
to experience was ev-
eryone taking a
break from the war
scenario to spend
some time with us
and laugh, and that’s
just like going into a
comedy club when
people take a break
from their lives.”

As part of the “bare-bones tour,” Connolly and his fel-
low comedians — who slept in tents alongside the troops
and used outdoor latrines — staged shows throughout
Iraq, including in the embattled cities of Najaf and Fallu-
jah.

“The thing about Fallujah was that everywhere in Iraq,
people would say ..., ‘As long as you don’t go to Fallujah’ ”

— a group of Army soldiers among them, he recalls: “They
asked, ‘Where are you off to next?’ and we said, ‘Well,
we’re headed to Fallujah,’ and (from) these 250 soldiers,
this collective sigh went, ‘Oh.’ ” Despite others’ concerns
about the comics’ safety, Connolly insists he wasn’t wor-
ried.

“I always tell them, ‘First of all, I’m very confident that
we’ll be protected by our armed men and women of the
United States government.’ And, I said, ‘Secondly, I carry
something in my pocket that the Marine Corps gave me
years ago (to use) in just such a crisis: It’s a copy of my dis-

charge papers.’ ” Meanwhile, two Marines were assigned
to serve as the performers’ security detachment through-
out Iraq.

Even some of Connolly’s old military gear came in
handy during the tour: The comic brought with him a pair
of “desert boots” he’d been issued at the conclusion of his
Desert Storm service.

Back then, “It was like, ‘Thanks a lot; we’ve been here a

year and a half — really appreciate the new boots now,’ ”
he recalls. “So, I had them in my closet for like a decade
and I never used them.”

Connolly — who was stationed at California’s Camp
Pendleton while serving from 1988 through 1992 — cred-
its the military for helping him uncover his comedic tal-
ents.

“I think I’m the only comedian whose career started
with a direct order from his colonel,” he boasts, explaining
how he penned some one-liners the colonel used to riff on
other officers during a roast event.

Upon retiring
from the Marines,
the Harvard grad
started a short-lived
career as a
DJ/karaoke host in
San Diego before re-
locating 10 years
ago to Los Angeles,
where he took a
comedy class and
hit the open-mike
circuit with an act
built on his hipster
persona.

“I talk about the
one thing I know bet-
ter than anything
else: me,” he jokes.

Having been a fi-
nalist at several
comedy festivals
around the country,
in 2002 he was
crowned Grand
Champion on “Next
Big Star,” a TV tal-
ent show hosted by
Ed McMahon.

He also hosted the
VH1 game show
“Movie Obsessions,”
and recorded a CD,
“Pure Polyester,” in
2004.

“Most people that
know me as a comedian have no clue that I was in the Ma-

rine Corps,” he says. “People that were in the Marine

Corps might be shocked to find out that I ended up being a

stand-up comic.”

As for the prospects of making a return trip to Iraq to en-

tertain the troops again, Connolly says, “Let’s put it this

way, it will be very hard to say no.”

Reigning ‘Idol’ defends her song

Reigning American Idol Fantasia Barrino said one song
on her new CD, “Free Yourself,” is
dedicated to young mothers who
struggle to support themselves and
their children — just as she does.

Her “Baby Mama” track has elicit-
ed some criticism as endorsing chil-
dren out of wedlock, but Barrino, 20,
said she isn’t promoting teenage moth-
erhood.

Barrino has a 3-year-old daughter
named Zion. She said she isn’t
ashamed of being a teenage mother,
but “if I could have waited, I would
have.”

She will be a co-host of the Soul
Train Awards on Feb. 28, and she is nominated for an
NAACP Image Award as outstanding female artist.

Hemingway’s sensitive manuscript

The macho hunter image of Ernest Hemingway is re-
placed by a picture of the author as a confident and happy
man in one of his last manuscripts, to be published this
fall.

Written while Hemingway was on safari in Kenya from

late 1953 to early 1954, “Under Kilimanjaro” is lighter and
more comedic than the author’s other work, said coeditor
Robert Lewis, a Hemingway scholar at the University of
North Dakota.

“Without this book, I think people would tend to stereo-
type Hemingway as they have in the past, as the macho
man, the man of blood sports. ... That man is completely ab-
sent from this book,” Lewis said.

The unabridged novel, published by Kent State Universi-
ty Press, in Kent, Ohio, is expected in bookstores in Sep-
tember.

Dr. Laura’s son joins Special Forces

Tough talking radio host Dr. Laura Schlessinger’s
19-year-old son will join the U.S. Spe-
cial Forces later this year — an en-
deavor that could take him to Iraq.

Schlessinger, famous for doling out
conservative advice on her nationally
syndicated call-in show, told about
300 people at a 425th Civil Affairs Bat-
talion event on Saturday that she
wasn’t too worried about her son,
Deryk Bishop.

“I brought my son up to be a war-
rior,” she said from Santa Barbara,

Calif. “I feel sorry for the mothers of

the bad guys. And I just have a good feeling.”
Bishop, who enlisted last year, joined his mother on

stage and told the audience including U.S. Army reservists
that he resents how Americans criticize the war without
recognizing the sacrifices soldiers make.

Spike Lee: Find a career you love

Filmmaker Spike Lee told a crowd of college students
that they should try to find a career that will make them
happy, not necessarily one that will
make them rich.

“Hopefully, you’ll be able to find a
career path that you love and be able
to make a living out of that,” Lee told
about 1,000 Miami University stu-
dents in Oxford, Ohio.

He urged students to use their col-
lege years to discover what they
would enjoy doing during their lives.

“You do not want to be sitting 20
years from now when you dread wak-
ing up in the morning to go to a job
that you hate,” Lee said.

Lee’s credits include “School Daze,” “Do the Right

Thing,” “Jungle Fever,” and “Malcolm X.”

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Lee

Photos courtesy of James P. Connolly

Left: Connolly stands in front

of the sign for Camp Fallu-

jah, Iraq, during his “Comics

on Duty World Tour.” Above:

Connolly uses one-liners and

personal experience to get

laughs during his routines.

Former Marine who served in Desert Storm tours Iraq to entertain troops
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Q. I recently got a new notebook
computer and could definitely use
the “print to file” feature if I could
only get it to work. When not con-
nected to the printer, the comput-
er hangs up. When connected, it
creates a file that will not print. In
the DOS days, I used to
have a freeware TSR that
was very handy for this
type of purpose.

— Roger Kemps
Here is that drill, and

where you went wrong:
To get Windows to print
text files to special print
files in the PRN format
for later use, you need to
add a printer called Ge-
neric. So Click on Start
and then Control Panel
and open the Printers
and Fax icon.

Pick Add a Printer in
the pane at the left. Select Local
Printer in the next prompt and
clear the button that asks if you
want Windows to look for a
plug-and-play printer.

Next comes the key step of des-
ignating a printer port. This likely
is at the root of your problem.
Make sure you do not use the rec-
ommended default, which is
LPT1, but rather scroll down the
list of ports to USB001, which is
the port most printers now use. In
the box that comes up next show-
ing your printer model, scroll
down to Generic.

Now click Do Not Share This
Printer and then say No when
asked to print a test page.

Now you can open a document
that is prepared in text mode and
click File/Print and then select
Print to File. This will create a
file in the DOS-type PRN format
for later printing simply by giving
it a click.

Q. In a recent column, you
made a reference to scanning
equipment that can be used to
scan photographic slides. Are
there specific scanner models or
features/resolution specifica-
tions that I should look for to as-
sure that I get good results? —
Paul Sundberg

A. Here is a great opportunity
to help folks do the kind of shop-
ping you need to do using the Goo-
gle search engine, Mr. S. So go to
www.google.comand use the
search term “photo scanners” to
get started.

The results will have
at the top of the page —
and down the side — of-
ferings paid for by the
biggest companies in the
photo-scanner trade,
such as Hewlett-Pack-
ard, Epson and Canon.

When I tested this for
you the HP ad was in
first place and the
search hit an excellent
choice in the HP ScanJet
4070 Photosmart scan-
ner. It comes with a use-
ful feature called a photo
door that lets users feed

filmstrips into a slot.
Like other photo scanners in

this area, the device comes with
software that automatically cor-
rects things like faded colors,
minor blemishes and scratches.
The price I found on Google was
$130, which I consider low.

I’ve tested a couple of these
Photosmart scanners and was
pleased — although I’ve enjoyed
equally good results from Epson
and Canon. My take on the experi-
ence is that they all offer pretty
much equal functionality for
hobby use and so price probably
is the best criterion.

If you really want to get down
and dirty about price, use a Goo-
gle feature called Froogle to find
products by price. Go to
http://froogle.google.com and
use the same search term. On the
left of the resulting display is a
command to sort the results by
price, starting either at the low or
high end. Pick the low, of course,
and you will find pretty much all
the available photo scanners sold
over the Web.

Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at
jcoates@tribune.com or via snail mail at
the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435 N.
Michigan Ave., Chicago IL 60611. Ques-
tions can be answered only through this
column. Add your point of view at
chicagotribune.com/askjim.

BY GENARO C. ARMAS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Americans
are increasingly turning to Inter-
net auction sites to buy and sell
goods from around the world, and
a growing number think they
might be getting a raw deal on-
line.

The number of complaints filed
with the Federal Trade Commis-
sion over Internet auctions has
nearly doubled from 51,000 in
2002 to more than 98,000 last
year, the agency said Tuesday in
its annual report on consumer
fraud and identity-theft com-
plaints.

The online complaints cover ev-
erything from the failure of sell-
ers to deliver goods or services to
consumers claiming their pur-
chases weren’t worth the price
they paid.

Complaints for all types of
fraud have grown since 2002, ac-
cording to the FTC report. Inter-
net auction grievances comprised
13 percent of the 403,000 total
fraud complaints in 2002; in 2004,
it made up 16 percent of the
635,000 grievances.

Americans are becoming more
wary of potential scams, heeding
the advice of public awareness
campaigns, said Betsy Broder, a
lawyer with the FTC’s consumer
protection bureau.

“We like to think that people
are more savvy about shopping
online. They’ve learned to take
precautions that just because it’s
on the Internet doesn’t mean that
it’s legitimate,” Broder said.

The only other category in
which more complaints were
filed in 2004 was identity theft —
39 percent, or more than 246,000
of the total complaints, down
slightly from 40 percent in 2002.
It was the fifth straight year that
identity theft topped the list of
consumer concerns.

Identity theft involves stealing
someone’s personal information
for financial gain. The most com-
mon cases involve credit cards,
followed by telephone or utility,
bank and workplace fraud.

Consumers and businesses ap-
pear to be taking more caution in
protecting credit card informa-
tion, Broder said. In 2004, 17 per-
cent of identity theft complaints
involved someone trying to use a
victim’s personal information to
open a credit account, down from
24 percent in 2002.

According to the FTC, the third
most common complaint involved
shop-at-home or catalog sales, ac-
counting for 8 percent of grievanc-
es in 2004. It was followed by com-
plaints about Internet-related ser-
vice issues (6 percent), such as un-
disclosed Web site charges and
spyware, and foreign money of-
fers (6 percent).

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs .......................................... $1.3098
Dollar buys ....................................... €0.7635
British pound ........................................ $1.90
Japanese yen (Feb. 10) ..................... 102.00
South Korean won (Feb. 9) ........... 1,000.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................ 0.37699
British pound .................................... $1.8587
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2556
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.50
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 5.8153
Euro ......................................... $1.278/0.7825
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7995
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 191.24
Iceland (Krona) ..................................... 61.93
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3554
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 104.84
Kuwait (Dinar) .................................. 0.29191
Norway (Krone) ..................................... 6.17
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 54.59
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6412
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,026.20
Switzerland (Franc) ............................... 1.15
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 38.33
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.3310

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $412.20
Silver ..................................................... $6.52

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.50
Discount rate ......................................... 3.50
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.50
3-month bill ............................................ 2.49
30-year bond .......................................... 4.42
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Reward cards
allow you to earn redeemable re-
bates or points for purchases
you make. These aren’t typical
store-sponsored credit cards —
reward programs are offered by
major credit-card companies
and can be used anywhere.

Potential rewards include air-
line tickets, car rebates, cash
back and contributions to a col-
lege savings plan. With so many
choices, consumers are fickle.
So reports Maritz Loyalty Mar-
keting, which found in a survey
of loyalty program users that 20

percent had switched cards be-
cause they didn’t like their op-
tions for redeeming points.
While getting something back
for your purchases may sound
like good, do your research.

Reward cards typically have
an APR about 4 percentage
points higher than other credit
cards — around 14 to 16 per-
cent. With such high interest
charges, a rewards card makes
sense if you plan to pay off the
balance each month.To find a
program that works for you,
visit www.creditcards.com/,
www.credit-reviews.com/ or
www.creditcarecenter.com/.

FCC says complaints targeting
online auction sites nearly double

Ask Jim

Jim Coates

Loyalty key on reward deals

Internet scams

YOUR MONEY

Printer is key to
‘print to file’ tool

MONDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,715.76 -.37 ... -.62 +1.29
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,602.13 +4.32 +.12 -5.16 +24.05

352.79 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 351.81 -.98 -.28 +5.03 +30.29
7,273.18 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,200.91 -16.52 -.23 -.68 +8.42
1,470.74 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,468.90 -1.78 -.12 +2.41 +19.71
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,082.03 -4.63 -.22 -4.29 +1.04
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,201.72 -1.31 -.11 -.84 +5.43

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 660.35 -1.35 -.20 -.45 +10.65
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 636.62 -.82 -.13 -2.29 +8.73

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,850.86 -15.05 -.13 -1.00 +6.60

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 70.73 +.55 +8.2
Armor Holdings ... 29 44.36 -.09 -5.7
Boeing 1.00 23 52.50 -.08 +1.4
Computer Sciences ... 18 52.43 +.25 -7.0
Engineered Sup Sys .07 23 61.66 +1.73 +4.1
General Dynamics 1.44 17 105.14 +1.23 +.5
General Electric .88 23 36.23 -.02 -.7
Halliburton .50 ... 40.99 -.98 +4.5
Harris Corp. .48 27 64.50 +.26 +4.4
Allied Signal .83 22 37.69 -.16 +6.4
L-3 Communications .40 21 73.51 +2.02 +.4
Lockheed Martin 1.00 21 58.14 +.49 +4.7
NorthrpG s .92 18 53.10 +.84 -2.3
Raytheon .80 41 38.35 +.43 -1.2
Rockwell Intl. .66 23 59.34 -.98 +19.8
Sequa Corp. ... 35 57.46 -.23 -6.0
Texas Instruments .10 23 24.70 -.05 +.3
Textron Inc. 1.40 29 74.41 -.09 +.8
United Technologies 1.76 18 100.18 -1.54 -3.1

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 475497 3.29 +.07
Pfizer 423767 24.91 +.68
QwestCm 189161 4.39 -.46
ExxonMbl 153799 55.40 +.11
SprntFON 150940 23.95 -.60
NortelN lf 148664 3.13 -.04
GenElec 136894 36.23 -.02
EMC Cp 128199 13.16 +.01
TimeWarn 123786 17.97 -.07
Corning 116887 11.76 +.44

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 455046 120.07 -.16
SemiHTr 224455 32.65 -.07
Gurunet n 65594 26.45 +3.47
iShRs2000 60472 126.75 -.03
iShJapan 58929 10.55 -.03
WheatR g 55378 3.11 -.18
DJIA Diam 36919 107.01 +.01
SP Engy 36738 38.79 -.26
SP Fncl 32090 30.44 +.03
OilSvHT 29561 89.60 -1.64

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 690708 37.67 -.08
Cisco 620951 18.16 +.26
Microsoft 572909 26.16 -.16
Intel 535676 22.91 -.09
SiriusS 458690 6.16 -.26
Oracle 429734 13.55 -.11
Axonyx 338114 1.81 -3.04
ApldMatl 294087 16.72 -.07
JDS Uniph 286684 2.02 +.02
JnprNtw 251251 23.14 +.17

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.95 -.06 -.5
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 54.35 -.24 -2.6
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.90 -.05 -1.9
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 42.55 -.05 -.6
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.42 +.01 +.1
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.18 ... -.2
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.62 -.04 -1.5
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.50 -.08 -1.1
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.21 +.01 +.9
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 34.42 -.11 -2.4
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 30.21 -.05 -.9
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 28.35 -.04 +.5
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.81 -.06 -.1
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.38 -.02 -.6
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.70 -.03 -.6
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.84 -.05 -1.2
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.72 -.02 +.1
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 43.28 -.36 -1.4
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.27 -.06 -2.4
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.58 -.03 -1.8
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.10 +.01 +1.1
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.33 ... +.9
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.68 -.02 +1.1
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.05 -.04 -.8
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 45 39
Bahrain 66 45
Beijing 34 16
Beirut 53 42
Bermuda 67 59
Caracas 84 74
Helsinki 27 24
Hong Kong 71 59
Lisbon 58 43

HI LO
Manila 84 74
Mexico City 74 48
Montreal 35 21
Riyadh 62 42
Rio de. Jan 82 71
Seoul  39 13
Sofia  29 08
Sydney 84 64
Tokyo 53 37

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 80 61
Dakar  73 63
Freetown 89 75
Kinshasa 85 72

HI LO
Mogadishu 88 74
Nairobi 82 56
Rabat   62 45
Tripoli 66 46

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 48 31 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 35 25 Snow
Albany,N.Y. 38 23 Cldy
Albuquerque 50 30 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 46 32 Cldy
Amarillo 46 23 PCldy
Anchorage 26 16 Cldy
Asheville 57 37 Rain
Atlanta 61 39 Rain
Atlantic City 46 35 Cldy
Austin 58 40 Cldy
Baltimore 48 32 Rain
Baton Rouge 64 42 Rain
Billings 43 27 PCldy
Birmingham 58 34 Rain
Bismarck 24 10 PCldy
Boise 46 28 Clr
Boston 46 34 Cldy
Bridgeport 46 33 Cldy
Brownsville 72 55 Cldy
Buffalo 33 22 Snow
Burlington,Vt. 33 21 Cldy
Caribou,Maine 30 16 Cldy
Casper 36 14 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 68 49 Rain
Charleston,W.Va. 53 31 Rain
Charlotte,N.C. 63 43 Rain
Chattanooga 57 37 Rain
Cheyenne 37 17 PCldy
Chicago 28 18 Snow
Cincinnati 38 28 Snow

Cleveland 34 25 Snow
Colorado Springs 36 17 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 64 44 Rain
Columbus,Ga. 65 44 Rain
Columbus,Ohio 39 27 Snow
Concord,N.H. 40 24 Cldy
Corpus Christi 69 50 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 52 33 Cldy
Dayton 36 25 Snow
Daytona Beach 75 56 Cldy
Denver 39 19 PCldy
Des Moines 23 13 Cldy
Detroit 31 21 Snow
Duluth 20 4 Cldy
El Paso 61 40 PCldy
Elkins 50 27 Rain
Erie 33 21 Snow
Eugene 52 33 Cldy
Evansville 41 25 Snow
Fairbanks 24 5 Cldy
Fargo 17 6 Clr
Flagstaff 45 20 PCldy
Flint 30 18 Snow
Fort Smith 45 25 PCldy
Fort Wayne 33 22 Snow
Fresno 62 42 PCldy
Goodland 35 16 PCldy
Grand Junction 41 18 Clr
Grand Rapids 29 19 Snow
Great Falls 48 28 Clr
Green Bay 27 14 Snow
Greensboro,N.C. 62 40 Rain

Harrisburg 43 33 Rain
Hartford Spgfld 49 30 Cldy
Helena 38 19 Clr
Honolulu 82 69 Clr
Houston 64 41 Cldy
Huntsville 56 34 Rain
Indianapolis 36 24 Snow
Jackson,Miss. 60 35 Rain
Jacksonville 74 53 Cldy
Juneau 38 37 Snow
Kansas City 29 17 PCldy
Key West 77 64 PCldy
Knoxville 59 36 Rain
Lake Charles 67 49 Cldy
Lansing 27 16 Snow
Las Vegas 62 42 Clr
Lexington 46 28 Cldy
Lincoln 24 14 PCldy
Little Rock 48 30 Cldy
Los Angeles 70 49 PCldy
Louisville 44 28 Cldy
Lubbock 48 30 PCldy
Macon 65 44 Rain
Madison 28 15 Snow
Medford 54 33 PCldy
Memphis 50 33 Cldy
Miami Beach 78 63 Clr
Midland-Odessa 51 35 Cldy
Milwaukee 28 20 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 20 8 PCldy
Mobile 69 43 Rain
Montgomery 64 40 Rain

Nashville 45 30 Rain
New Orleans 68 46 Rain
New York City 48 34 Cldy
Newark 50 34 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 58 38 Rain
North Platte 38 10 Clr
Oklahoma City 41 26 PCldy
Omaha 24 14 PCldy
Orlando 76 57 Cldy
Paducah 43 25 Cldy
Pendleton 50 31 PCldy
Peoria 30 19 Snow
Philadelphia 48 35 Cldy
Phoenix 70 50 PCldy
Pittsburgh 38 27 Snow
Pocatello 32 13 PCldy
Portland,Maine 39 27 Cldy
Portland,Ore. 52 32 PCldy
Providence 46 34 Cldy
Pueblo 42 14 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 64 43 Rain
Rapid City 37 14 PCldy
Reno 46 26 PCldy
Richmond 57 35 Rain
Roanoke 58 39 Cldy
Rochester 33 22 Snow
Rockford 27 16 Snow
Sacramento 60 40 PCldy
St Louis 31 22 Snow
St Thomas 80 72 Clr
Salem,Ore. 53 33 Cldy
Salt Lake City 34 15 Clr

San Angelo 52 35 Cldy
San Antonio 63 43 Cldy
San Diego 66 50 PCldy
San Francisco 58 44 PCldy
San Jose 62 41 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 82 68 Clr
Santa Fe 46 22 PCldy
St Ste Marie 22 6 Cldy
Savannah 68 49 Rain
Seattle 48 37 PCldy
Shreveport 57 36 Rain
Sioux City 22 13 Cldy
Sioux Falls 19 13 Clr
South Bend 30 19 Snow
Spokane 41 23 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 32 20 Snow
Springfield,Mo. 34 21 PCldy
Syracuse 35 24 Cldy
Tallahassee 69 51 Rain
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 75 59 Cldy
Toledo 32 21 Snow
Topeka 28 17 PCldy
Tucson 69 47 PCldy
Tulsa 41 26 PCldy
Tupelo 54 32 Rain
Waco 52 34 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 49 32 Rain
W.Palm Beach 77 60 Clr
Wichita 32 21 PCldy
Wichita Falls 47 30 PCldy
Wilkes-Barre 43 30 Snow
Wilmington,Del. 49 34 Cldy
Yakima 49 28 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/
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POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY

FRANCE

SWEDEN

NORWAY

SWITZ.

ITALY

GERMANY
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BELARUS

UKRAINE

NETH.
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SPAIN
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IRELAND

BRITAIN

DENMARK

TURKEY

MOLDOVA

ROMANIA
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LATVIA
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Moscow
21/04

St. Petersburg
20/12

Kiev
24/06

Bucharest
28/10

Warsaw
29/16

Oslo
40/29

Berlin
39/34

Frankfurt
37/30

Stuttgart
43/27

Prague
35/27

Budapest
33/12

Copenhagen
39/33

Reykjavik
29/19

Dublin
48/41

Ramstein
37/30

Vienna
29/19

Geneva
45/24

Brussels
43/30

Istanbul
40/32

Athens
46/37

Souda Bay
50/42

Sigonella
53/37

Naples
52/37

Rome
54/34

Belgrade
34/22

Sarajevo
27/-02

Tirana
46/27

Pristina
27/-04

Tuzla
27/-02

Aviano
36/23

Pisa
46/32

Paris
48/39

Nice
53/36

Barcelona
57/39

Madrid
53/24

Morón
59/37

Rota
61/42

Lisbon
58/43

Izmir
43/30

London
52/47

Lakenheath
48/41

Stockholm
34/30

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers. Highs in the lower to mid 40s.
Thursday lows in the lower to upper
30s.

Britain, Ireland: Cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the upper 40s
to lower 50s. Thursday lows in the
lower to upper 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy
with dense fog overnight. Highs in
the upper 20s. Thursday lows in the
negative single digits.

France: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 40s to lower 50s. Thursday
lows in the mid to upper 30s.

Northern Germany: Partly cloudy with
isolated snowshowers. Highs in the
upper 30s to mid 40s. Thursday lows
in the lower to upper 30s.

Southern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 30s to lower 40s.
Thursday lows in the mid 20s to
lower 30s.

Hungary: Sunny. Highs in the lower
30s. Thursday lows in the lower
teens.

Northern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
mid 30s to mid 40s. Thursday lows in
the lower 20s to lower 30s.

Southern Italy: Partly to mostly
cloudy. Highs in the lower to mid 50s.
Thursday lows in the mid 30s to
lower 40s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy with dense fog
overnight. Highs in the mid to upper
20s. Thursday lows in the negative
single digits.

Norway: Cloudy with rain and snow-
showers. Highs in the lower to mid
40s. Thursday lows in the upper 20s
to upper 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the lower 50s to lower 60s.
Thursday lows in the mid 20s inland,
and upper 30s to lower 40s in
coastal regions.

Turkey: Partly cloudy with isolated rain
and snowshowers. Highs in the lower
30s inland, and lower 40s to lower
50s in coastal regions. Thursday
lows in the mid teens inland, and
lower 30s in coastal region.

European forecast for 09 February 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Chad Brink

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
52/32

Baghdad
52/33

Kuwait City
60/39

Dhahran
69/40

Dubai
73/64

Zahedan
64/31

Karachi
81/63 Bombay

88/71

New Delhi
74/53

Kandahar
56/41

Kabul
40/30

Islamabad
61/45

Mazar-e-Sharif
46/29

Ashgabat
34/24

Tehran
40/27

Hyderabad
89/64

Tel Aviv
56/43

Cairo
62/41

•
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•

•

•

•
• •

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:53AM 6:52AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:47AM        7:45AM
Sunset  (Baghdad) 5:43PM 5:44PM
Sunset  (Frankfurt) 5:34PM 5:36PM

Skopje
36/08•

•Stavanger
44/37

Lajes
62/55

First qtr.
Feb. 16

Full moon.
Feb. 24

Last qtr.
Mar. 3

New moon.
Mar. 10

L

H

L
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Happy Chinese New Year, and
welcome to the Year of the Rooster!
This year is also called the Year of
Yiyou and according to the
Chinese calendar is the
year 4702. The last Yiyou
year was 1945, which
brought the end of World
War II. Use the abundant
Aquarian energy to postu-
late the end of a conflict and
envision a brighter future.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 9). Your opti-
mism makes all things
possible. Working the kinks
out of your personal life,
perhaps with the aid of a
highly educated third party, paves
the way for beautiful relationships.
You’ll attract abundance this spring
by accepting responsibility and
embracing the habits of people
already at the next financial level.
Love signs are Leo and Cancer.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You’re holding a space open in your
life to be filled by someone yet to
arrive. At this very moment, the
person could be starting the journey
that will eventually lead to your
heart. Keep the faith.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
The early hours are filled with small,
unexceptional details that mean
nothing until seen in hindsight. Later,
all the pieces fit together, and you’ll
finally have your answer to that
mind-boggling question.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Politics heat up at work. Remember
that you aim to thrive, and that’s
what sets you apart from the others
who are merely trying to stay in the
game. Everything is easy when
you’re coming from the right frame
of mind.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). A
rapid and remarkable transformation
is featured. Perhaps you’re finally
applying the information you’ve been
gathering for weeks, and the result
is brilliant. In matters of the heart,
you are offered the naked truth.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Stakes
are higher now and continue to
elevate with the growing number of
people involved in your scene. Lead
the team, and encourage its mem-

bers to think coherently, act together
and recognize the opportunity at
hand.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Something is going terribly right in
your world! It’s crucial to acknowl-
edge this so you are inspired to

continue to create more
of the good thing — even
if you don’t know how you
created it to begin with.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You’re
being graded and will
probably react to this fact
with instinctive caution.
However, the less you
care about how others
rate you, the more likely
you are to enjoy your
work. Dare to make an

unpopular choice.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
There’s a danger of becoming too
mired in the details, semantics and
structures of business and not
having enough fun with your pro-
cess. The creative spark visits you
when you let go of needing to be
perfect.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Someone isn’t telling you the
whole truth, which prevents you
from achieving all the success you
desire. Approach opponents in a
non-threatening way. Genuine
curiosity drives you to the heart of
the matter.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You could argue forever about
whether or not a move was justified,
but the fact remains, what’s done is
done. The sooner you accept the
current circumstance, the sooner
you’ll be empowered to do some-
thing about it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Usually, you’re lighthearted about
your friendships, but something is
different now. You think hard about
your partnerships and push them to
be better. Your focus and inventive-
ness make you extraordinary.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Make a study of what it takes to do
better than everyone else. This
requires you put any prejudice you
have aside and remain as open a
possible. (If you don’t think you have
prejudices, think again! Everyone
does!)

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Tallow

5 Spotted

8 Somewhere out

there

12 Other (Sp.)

13 Falsehood

14 “The Amazing —”

15 It’s within bounds

17 Exemplar of 

thinness

18 Postulation

19 Crown of honor

21 Placekicker’s pride

22 Not barefoot

23 Vacationing

26 Contorted

28 Jacket material

31 TV dinner veggies

33 Pouch

35 “Smooth Operator”

singer

36 Macrame work

38 Greek consonants

40 Money of Albania

41 Kuralt’s beat

43 Hot tub

45 Aplenty

47 Modest

51 Gray area? (Abbr.)

52 Justice

54 Actor Rob

55 Self

56 “Clair de —”

57 Chopin companion

58 CNBC’s Insana

59 History chapters

Down
1 Too lenient

2 Beehive State

3 Where “We have

met the enemy ...”

4 Pack to the 

future?

5 St. George and

Buffy

6 Have a bug

7 “The Invisible

Man” author

8 Difficult

9 Truman’s plan

10 Wile E.’s 

supplier

11 Stagger

16 Forehead

20 Oohs’ mates

23 Make up your

mind

24 Tina of “SNL”

25 New Jersey 

town

27 Verb for Popeye

29 JFK’s

predecessor

30 “A mouse!”

32 Treated with 

disdain

34 Pad

37 Needlefish

39 Incite

42 Hold in 

abeyance

44 Full-figured

45 Guys’ partners

46 Ox of puzzledom

48 Unclear image

49 Ms. Turner

50 Sight-seers?

53 Way back when

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: My

husband of 30 years
recently confessed that
while on a business trip
overseas, a young woman
was sent to his room to
sleep with him. Rather
than turn her away, he
said he felt obligated to
let her in. According to
him, she spent the night
in the same bed, but
absolutely nothing hap-
pened. He confessed
because he felt guilty, but also
claims it was no big deal because
there was no sex or anything.

I am really upset about this.
He could have sent her away, or
if he felt so sorry for her, he
could have slept on the floor. I
believe that nothing happened,
but I find it incredible that after
30 years of marriage, he’d share
his bed with a strange woman
and then think it doesn’t merit
discussion.

I really need some feedback on
this.

— Disturbed Wife

Dear Disturbed:
Your husband may
have believed it would
insult his business
associates if he turned
the woman away.
However, there was no
reason whatsoever for
him to share his bed
with her.

Of course it merits
discussion. We admire
your confidence in his
fidelity, and think the

least he can do is let you vent
your hurt and disappointment,
and do whatever is necessary to
help you get past this.

Dear Annie: My wife,

“Donna,” often takes her cousin,
“Nan,” on trips with her. Nan
can’t afford to travel, so Donna
pays for everything — airfare,
hotel, food, etc. We are not rich.
Donna simply has a soft spot for
Nan.

Recently, due to a flight delay,
the women received travel vouch-
ers from the airline. Because
these vouchers are given to the

traveler, not the person who
purchased the ticket, Nan re-
ceived her own and has decided
to use it to take a trip with her
husband.

Don’t you think it would have
been a nice gesture for Nan to
offer the voucher to my wife? I
plan to discuss this with Donna
and suggest she be less generous
in the future. Tell me what you
think before I pour salt in her
wound.

— Don’t Walk On My Lady

Dear Don’t Walk: Yes, it would
have been good manners for Nan
to have offered the voucher to
Donna, who then most likely
would have refused to take it.
Still, unless these treats are
cutting into your budget, please
don’t interfere in your wife’s
personal choices. She will appre-
ciate your trust in her decisions.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My husband,

“Wilmer,” and I are in our mid-
50s. We’ve been married 35
years, and for the most part we
have gotten along great. Howev-
er, for about the last 12 years,
Wilmer has been on this kick that
when we’re on a road trip, he
wants me to “flash” truck-
ers. At times, he has even
tried to get me to show
everything.

I was raised to be mod-
est and have told my
husband repeatedly that I
don’t want to do it, that
the mere suggestion
makes me uncomfortable.
He says I’m not getting
any younger and I’ll
regret it someday. Last
weekend, we were on the
road again, and he want-
ed me to do the trucker thing.

When I refused, I got the silent
treatment for the rest of the trip.

After we returned home, Wilm-
er and I were in our hot tub, and
he said another trip had been
“wasted” because I wouldn’t
cooperate.

I am not a prude. I enjoy sex

with my husband, but I’m not an
exhibitionist. I have thought
about talking to my pastor, but
Wilmer would just say he’s on my
side because I believe in God and
my husband is an atheist. Please
help me.

I don’t think our sex life needs
a third party.

— Undercover Wife
in S.C.

Dear Undercover
Wife: Neither do I. What
your husband is suggest-
ing could cause a fatal
accident. Please remind
Wilmer that indecent
exposure is a crime and
that he is going to have
to get his kicks some-
where else.

Dear Abby: I’m 16

and a junior in high school. For
the past year and a half, I have
been taking ballroom dancing
lessons and was assigned a teen-
age dance partner. To make a
long story short, I fell for him. It
was a schoolgirl crush for a
while, and I would call him daily.

A few months ago, he finally

decided to date me. It didn’t last
long. After six weeks we broke
up. It turned out that he didn’t
really like me. We have sort of
gone back to being friends.

Is there any way I can get over
him quicker? I can’t pretend he’s
dead or anything. How can I get
the pain to stop so we can just be
friends? I have to ballroom dance
with him every week, and it hurts
to waltz with someone you know
doesn’t reciprocate your feelings.

— Takes Two to Tango
Dear Takes Two: The obvious

answer would be to ask your
teacher to assign you a different
partner. However, if the two of
you are dancing in competition
and it’s not practical, then you’ll
have to readjust the way you
think about the young man. When
you go to the dance floor, take a
mental step backward. Tell your-
self he is your business partner,
because in a sense that’s what he
is. It might give you a different
perspective.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Husband’s flash fetish unwelcome

Business bed antics merit a talk

Dear Abby
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AFN TV & Radio
Wednesday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Pro basketball: Toron-
to at Cleveland (dld).

AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.—Pro basketball:
Chicago at Dallas (dld).

AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—College basketball: Illi-
nois at Michigan (dld).

Thursday
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.—College basketball:

Memphis at Louisville.
AFN-Radio, 1 a.m.—Pro basketball: L.A.

Clippers at Boston.
AFN-Atlantic, 2 a.m.—Pro basketball: Den-

ver at Minnesota.
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—College basketball:

North Carolina at Duke.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—Soccer: USA men at

Trinidad and Tobago, World Cup qualifier
(dld).

AFN-Sports, noon—College basketball:
Northern Iowa at Creighton (dld).

AFN-Sports, 3 p.m.—College basketball:
North Carolina at Duke (dld).

AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.—Pro basketball: Char-
lotte at Indiana (dld).

AFN-Sports, 9 p.m.—Golf: Pebble Beach Na-
tional Pro-Am, 1st round.

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 poll

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press
men’s college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Feb. 6, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week’s
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Illinois (72) 23-0 1,800 1
2. North Carolina 19-2 1,711 2
3. Kansas 18-1 1,625 3
4. Boston College 20-0 1,561 5
5. Kentucky 17-2 1,505 6
6. Wake Forest 19-3 1,429 7
7. Duke 17-2 1,349 4
8. Syracuse 21-2 1,311 8
9. Louisville 20-3 1,262 9

10. Oklahoma St. 17-3 1,144 10
11. Washington 19-3 1,059 13
12. Arizona 19-4 983 14
13. Michigan St. 15-4 872 12
14. Gonzaga 17-4 805 17
15. Utah 19-3 686 21
16. Oklahoma 17-4 657 14
17. Alabama 17-4 648 11
18. Pittsburgh 15-4 550 16
19. Connecticut 14-5 535 23
20. Wisconsin 15-5 309 19
21. Cincinnati 17-5 250 18
22. Villanova 13-5 242 24
23. Texas 15-6 189 20
24. Pacific 18-2 173 —
25. Texas Tech 14-5 156 —

Others receiving votes: Georgia Tech 116,
Charlotte 108, Florida 97, Wichita St. 65, Min-
nesota 50, Vermont 40, Georgetown 17, Mary-
land 12, Old Dominion 12, Mississippi St. 10,
St. Mary's, Cal. 9, Nevada 8, Texas A&M 8,
George Washington 7, Iowa 7, Wis.-Milwau-
kee 6, Marquette 5, Notre Dame 5, UTEP 3,
Stanford 2, Holy Cross 1, Miami 1.

USA Today/ESPN Top 25 poll
The top 25 teams in the USA Today-ESPN

men’s college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Feb. 6, points based on 25 points for
a first-place vote, through one point for a
25th-place vote and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Illinois (31) 23-0 775 1
2. North Carolina 19-2 732 2
3. Kansas 18-1 699 3
4. Boston College 20-0 666 5
5. Kentucky 17-2 663 4
6. Wake Forest 19-3 612 7
7. Syracuse 21-2 580 8
8. Duke 17-2 551 6
9. Louisville 20-3 535 9
10. Oklahoma State 17-3 494 11
11. Washington 19-3 447 12
12. Michigan State 15-4 435 10
13. Arizona 19-4 428 13
14. Connecticut 14-5 284 20
15. Pittsburgh 15-4 273 15
15. Utah 19-3 273 22
17. Gonzaga 17-4 270 21
18. Oklahoma 17-4 262 16
19. Alabama 17-4 245 14
20. Cincinnati 17-5 154 17
21. Wisconsin 15-5 138 19
22. Texas 15-6 128 18
23. Texas Tech 14-5 72 NR
24. Pacific 18-2 71 NR
25. Villanova 13-5 50 25

Others receiving votes: Georgia Tech 48;
Florida 30; Charlotte 29; Wichita State 27;
Vermont 18; Old Dominion 13; West Virginia
12; New Mexico 10; Notre Dame 6; Minnesota
6; Southern Illinois 6; Mississippi State 5; St.
Mary's, Calif. 4; Alabama-Birmingham 4; DeP-
aul 4; Georgetown 4; Nevada 3; Texas-El
Paso 2; Iowa 2; Maryland 2; LSU 1; Denver 1;
George Washington 1.

Men’s Top 25 schedule
Tuesday’s Games

No. 1 Illinois at Michigan
No. 4 Boston College at Notre Dame
No. 5 Kentucky vs. Florida
No. 18 Pittsburgh vs. St. John’s
No. 23 Texas at Colorado

Wednesday’s Games
No. 2 North Carolina at No. 7 Duke
No. 3 Kansas at Kansas State
No. 9 Louisville vs. Memphis
No. 13 Michigan State vs. Ohio State
No. 17 Alabama at Tennessee
No. 20 Wisconsin vs. Iowa

No. 25 Texas Tech vs. Baylor
Thursday’s games

No. 6 Wake Forest vs. North Carolina State
No. 11 Washington at Oregon
No. 12 Arizona at Southern California
No. 14 Gonzaga at Pepperdine
No. 21 Cincinnati vs. Xavier
No. 24 Pacific at Idaho

Friday’s games
No games scheduled

Saturday’s games
No. 1 Illinois vs. No. 20 Wisconsin
No. 3 Kansas vs. Colorado
No. 5 Kentucky vs. Georgia
No. 6 Wake Forest vs. Florida State
No. 7 Duke at Maryland
No. 8 Syracuse at No. 22 Villanova
No. 9 Louisville vs. South Florida
No. 10 Oklahoma State at Texas A&M
No. 12 Arizona at UCLA
No. 13 Michigan State at Michigan
No. 14 Gonzaga at Loyola Marymount
No. 15 Utah vs. Colorado State
No. 16 Oklahoma at Missouri
No. 17 Alabama vs. Mississippi
No. 18 Pittsburgh vs. Notre Dame
No. 21 Cincinnati at DePaul
No. 23 Texas vs. Kansas State
No. 24 Pacific at Utah State
No. 25 Texas Tech at Iowa State

Sunday’s games
No. 2 North Carolina vs. No. 19 Connecticut

at the Hartford Civic Center
No. 11 Washington at Oregon State

Monday’s men’s scores
EAST

Brooklyn 80, Purchase 67
Caldwell 82, Wilmington, Del. 66
Canisius 71, Marist 61, OT
Charleston, W.Va. 97, Pitt.-Johnstown 85
Clarion 64, Shippensburg 57
Connecticut 74, Syracuse 66
Farmingdale 96, Staten Island 94, 2OT
Indiana, Pa. 76, Lock Haven 63
Iona 67, Rider 66
Kutztown 87, Cheyney 83
Marywood 67, Alvernia 63, OT
Millersville 87, West Chester 80
Mount St. Vincent 100, Medgar Evers 96, OT
Niagara 81, Siena 66
Ramapo 74, N.J. City 73
Rutgers-Newark 52, Montclair St. 49
Slippery Rock 60, California, Pa. 56
St. Francis, Pa. 81, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 71
St. Joseph’s, L.I. 58, CCNY 57
St. Peter’s 77, Fairfield 76, OT
Trinity, Conn. 72, Elms 65
Utica 81, Cazenovia 48
Villanova 67, Saint Joseph’s 52
Wagner 66, Cent. Connecticut St. 61

SOUTH
Alabama St. 56, MVSU 52
Anderson, S.C. 83, Queens, N.C. 79
Appalachian St. 74, W. Carolina 71
Ark.-Pine Bluff 75, Alabama A&M 74
Belmont Abbey 67, St. Andrew’s 66
Charleston Southern 56, VMI 50
Chattanooga 82, Coll. of Charleston 59
Coastal Carolina 79, Radford 61
Coker 89, Erskine 85
Davidson 70, Wofford 66
Elon 80, ETSU 72
Furman 63, The Citadel 60
Ga. Southwestern 83, North Georgia 80
Grambling St. 54, Alcorn St. 50
Hampton 81, Florida A&M 67
Kennesaw 64, S.C.-Aiken 55
Md.-Eastern Shore 88, Howard 74
Morehouse 58, Albany, Ga. 53
Morgan St. 63, N. Carolina A&T 61
Norfolk St. 69, Bethune-Cookman 49
Roanoke 84, Hampden-Sydney 75
S. Carolina St. 77, Coppin St. 72, OT
Southern U. 66, Jackson St. 65
Tusculum 100, North Greenville 68
Valdosta St. 79, North Alabama 74
Vanderbilt 90, Texas-Pan American 54
W. Kentucky 83, Fla. International 67
Winthrop 67, N.C.-Asheville 60

MIDWEST
Augsburg 85, Hamline 74
Benedictine,Ill. 81, Rockford 77, OT
Bowling Green 78, Ohio 63
Cardinal Stritch 85, Northland Baptist 72
Carleton 74, Macalester 72
Ferris St. 76, Grand Valley St. 75, OT
Gustavus Adolphus 65, Bethel, Minn. 63
Ind.-Pur.-Indpls. 66, W. Illinois 63
Mid-Am Nazarene 65, William Jewell 59
Northern St., S.D. 92, Upper Iowa 51
Park 60, Avila 48
S. Illinois 58, Drake 57
Southwest St., Minn. 93, S. Dakota St. 55
St. John’s, Minn. 59, St. Mary’s, Minn. 56
St. Thomas, Minn. 79, St. Olaf 64
Truman St. 72, Missouri-Rolla 54
UMKC 84, Utah Valley St. 77
Valparaiso 76, Chicago St. 69
Wright St. 61, Butler 55

SOUTHWEST
Ark.-Monticello 67, Harding 60
Cent. Arkansas 68, Arkansas Tech 64
Henderson St. 64, S. Arkansas 49
Houston Bapt. 88, Texas A&M-International 72
Oklahoma St. 79, Oklahoma 67
Schreiner 64, Texas Lutheran 55, OT
Texas A&M Commerce 87, Midwestern St. 61
Texas-Tyler 109, Concordia-Austin 99

U. of the Ozarks 66, Austin 61
FAR WEST

Air Force 59, Colorado St. 47
Cal St.-Fullerton 79, UC Davis 55
Denver 72, N. Colorado 53
San Diego St. 66, BYU 58
Utah 57, UNLV 53
Western St., Colo. 109, John. & Wales, Colo. 97
Wyoming 81, New Mexico 71

AP Women’s Top 25 poll
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press

women’s college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Feb. 6, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week’s
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. LSU (44) 21-1 1,100 1
2. Ohio St. 22-2 1,036 2
3. Duke 22-2 984 3
4. Stanford 21-2 978 4
5. Tennessee 18-3 925 5
6. Notre Dame 20-3 873 6
7. Baylor 17-3 833 8
8. North Carolina 18-3 761 9
9. Michigan St. 20-3 752 10

10. Connecticut 15-5 702 11
11. Rutgers 16-5 670 7
12. Minnesota 18-4 590 14
13. Texas Tech 16-4 553 12
14. Iowa St. 18-2 473 19
15. DePaul 18-3 459 17
16. Kansas St. 17-4 449 15
17. Texas 13-7 377 13
18. Georgia 18-6 342 18
19. Maryland 16-5 274 20
20. Temple 18-3 249 22
21. Vanderbilt 16-5 207 21
22. Boston College 15-5 196 16
23. N.C. State 16-5 146 25
24. Wis.-Green Bay 20-2 90 —
25. Penn St. 14-8 77 23

Others receiving votes: New Mexico 48,
Florida St. 35, Purdue 20, Virginia Tech 18,
Gonzaga 13, UCLA 13, TCU 12, Virginia 12,
Charlotte 9, Houston 6, Southern Cal 4, Chat-
tanooga 2, Iowa 3, Louisiana Tech 2, Louis-
ville 2, Richmond 2, Utah 2, Nebraska 1.

Women’s Top 25 schedule
Tuesday’s game

No. 13 Texas Tech vs. No. 14 Iowa State
Wednesday’s games

No. 6 Notre Dame at Providence
No. 7 Baylor at Oklahoma
No. 10 Connecticut vs. No. 22 Boston Col-

lege
No. 11 Rutgers at Seton Hall
No. 17 Texas vs. Nebraska

Thursday’s games
No. 1 LSU vs. No. 5 Tennessee
No. 2 Ohio State vs. Michigan
No. 9 Michigan State at No. 12 Minnesota
No. 18 Georgia vs. South Carolina
No. 19 Maryland vs. Wake Forest
No. 20 Temple vs. Saint Joseph’s
No. 21 Vanderbilt vs. Auburn
No. 23 North Carolina St. at Georgia Tech
No. 24 Wisconsin-Green Bay at Detroit
No. 25 Penn State vs. Indiana

Friday’s games
No. 4 Stanford at California
No. 8 North Carolina vs. Virginia Tech
No. 15 DePaul vs. Houston

Saturday’s games
No. 6 Notre Dame vs. Georgetown
No. 7 Baylor vs. Oklahoma State
No. 14 Iowa State at Nebraska
No. 22 Boston College at Syracuse

Sunday’s games
No. 1 LSU at South Carolina
No. 2 Ohio State at Iowa
No. 3 Duke at No. 19 Maryland
No. 5 Tennessee vs. No. 21 Vanderbilt
No. 9 Michigan State at Wisconsin
No. 10 Connecticut at No. 11 Rutgers
No. 12 Minnesota vs. Purdue
No. 13 Texas Tech at No. 17 Texas
No. 15 DePaul vs. Texas Christian
No. 16 Kansas State at Oklahoma
No. 18 Georgia vs. Clemson
No. 20 Temple vs. Rhode Island
No. 25 Penn State at Illinois

Monday, Feb. 14
No. 23 North Carolina State at Miami

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

Alvernia 79, Marywood 65
Baptist Bible, Pa. 63, Misericordia 58
Cabrini 86, Eastern 65
California, Pa. 51, Slippery Rock 46
Davis & Elkins 76, S. Virginia 48
Geneva 64, Ursuline 47
Keystone 52, Lycoming 46
Kings, Pa. 60, Montclair St. 43
Kutztown 71, Cheyney 52
Lock Haven 62, Indiana, Pa. 56
Millersville 74, West Chester 61
Monmouth, N.J. 73, Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 55
NYCCT 72, Old Westbury 65
Pitt.-Johnstown 72, W. Virginia St. 63
Queens Coll. 84, Teikyo-Post 71
Quinnipiac 64, Sacred Heart 58
Ramapo 43, N.J. City 40

Robert Morris 57, St. Francis, NY 47
Shippensburg 69, Clarion 58
Siena 62, Rider 56
St. Francis, Pa. 62, Cent. Connecticut St. 54
St. Joseph’s, L.I. 52, CCNY 36
Stevens Tech 67, Baruch 56
W. Michigan 70, Buffalo 58
Wagner 57, Fairleigh Dickinson 50
Wilmington, Del. 83, Caldwell 72

SOUTH
Alabama A&M 53, Ark.-Pine Bluff 43
Alabama St. 48, MVSU 45
Alcorn St. 70, Grambling St. 64, OT
Anderson, S.C. 111, Queens, N.C. 96
Belmont Abbey 97, St. Andrew’s 76
Campbellsville 76, Martin Methodist 55
Chattanooga 67, Davidson 63
Coastal Carolina 55, Birmingham-Sou. 42
Coll. of Charleston 65, UNC-Greensboro 52
Coppin St. 70, S. Carolina St. 38
Erskine 64, Coker 38
Fla. International 66, Middle Tennessee 55
Florida Atlantic 77, Stetson 74
Georgia Southern 57, Elon 41
Georgia St. 56, Gardner-Webb 47
Hampton 72, Florida A&M 64
Howard 67, Md.-Eastern Shore 41
Jackson St. 57, Southern U. 48
Jacksonville St. 78, Utah Valley St. 67
Kennesaw 85, S.C.-Aiken 74
Lane 96, Fisk 50
Lees-McRae 69, Limestone 65
Louisville 70, Marquette 56
Maryville, Tenn. 72, Thomas More 62
Mercer 67, Campbell 57
N. Carolina A&T 113, Morgan St. 82
Norfolk St. 72, Bethune-Cookman 41
North Carolina 76, Virginia 56
North Georgia 84, Ga. Southwestern 44
Pfeiffer 64, Mount Olive 62, OT
South Florida 68, Charlotte 59
Troy 57, Lipscomb 52
UAB 75, East Carolina 70
UCF 68, Jacksonville 49
Valdosta St. 70, North Alabama 63, OT
W. Carolina 65, ETSU 60
West Florida 71, Ala.-Huntsville 48
Wofford 76, Appalachian St. 68

MIDWEST
Augsburg 70, Hamline 62
Chicago St. 56, S. Utah 53
Concordia, Moor. 85, St. Catherine 77
Culver-Stockton 62, Missouri Valley 55
DePaul 67, Cincinnati 55
Grand Valley St. 68, Ferris St. 56
Gustavus 90, Bethel, Minn. 76
Iowa Weslyn 77, Cornell, Iowa 45
Missouri-Rolla 49, Truman St. 46
Oakland, Mich. 69, Centenary 50
St. Mary’s, Minn. 61, St. Benedict 54
St. Olaf 68, St. Thomas, Minn. 67
Wayne, Mich. 85, St. Francis, Ind. 78

SOUTHWEST
Arkansas St. 66, New Orleans 44
Austin 70, U. of the Ozarks 52
Cent. Arkansas 91, Arkansas Tech 77
Harding 76, Ark.-Monticello 71
Henderson St. 66, S. Arkansas 59
Houston 74, Memphis 45
Houston Bapt. 118, Texas A&M-International 79
Langston 83, Texas Coll. 50
Oral Roberts 53, W. Illinois 48
TCU 80, Saint Louis 51
Texas-Pan American 65, Longwood 46

FAR WEST
Cal St.-Fullerton 75, UC Davis 69

Skiing
World Alpine Championships

Tuesday
At Santa Caterina Valfurva, Italy

Women
Giant Slalom

1. Anja Paerson, Sweden, 2 minute, 13.63
seconds (1:07.07-1:06.56).

2. Tanja Poutiainen, Finland, 2:13.82
(1:07.43-1:06.39).

3. Julia Mancuso, United States, 2:14.27
(1:07.79-1:06.48).

4. Martina Ertl, Germany, 2:14.31
(1:07.68-1:06.63).

5. Nicole Hosp, Austria, 2:14.38
(1:07.39-1:06.99).

6. Karen Putzer, Italy, 2:14.84
(1:07.62-1:07.22).

7. Elisabeth Goergl, Austria, 2:15.02
(1:07.93-1:07.09).

8. Genevieve Simard, Canada, 2:15.11
(1:07.66-1:07.45).

9. Maria Jose Rienda Contreras, Spain,
2:15.19 (1:07.81-1:07.38).

10. Sarka Zahrobska, Czech Republic,
2:15.66 (1:09.48-1:06.18).

11. Ingrid Jacquemod, France, 2:15.70
(1:08.35-1:07.35).

12. Anna Ottosson, Sweden, 2:15.92
(1:08.60-1:07.32).

13. Sarah Schleper, United States, 2:16.12
(1:09.02-1:07.10).

14. Marlies Schild, Austria, 2:16.48
(1:08.89-1:07.59).

14. Audrey Peltier, France, 2:16.48
(1:09.58-1:06.90).

16. Maria Pietilae-Holmner, Sweden,
2:16.59 (1:09.04-1:07.55).

17. Annemarie Gerg, Germany, 2:16.86
(1:09.12-1:07.74).

18. Marlies Oester, Switzerland, 2:16.95
(1:08.96-1:07.99).

19. Gail Kelly, Canada, 2:16.97
(1:09.30-1:07.67).

20. Ana Jelusic, Croatia, 2:17.02
(1:09.03-1:07.99).

Tennis
Hyderabad Open

Tuesday
At SAAP Stadium
Hyderabad, India

Purse: $140,000 (Tier IV)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
First Round

Mara Santangelo, Italy, def. Jelena Dokic,
Serbia-Montenegro, 7-6 (2), 6-3.

Jarmila Gajdosova, Slovakia, def. Li Ting,
China, 6-3, 6-2.

Li Na (1), China, def. Maria-Gayanay Mikae-
lian, Switzerland, 6-3, 6-3.

Maria Kirilenko (8), Russia, def. Tatiana
Poutchek, Belarus, 6-3, 6-1.

Anna-Lena Groenefeld (2), Germany, def.
Mandy Minella, Luxembourg, 6-3, 6-4.

Melinda Czink, Hungary, def. Shikha
Uberoi, United States, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-2.

Evie Dominikovic, Australia, def. Shiho
Hisamatsu, Japan, 6-0, 6-3.

Tamarine Tanasugarn (6), Thailand, def.
Akgul Amanmuradova, Uzbekistan, 6-4, 4-6,
6-1.

Sania Mirza, India, def. Delia Sescioreanu,
Romania, 6-2, 7-5.

Doubles
First Round

Anastassia Rodionova, Russia, and Maria
Emilia Salerni, Argentina, def. Tzipi Obziler
and Shahar Peer, Israel, 6-2, 6-2.

Mara Santangelo, Italy, and Andreea Vanc,
Romania, def. Ekaterina Bychkova, Russia,
and Tatiana Poutchek, Belarus, 6-2, 1-6, 6-3.

Li Ting and Sun Tian Tian (2), China, def.
Monique Adamczak and Nicole Kriz, Austra-
lia, 2-6, 6-0, 6-4.

Open Gaz de France
Monday

At Stade Pierre de Coubertin
Paris

Purse: $585,000 (Tier II)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Silvia Farina Elia (7), Italy, def. Klara
Koukalova, Czech Republic, 6-0, 6-0.

Dinara Safina, Russia, def. Karolina Sprem
(6), Croatia, 6-4, 6-2.

Mary Pierce, France, def. Anabel Medina
Garrigues, Spain, 6-1, 6-2.

Stephanie Cohen-Aloro, France, def. Maria
Elena Camerin, Italy, 7-6 (5), 6-1.

Doubles
First Round

Claire Curran, Ireland, and Kim Kilsdonk,
Netherlands, def. Iveta Benesova and Kveta
Peschke, Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-3.

Jelena Kostanic, Croatia, and Claudine
Schaul (4), Luxembourg, def. Paula Garcia,
Spain, and Caroline Schneider, Germany,
6-2, 6-4.

Stephanie Foretz and Virginie Razzano,
France, def. Servane Delobelle and Pascale
Leroy, France, 6-3, 6-1.

Open 13
Monday

At Palais des Sports de Marseille
Marseille, France

Purse: $656,000 (Intl. Series)
Surface: Hard-Indoor

Singles
First Round

Sjeng Schalken, Netherlands, def. Nikolay
Davydenko (4), Russia, 3-6, 6-4, 6-1.

Feliciano Lopez (6), Spain, def. Fernando
Verdasco, Spain, 7-5, 6-3.

Mario Ancic, Croatia, def. Dominik Hrbaty
(5), Slovakia, 6-3, 7-5.

Doubles
First Round

Jonathan Erlich and Andy Ram (3), Israel,
def. Nicolas Kiefer, Germany, and Paradorn
Srichaphan, Thailand, 6-3, 7-5.

Deals
Monday’s transactions

AUTO RACING
HENDRICK MOTORSPORTS—Named Doug

Duchardt vice president of development and
Ken Howes vice president of competition.

BASEBALL
American League

DETROIT TIGERS—Agreed to terms with OF
Magglio Ordonez on a five-year contract.

TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms
with LHP Trever Miller on a one-year con-
tract and LHP Denny Neagle on a minor
league contract.

National League
HOUSTON ASTROS—Agreed to terms with

RHP Tim Redding and RHP Pete Munro on
one-year contracts.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Agreed to terms
with RHP Bobby Bradley, RHP Jeff Miller, C
Ryan Doumit, OF Nate McLouth and OF Chris
Duffy on one-year contracts.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Agreed to
terms with 1B Larry Broadway, 3B Tony Blan-
co and INF Alejandro Machado on one-year
contracts.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

ATLANTA HAWKS—Placed F Al Harrington
on the injured list. Activated G Kenny Ander-
son from the injured list.

VOLLEYBALL
USA VOLLEYBALL—Named Lang Ping wom-

en’s coach.
COLLEGE

ORANGE BOWL—Named Peter Pruitt com-
mittee president.

ILLINOIS—Named Randy Melvin assistant
football coach.

MINNESOTA—Named Luke Tressel receiv-
ers coach.

MISSISSIPPI STATE—Promoted Reed String-
er, graduate assistant, to tight ends coach.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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Vince Carter and Jason Kidd
took it right at the short-handed
Philadelphia 76ers.

Carter scored a season-high 43
points and became the 41st NBA
player to reach 10,000 points, and
Kidd had his 62nd triple-double
in New Jersey’s 107-97 overtime
victory over the Allen Iver-
son-less 76ers on Monday night.

Carter, who had 27 first-half
points, scored
the Nets’ final
five points in
regulation to
force over-
time. He gave
New Jersey
the lead for

good early in the extra period
with his franchise record-tying
seventh three-pointer.

“He was amazing,” Kidd said.
“He was great tonight. He made
shots early, he made shots in be-
tween and he had a big shot to tie
the game on a three-point play.
He covered the whole board to-
night.”

Kidd had 22 points, a sea-
son-high 16 assists and 11 re-
bounds in leading the Nets to
their season-high fifth straight
home victory and eighth win in 11
games overall.

Iverson, the NBA scoring lead-
er, missed the game because of
flulike symptoms.

Carter, acquired from Toronto
in December, also had a sea-
son-high 14 rebounds.

“I’ve seen what he can do as an
opponent. Now as a teammate,
he’s everything I thought he
could be,” Kidd said. “The future
is very bright once people under-
stand he’s back and playing at a
very high level.”

Coming off a 41-point game
against Detroit on Saturday, Cart-
er is the first Nets player with con-
secutive 40-point games since
Super John Williamson in 1978.

“The team has a lot of confi-
dence in me to make things hap-
pen,” Carter said.

New Jersey overcame an
eight-point deficit with 5:46 to
play in regulation, and survived a
28-point effort by Iverson’s re-
placement, Willie Green.

Kenny Thomas added 21 points

for the 76ers, who made just two
field goals in the final 10:44 of reg-
ulation and overtime.

The 76ers are 1-5 without Iver-
son this season.

Wizards 108, Pacers 104: At
Washington, Gilbert Arenas
matched his career high with 43
points, and combined with
Antawn Jamison to score 19 of
the Wizards’ final 21 points.

Jamison finished with 20
points. Jermaine O’Neal scored
30 points for the Pacers, and
Stephen Jackson had 29 — 22 in
the second half.

Heat 105, Warriors 96: At
Miami, Shaquille O’Neal had 27
points and 14 rebounds, and the
Heat overcame a rare ragged per-
formance by Dwyane Wade to
win for the sixth time in seven
games.

Wade failed to score in the first
18 minutes, committed eight turn-
overs, drew a technical foul, shot
5-for-18 and finished with 18
points — 5.6 below his average.

Hawks 114, Lakers 108: At
Atlanta, Antoine Walker made
two baskets in the last two min-
utes, and Tony Delk hit eight free
throws in the final minute for At-
lanta.

The Lakers, down by 29 in the
second quarter, cut the Hawks’
lead to a point before Walker and
Delk took control. Walker had 26
points, and Delk added 25.

Lamar Odom had 28 points for
Los Angeles, 2-6 in its past eight
games.

Knicks 102, Jazz 99 (OT): Ste-
phon Marbury scored 30 points,
including New York’s last six in
overtime, to help the Knicks snap
a nine-game road losing streak.

BY JOHN NADEL

The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — If Karl Malone de-
cides to play again, it probably will be for
the San Antonio Spurs, his agent said Mon-
day.

Malone will make an announcement
about his future before the All-Star break.
The All-Star Game is Feb. 20 in Denver.

“If he would choose to play, the likeliest
candidate would be the Spurs, which is a
team he almost played for a year and a
half ago,” Dwight Manley said. “He’s al-
ready basically retired because he’s not
playing. That would be a big step for him,
to essentially come out of quasi-retire-
ment and play.

“There are two possibilities. He’s
leaned toward staying where he already
is. Where he goes forward, only he knows.
He’ll say that real soon. I’m not in the job
of speculating. It’s out of my hands. It’s
going to be what it’s going to be.”

Manley said that Malone, who under-
went knee surgery last summer, is healthy
and works out every day, but has not been
playing basketball.

The 41-year-old Malone is the sec-
ond-leading scorer in NBA history, 1,459
points behind Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Mal-
one played 18 seasons for Utah before join-
ing the Lakers for the 2003-2004 season at
a greatly reduced salary, saying he want-
ed to win a championship before retire-
ment.

He missed 39 games last season after in-
juring his right knee, and was hurt again
during the playoffs, missing the last three
games of the NBA Finals, all of which the
Lakers lost to the Detroit Pistons.

Malone opted out of his $1.65 million
contract after last season, making him a
free agent. He and his family live in near-
by Newport Beach.

San Antonio coach Gregg Popovich said
last Thursday he hadn’t spoken with Mal-
one since the Christmas holidays, but
made it clear the Spurs were interested in
his services.

“He’s got to decide if he wants to play, if
the juice is there,” Popovich said before
the Spurs beat the Los Angeles Lakers

103-91. “He’s somebody we’ve been inter-
ested in for a couple of years. He’s a lead-
er — he’s got the whole package. I thought
he did a great job in the playoffs last
year.”

Malone was a key factor in the Lakers’
victories over the Spurs in the Western
Conference semifinals and the Minnesota
Timberwolves in the conference finals.

Manley said in October that his client
wasn’t ready to play, but if he returned, it
would only be with the Lakers.

That changed late last year after Mal-
one was accused by Kobe Bryant of mak-
ing a pass at his wife. Malone, through
Manley, denied the accusation and apolo-
gized to Bryant and his wife for any re-
marks she might have considered inappro-
priate.

If K. Malone returns, Spurs are likely destination

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Boston 24 24 .500 —
Philadelphia 23 25 .479 1
New Jersey 21 27 .438 3
Toronto 20 28 .417 4
New York 19 29 .396 5

Southeast Division
Miami 36 14 .720 —
Washington 28 19 .596 6½
Orlando 25 22 .532 9½
Charlotte 10 34 .227 23
Atlanta 10 37 .213 24½

Central Division
Detroit 28 19 .596 —
Cleveland 27 19 .587 ½
Chicago 22 22 .500 4½
Indiana 22 25 .468 6
Milwaukee 17 28 .378 10

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 38 10 .792 —
Dallas 31 15 .674 6
Houston 28 21 .571 10½
Memphis 27 21 .563 11
New Orleans 8 39 .170 29½

Northwest Division
Seattle 32 13 .711 —
Minnesota 24 24 .500 9½
Denver 21 26 .447 12
Portland 20 26 .435 12½
Utah 16 32 .333 17½

Pacific Division
Phoenix 38 11 .776 —
Sacramento 32 15 .681 5
L.A. Lakers 24 22 .522 12½
L.A. Clippers 23 25 .479 14½
Golden State 13 35 .271 24½

Monday’s games
Washington 108, Indiana 104
Atlanta 114, L.A. Lakers 108
Miami 105, Golden State 96
New Jersey 107, Philadelphia 97, OT
New York 102, Utah 99, OT

Tuesday’s games
Toronto at Cleveland
Golden State at Orlando
San Antonio at Charlotte
Boston at Milwaukee
Minnesota at Memphis
Chicago at Dallas
Utah at Denver
Phoenix at Sacramento
New Orleans at Seattle

Wednesday’s games
Milwaukee at Toronto
L.A. Clippers at Boston
Charlotte at Indiana
San Antonio at Washington
Memphis at Philadelphia
Miami at New York
L.A. Lakers at New Jersey
Denver at Minnesota
Chicago at Houston
New Orleans at Portland

Thursday’s games
Atlanta at Orlando
L.A. Lakers at Detroit
Sacramento at Seattle

Monday
Wizards 108, Pacers 104

INDIANA — Jackson 11-20 2-2 29, O'Neal
10-17 10-12 30, Foster 6-10 2-4 14, Miller 3-5
0-0 8, Johnson 3-8 2-2 8, F.Jones 2-9 2-2 6, Gill
1-4 3-4 5, Pollard 1-1 0-0 2, Croshere 0-6 2-2 2,
J.Jones 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-80 23-28 104.

WASHINGTON — Jamison 11-21 2-6 24, Jef-
fries 2-4 2-6 6, Haywood 2-5 1-4 5, Hayes 4-9
1-1 10, Arenas 15-28 10-13 43, Thomas 2-5 2-3
6, Dixon 3-5 4-4 11, Ruffin 0-1 0-0 0, Blake 1-3
0-0 3. Totals 40-81 22-37 108.

Indiana 34 19 29 22—104
Washington 27 29 22 30—108
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 7-19 (Jackson

5-7, Miller 2-3, Johnson 0-1, F.Jones 0-2, Gill
0-2, Croshere 0-4), Washington 6-11 (Arenas
3-5, Dixon 1-1, Blake 1-1, Hayes 1-3, Jamison
0-1). Fouled Out—Foster, Ruffin. Rebound-
s—Indiana 50 (O'Neal 13), Washington 54
(Arenas 9). Assists—Indiana 20 (Johnson 7),
Washington 17 (Arenas 6). Total Fouls—Indi-
ana 24, Washington 18. A—14,804. (20,173).

Hawks 114, Lakers 108
L.A. LAKERS — Jones 0-2 3-3 3, Odom 8-15

12-20 28, Mihm 0-1 0-0 0, Atkins 8-20 6-8 25,
C.Butler 3-7 0-0 6, Cook 5-9 0-0 13, Walton 0-1
0-0 0, Brown 8-16 9-11 27, Grant 0-0 0-0 0, Vu-
jacic 1-2 0-0 2, Medvedenko 1-3 2-2 4. Totals
34-76 32-44 108.

ATLANTA — Childress 8-10 3-3 19, Walker
10-15 6-10 26, Ekezie 2-5 1-1 5, Anderson 2-7
1-2 5, Diaw 4-9 0-0 8, Drobnjak 1-2 0-0 2,
D.Smith 4-6 3-4 11, Delk 7-20 8-9 25, Ivey 3-7
0-1 6, Collier 3-7 1-1 7. Totals 44-88 23-31 114.

L.A. Lakers 15 30 24 39—108
Atlanta 31 31 17 35—114
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Lakers 8-23 (Cook

3-5, Atkins 3-10, Brown 2-3, Walton 0-1, Odom
0-1, Vujacic 0-1, Jones 0-2), Atlanta 3-8 (Delk
3-8). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—L.A. Lak-
ers 48 (Cook 10), Atlanta 58 (Childress 11).
Assists—L.A. Lakers 12 (Atkins 5), Atlanta 23
(Delk 8). Total Fouls—L.A. Lakers 29, Atlanta
33. Technicals—L.A. Lakers Defensive Three
Second. A—15,633. (19,445).

Heat 105, Warriors 96
GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 10-15 3-4 26,

Fisher 8-19 5-6 22, Foyle 1-4 0-0 2, Claxton
7-18 2-4 16, Richardson 9-22 2-2 21, Davis 0-0
0-0 0, Pietrus 0-4 0-0 0, Najera 0-1 0-0 0,
Cabarkapa 4-5 1-2 9. Totals 39-88 13-18 96.

MIAMI — E.Jones 9-12 3-5 22, Haslem 4-7
1-2 9, O'Neal 13-22 1-7 27, D.Jones 3-7 5-5 12,
Wade 5-18 8-9 18, Butler 2-3 1-1 6, Dooling 2-6
1-2 5, Doleac 3-5 0-0 6, Anderson 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 41-80 20-31 105.

Golden State 25 25 22 24— 96
Miami 28 23 30 24—105
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 5-16 (Dun-

leavy 3-5, Fisher 1-4, Richardson 1-5, Claxton
0-1, Pietrus 0-1), Miami 3-7 (Butler 1-1,
D.Jones 1-2, E.Jones 1-3, Dooling 0-1). Fouled
Out—None. Rebounds—Golden State 40 (Dun-
leavy 7), Miami 64 (O'Neal 14). Assists—Gold-
en State 25 (Claxton 9), Miami 20 (O'Neal 6).
Total Fouls—Golden State 24, Miami 16. Tech-
nicals—Miami Defensive Three Second,
Wade. A—19,078. (19,600).

Nets 107, 76ers 97 (OT)
PHILADELPHIA — Korver 4-12 0-1 11, K.Tho-

mas 8-16 5-6 21, Dalembert 5-10 0-0 10, Iguoda-
la 1-6 0-0 2, Green 10-15 7-10 28, Salmons 1-2
0-0 2, Williamson 5-12 1-2 11, McKie 0-0 0-0 0,
Jackson 4-6 4-4 12. Totals 38-79 17-23 97.

NEW JERSEY — Carter 14-32 8-9 43, Collins
4-6 1-1 9, Krstic 2-8 1-3 5, Vaughn 2-4 2-2 6,
Kidd 7-18 4-4 22, Smith 1-2 1-2 3, B.Thomas
1-6 0-0 3, Best 1-2 0-0 2, Mercer 7-12 0-0 14,
Campbell 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 39-90 17-21 107.

Philadelphia 26 21 33 13 4— 97
New Jersey 25 29 19 20 14—107
Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 4-14 (Kor-

ver 3-10, Green 1-2, Salmons 0-1, Iguodala
0-1), New Jersey 12-32 (Carter 7-16, Kidd
4-11, B.Thomas 1-5). Fouled Out—Collins. Re-
bounds—Philadelphia 52 (Korver 10), New
Jersey 50 (Carter 14). Assists—Philadelphia
23 (Green 6), New Jersey 29 (Kidd 16). Total
Fouls—Philadelphia 24, New Jersey 23. Tech-
nicals—Carter. A—13,461. (19,860).

Knicks 102, Jazz 99 (OT)
NEW YORK — T.Thomas 0-3 5-8 5, K.Tho-

mas 7-14 2-2 16, Mohammed 3-5 2-4 8, Mar-
bury 11-23 6-6 30, Ariza 4-7 6-6 14, Sweetney
6-7 3-5 15, Hardaway 3-11 7-8 13, Brewer 0-1
0-0 0, Baker 0-1 1-2 1, Sundov 0-1 0-0 0. Totals
34-73 32-41 102.

UTAH — Kirilenko 8-16 8-12 25, Boozer 1-6
3-4 5, Collins 1-2 2-4 4, Lopez 2-5 0-1 4, Snyder
4-9 4-4 13, Okur 2-4 3-6 7, Harpring 4-8 4-4 12,
Bell 7-10 2-4 16, Borchardt 1-2 2-2 4, Eisley 0-3
0-0 0, Giricek 2-2 2-2 7, Humphries 1-2 0-1 2.
Totals 33-69 30-44 99.

New York 24 28 26 13 11—102
Utah 29 24 16 22 8— 99
Three-Point Goals—New York 2-9 (Mar-

bury 2-6, Hardaway 0-1, T.Thomas 0-1, Brew-
er 0-1), Utah 3-13 (Giricek 1-1, Snyder 1-2, Kir-
ilenko 1-5, Okur 0-1, Lopez 0-2, Bell 0-2).
Fouled Out—Sweetney, T.Thomas, Boozer.
Rebounds—New York 51 (Sweetney 9), Utah
47 (Kirilenko 9). Assists—New York 17 (Mar-
bury 8), Utah 25 (Lopez 7). Total Fouls—New
York 36, Utah 31. A—18,584. (19,911).

Leaders
Through Feb. 6

Scoring
 G FG FT PTS AVG

Iverson, Phil. 42 407 349 1210 28.8
Bryant, LAL 34 285 298 934 27.5
Nowitzki, Dall. 45 396 357 1207 26.8
O'Neal, Ind. 30 288 218 795 26.5
Stoudemire, Phoe. 49 467 343 1277 26.1
McGrady, Hou. 46 416 259 1187 25.8
James, Clev. 44 422 229 1115 25.3
Arenas, Wash. 44 339 282 1070 24.3
Allen, Sea. 43 347 225 1031 24.0

Rebounds
 G OFF DEF TOT AVG

Garnett, Minn. 48 152 531 683 14.2
B. Wallace, Det. 39 150 314 464 11.9
Duncan, S.A. 48 159 405 564 11.8
Murphy, G.S. 42 144 327 471 11.2
Okafor, Char. 41 163 291 454 11.1

Assists
 G AST AVG

Nash, Phoe. 46 512 11.1
Knight, Char. 33 299 9.1
Marbury, N.Y. 47 384 8.2

Carter, Kidd double team
Iverson-less 76ers in OT

AP

Nets guard Vince Carter shoots over the 76ers’ Aaron McKie during the

second quarter. Carter scored a season-high 43 points for New Jersey.
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FORT COLLINS, Colo. —
Dan Nwaelele scored 18 points
and Air Force hit 10
three-pointers to beat Colorado
State 59-47 Monday night.

Antoine Hood added 15
points as Air Force (15-8, 6-2
Mountain West Conference) re-
mained two games back of
Utah for the conference lead.
The Falcons were 10-for-28 on
three-pointers in completing
the season sweep of Colorado
State and winning their third
in four games.

Matt Nelson led Colorado
State (9-12, 1-7) with 18 points
and eight rebounds, his
19th-straight game in double
figures. The Rams had 21 turn-
overs in losing their sixth
straight game.

Trailing 22-18 at the break,
Air Force hit its first five
three-pointers of the second
half. A free throw by Stuart
Creason and dunk by Michael
Morris off a steal got Colorado
State as close as 40-36 with
6:11 left.

BY JOHN KEKIS

The Associated Press

SYRACUSE, N.Y. — Jim Calhoun was beginning
to have some doubts about his Connecticut Huskies
after they lost three of their first seven Big East
games. Now, the defending national champions are
emerging as a team to be feared.

“We’re young and have paid that price during the
season,” Calhoun said Monday night after No. 19
Connecticut, which starts a junior, three sopho-
mores and a freshman, handed eighth-ranked Syra-
cuse its first home loss in nearly a year.

“We’re making some progress, and to make
progress here against a program, coach and players,
four who won a national championship, it’s the big-
gest win we have had this year,” he said.

Sophomore forward Charlie Villanueva led the
way with 21 points and 10 rebounds, and Connecti-
cut closed the game with a 9-1 run for a 74-66 victo-
ry, ending the Orange’s 16-game home winning
streak.

The last time Syracuse (21-3, 8-2 Big East) lost in
the Carrier Dome was last Feb. 16 to Notre Dame.

Villanueva outscored Syracuse 7-5 over the final
eight minutes as the Huskies (15-5, 7-3) won for the
fourth time in five games.

That was a dramatic turnaround from his previ-
ous game — Calhoun said Villanueva was in tears
after scoring just three points in Connecticut’s win
over St. John’s on Saturday.

“This was a huge win for us,” said Villanueva,
whose reverse layup put the Huskies up for good,
67-65, with 2:47 left and sent Terrence Roberts to
the Syracuse bench with his fifth foul. “For me per-
sonally, it was as huge as it gets. This was a big
game in a tough place to play.”

Foul trouble plagued Syracuse in the final min-
utes. Hakim Warrick, the team’s leading scorer, was
called for his fourth foul with 11:44 remaining. Just
more than a minute later, center Darryl Watkins
picked up his fourth, then Josh Pace and Roberts
joined them. Overall, the Orange were called for 24
fouls and Warrick missed 5:40 of the second half.
Connecticut was called for 15 fouls, only six in the
second half.

“I feel like just screaming and beating everybody
up. We let one slip away,” said junior guard Gerry
McNamara, who was hounded relentlessly by the
Connecticut defense and scored just nine points, 10
below his average in conference play.

“I looked at the scoreboard once and our five play-
ers on the court had 17 fouls,” he said. “It’s tough to
play aggressive.”

Freshman Rudy Gay added 18 points for Connecti-
cut, and Marcus Williams had nine points and six as-
sists.

Warrick had 16 points, but only three in the second
half. Pace finished with 14, and Roberts had 12.

The game was a matchup of the last two national
champions and matched two of the winningest
coaches in the sport’s history.

Calhoun has 695 victories, two behind Jim Boe-
heim.

When Warrick went to the bench after picking up
his fourth foul, Syracuse was ahead 53-52. The Or-
ange built the lead to 61-56 when McNamara drove
the lane and fed Watkins for a thunderous, two-hand-
ed dunk with 8:10 left.

Villanueva then scored the first three points of a
9-0 run that put the Huskies in command. Williams
drove the lane and scored over Watkins to put Con-
necticut up 63-61 with 5:24 left, and Villanueva
capped the spurt a minute later with a flip off the
backboard with Watkins defending again.

Billy Edelin hit a jumper for Syracuse 28 seconds
later and Pace was credited with a basket on a goalt-
ending call to tie it at 65 with 3:15 left.

But Syracuse, which lost for the second time in
three games, came up empty on its next five posses-
sions as Pace and Edelin, key members of the 2003
championship team, committed costly turnovers
with errant passes.

“We tried to get the ball to Hak at the end of the
game,” Boeheim said. “But we made two turnovers
trying to go to the post, and that was the ballgame.
We have been very good down the stretch, but every
game down the stretch you’re not always going to
make the right plays. I thought we played as hard as
we played all year.”

The Associated Press

STILLWATER, Okla. — Okla-
homa State is feeling confident
again.

JamesOn Curry and Joey Gra-
ham scored 22 points each, and
the 10th-ranked Cowboys beat
No. 16 Oklahoma 79-67 on Mon-
day night for their fourth straight
victory.

“I think we’re at the point now
where we can start running up
and down on teams,” Graham
said.

The Cowboys (18-3, 8-2 Big 12),
who won 13 of their first 14, stum-
bled briefly with two losses in
their next three. But a big win
against the Sooners showed that
Oklahoma State is again on track.

“I think those first two losses
were a wake-up call for us,” Gra-
ham said. “It was just a matter for
us where we just started clicking
and running.”

Curry sparked an 11-2 surge
with an offensive rebound put-
back and a long jumper from just
inside the three-point line. Lucas
followed with a fast-break layup,
Graham hit a baseline jumper
and Lucas capped it with a
three-pointer from the right wing

to push the lead to 48-39 with 15½
minutes left.

Another three by Curry
stretched it to 53-43, and after an
offensive foul call against Oklaho-
ma’s Taj Gray, Curry walked to-
ward the student section pointing
to his ear for the already noisy
crowd in a sold-out Gallagher-Iba
Arena to raise the volume even
more.

Back-to-back baskets by Kevin
Bookout and Johnnie Gilbert
brought Oklahoma (17-5, 6-3)
within four at 60-56, but the Cow-
boys had an answer. Lucas hit a
three-pointer off an inbounds
play and Stephen Graham got the
crowd back involved with a
two-handed jam off his brother’s
alley-oop pass.

Joey Graham added a
right-hander in the lane, and
pushed the lead to 73-59 with just
under three minutes left by driv-
ing the baseline for a layup. After
that, the Cowboys were able to
drain the clock as the Sooners
didn’t try to foul.

The Cowboys’ winning streak
started after a loss to Oklahoma
two weeks ago in which Curry
had only two points and four fouls
in 17 minutes. He made his first
career start in the Cowboys’ next
contest, and the move has made a
difference. In four starts, Curry is
averaging 16.5 points. His 22
points tied a career high.

“It let me know some of my
work’s been paying off,” Curry
said. “I’ve been working hard
every day, and they’re noticing
what I do.”

No. 15 Utah 57, UNLV 53: At
Las Vegas, Bryant Markson
scored 19 points and Utah over-
came an off night by Andrew
Bogut to extend its winning
streak to 15 games.

The Utes (20-3, 8-0 Mountain
West) only led by one with less
than a minute to play but closed
the game by making four of six
foul shots.

The Rebels (9-11, 2-6) mounted
a spirited comeback late in the
second half, going on an 11-2 run
that was capped by Louis Amund-
son’s dunk to cut the deficit to
52-48 with 4:07 left.

Michael Umeh then converted

a three-point play off a turnover
with 2:15 remaining to trim the
margin to one, but Utah hung on
from there.

Bogut finished with 14 points,
six below his average. The 7-foot
sophomore from Australia was
limited to four rebounds.

Odartey Blankson led UNLV
with 18 points.

No. 22 Villanova 67, Saint Jo-
seph’s 52: At Philadelphia,
Jason Fraser had 14 points and 14
rebounds, and Villanova with-
stood a second-half rally by Saint
Joseph’s.

With the sweltering Palestra
rocking in the latest meeting be-
tween these local rivals, the
crowd at the famed home of the
Big 5 saw another wild one in the
series’ 84-year history.

Villanova (14-5) used a
full-court press, hustling guard
play and the best game of the sea-
son from the oft-injured Fraser to
take a 21-point lead midway
through the second half. The Wild-
cats then hung on for their fifth
win in six games.

Curtis Sumpter scored 15
points for Villanova.

Pat Carroll and Chet Stachitas
each scored 16 for the Hawks
(11-9).

Air Force
sweeps
Colo. St.

AP

Syracuse’s Hakim Warrick drives the baseline against Connecticut’s

Josh Boone during the first half in Syracuse, N.Y., on Monday.

Cowboys build confidence with win over Sooners

Huskies snap Syracuse’s
16-game home win streak
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BY JOE KAY

The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — They can’t get
the last shot to go down.

Three times in the last three
weeks, the 21st-ranked Cincin-
nati Bearcats have had a chance
to tie or win in the closing sec-
onds.

All three times, they called a
timeout, set up a play, came out
and missed the shot.

It’s fast becoming their epi-
taph.

The Bearcats (17-5) have be-
come a long shot to win another
Conference USA regular-season
title because they fade at the end.

Armein Kirkland missed a
15-foot jumper in the closing sec-
onds of a 91-90 loss at Charlotte
on Saturday, dropping Cincinnati
into a three-way tie for fourth
place.

“I just feel we shouldn’t have
been in that position in the first
place,” Kirkland said Monday.
“We shouldn’t have to be trying to
win the game. We should already
be in position where we don’t
have to depend on the last shot.”

They seem to wind up in the
same place.

The Bearcats blew a 17-point
lead against Louisville on Jan. 15,
falling behind 69-66. They had a
chance to tie it with a three-point-
er, but point guard Jihad Muham-
mad dribbled too long and wound
up forcing a long shot that
smacked harmlessly off the back-
board at the buzzer.

A week later, power forward
Jason Maxiell missed a baseline

jumper, and Cincinnati was
forced to foul in the closing sec-
onds of a 74-70 loss to Wake For-
est. The loss at Charlotte left
them 0-for-3 on game-deciding
shots.

“I don’t understand why we
haven’t been able to be in better

position at the end of the game,”
Kirkland said. “Hopefully, we
can turn that around starting
Thursday.”

Their annual rivalry game
against Xavier (11-8) has turned
into much more than a point of
pride. The Bearcats can’t afford

to dig themselves into a rut the
way they did a year ago.

Cincinnati was coming off a
three-point loss to Charlotte when
it played Xavier last season. The
Musketeers were only 10-9 at the
time, struggling to find them-
selves. They fell behind by 11 in
the opening minutes on their
home court, then rallied for a
71-69 win that ended with anoth-
er Bearcats miscue.

Lionel Chalmers hit a fade-
away jumper over Eric Hicks
with 27 seconds left, putting Xavi-
er ahead. Cincinnati called a time-
out, but couldn’t even get off a
last shot. Nick Williams’ cross-
court pass flew over Kirkland’s
head and landed out of bounds
with 4.9 seconds left.

That loss sent the Bearcats into
a funk — four losses in six games.
They never fully recovered their
swagger.

“That was a hard loss,” Will-
iams said Monday. “We felt we
were the superior team. I think
that loss really hurt everybody’s
confidence as a whole. I think it af-
fected us the rest of the season.”

By contrast, Xavier’s
come-from-behind win got the
Musketeers on a roll that didn’t
end until the final eight of the
NCAA tournament. That one
game made all the difference for
Xavier.

“Aw, man, did it!” Hicks said
Monday. “I’m not trash-talking
now, but if we can go ahead and
win, maybe we can do like they
did last year, get us going.

“We just need to get this bad
taste out of our mouths. We’ve got
a bad taste in our mouths right
now.”

BY AARON BEARD

The Associated Press

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — As a high
school senior, Jackie Manuel watched
North Carolina earn a No. 1 ranking,
finish tied for first in the Atlantic
Coast Conference and reach the
NCAA tournament.

Standard stuff for anyone wearing
a Tar Heels jersey, he figured.

Instead, Manuel, Jawad Williams
and Melvin Scott walked in as fresh-
men to probably the most turbulent
time the storied program has known.
That included an 8-20 season, missed
NCAA tournament bids and an ugly
coaching change.

Now, with North Carolina ranked
No. 2 heading into Wednesday’s game
at Duke, the seniors are finally having
the kind of success they expected
would be an annual occurrence.

“We just sit back and laugh at it and
say, ‘Man, it’s about time,’ ” Scott
said. “This is what it’s supposed to be
like. We were supposed to enjoy this
for four years.

“We’ve been patient and it’s our
time. If anybody deserves to win, it’s
us.”

After three years of rebuilding,
North Carolina (19-2, 8-1 ACC) is now
routinely mentioned as a favorite to
reach the Final Four.

All but one of its wins have come by
double-digit margins, with the Tar
Heels beating opponents by an aver-
age of 23 points.

The seniors have played key roles,
with Williams averaging about 15

points, Manuel starting every game
as the team’s top defensive player and
Scott shooting 39 percent from
three-point range off the bench.

But more importantly, they’re hav-
ing fun.

“I definitely think [the success]
means the most to them,” junior
David Noel said. “It’s really been a
tough road for those three guys, but
this year has been a breeze for them.
. . . I’m happy for them and hopefully
we can take them out with a bang.”

That would be quite a leap forward
from the start of their careers.

First came the eight-win season in
2001-02, the school’s first losing
record since Dean Smith’s first sea-
son in 1962. That ended a streak of 27
straight NCAA tournament appear-
ances and a 31-year run of 20-win sea-
sons.

The next year, the three had to ad-
just their roles when then-coach Matt
Doherty brought in the recruiting
class of Rashad McCants, Raymond
Felton and Sean May. That team fin-
ished 19-16 and reached the NIT quar-
terfinals, but made more headlines
when Doherty resigned after the sea-
son.

Included in the public split were re-
ports that players and parents com-
plained to athletic director Dick Bad-
dour about Doherty’s intense practic-
es and drastic mood swings.

By the time Roy Williams took over
as coach, the three had been through
everything from considering whether
to transfer to the pain of seeing the

once-proud program struggle on their
watch.

“It was crazy, a crazy time,” Man-
uel said.

Doherty said last week that he felt
badly that his first recruiting class
faced those tough years.

“No young person needs to go
through what they went through,” he
said.

Despite this year’s success, the trio
is quick to point out that the Tar
Heels have plenty left to accomplish.
Jawad Williams, Manuel and Scott
are 1-6 against the rival Blue Devils,
and are winless in three tries at Cam-
eron Indoor Stadium.

They have yet to finish among the
top three in the ACC standings, which
the Tar Heels did for 37 consecutive
seasons before the 8-20 debacle.

And then there’s the matter of hav-
ing just one NCAA tournament win at
a school with three national titles and
a record 15 appearances in the Final
Four.

“This season can’t be considered a
success just yet,” Williams said. “We
haven’t done anything. We’ve won a
few games in the regular season. It
won’t be a success until we’ve won a
national championship.”

Still, this season has been a source
of pride for Manuel, who said the se-
niors have had a big role in bringing
the program back to elite status.

“Sometimes I find myself day-
dreaming and just thinking, ‘Wow, I
can’t believe how we’re doing this sea-
son,”’ he said. “It’s just a quick
thought, and then it’s time to move
on.”

Cincinnati 0-for-3 on game-deciding shots

AP

Cincinnati’s Armein Kirkland missed a game-tying shot in the final sec-
onds in a loss to Charlotte on Saturday. It was the third time in three
weeks that the No. 21 Bearcats missed a key shot late in the game.

North Carolina seniors finally finding success

AP

North Carolina senior Melvin Scott cheers against Georgia

Tech Jan. 12. The Tar Heel’s seniors are finally enjoying

the success they expected when signing with the school.
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush was
not aware of any steroid use by Texas
Rangers players while he was a team exec-
utive, the White House said Monday.

In his upcoming book, Jose Canseco said
he introduced Rafael Palmeiro, Ivan Rod-
riguez and Juan Gonzalez to steroids after
being traded to Texas in 1992, the New
York Daily News reported. Canseco said
Bush, the Rangers’ managing partner at
the time, must have known about the
drugs.

White House press secretary Scott Mc-
Clellan said he spoke to Bush about alleged
steroid use.

“If there was, he was not aware of it at

the time,” McClel-
lan said.

“He has recog-
nized, for some
time now, that ste-
roids is a growing
problem in profes-
sional sports, par-
ticularly Major
League Baseball,”
he said. “That’s
why the president
has made address-
ing the issue a pri-
ority in his admin-
istration.”

Canseco’s book,
“Juiced: Wild Times, Rampant ’Roids,
Smash Hits, and How Baseball Got Big,”
was scheduled for release by Regan Books
on Feb. 21. Company spokeswoman Jenni-
fer Suitor told The New York Times that
the book’s release was moved up a week to
Feb. 14.

Suitor also told the newspaper in Tues-
day’s editions that Canseco’s appearance
on “60 Minutes,” originally scheduled for

Feb. 20, was moved up to Feb. 13.
Canseco, who has refused to publicly dis-

cuss the book or what it contains, told the
Times he would address the media after
the book is released.

“I will give a huge press conference, in-
ternationally and worldwide, when the
book comes out,” he said. “I’ll answer any
questions then.”

Palmeiro, now playing for Baltimore, dis-
puted Canseco’s claim.

“I categorically deny any assertion made
by Jose Canseco that I used steroids,”
Palmeiro said in a statement. “At no point
in my career have I ever used steroids, let
alone any substance banned by Major
League Baseball.

“As I have never had a personal relation-
ship with Canseco, any suggestion that he
taught me anything, about steroid use or
otherwise, is ludicrous. We were team-
mates and that was the extent of our rela-
tionship. I am saddened that he felt it neces-
sary to attempt to tarnish my image and
that of the game I love.”

Gonzalez’s agent, Alan Nero, said, “Our
immediate reaction is we feel sorry for

Jose, that he felt he had to do this for what-
ever reason. And we feel badly for every-
one he implicated in this.

“Juan has never used steroids and has
never been in favor of their use. And, in
fact, in 2000, when Major League Baseball
did its survey, Juan was in favor of testing
and was one of only two players that volun-
teered to be tested at that time,” Nero said.

Rodriguez signed with Detroit last sea-
son.

“I’m in shock,” Rodriguez told local El
Nuevo Dia newspaper for Tuesday’s edi-
tions. “He is saying things that aren’t true,
and it hurts me a lot that he would say
things like that because I’ve always had a
lot of respect for him, and I’ve even helped
him many times when things weren’t going
well for him.”

Canseco also claims he injected former
Oakland teammate Mark McGwire with
steroids. McGwire has denied using ste-
roids.

“I have always told the truth and I am
saddened I continue to face this line of
questioning,” McGwire told the Daily
News.

BY ERICA BULMAN

The Associated Press

SANTA CATERINA VALFUR-
VA, Italy — Sweden’s Anja Paer-
son proved her rapid progress in
the speed disciplines hasn’t cost
her in the technical events when
she defended her giant slalom
title for her second gold medal of
the alpine skiing world champion-
ships Tuesday.

Paerson, who claimed the
super-G title last week, hadn’t
won a giant slalom since the
World Cup season-opener last Oc-
tober.

“It is an unbelievably wonder-
ful win for me,” said Paerson,
who only added the downhill and
super-G to her repertoire last sea-
son. “It was really hard today. I
fought.

“I wasn’t so strong in giant sla-
lom this season. But it shows my
decision was right. I’m not going
to stop racing the speed events.”

The 23-year-old Swede carved
down the sun-drenched Deborah
Compagnoni course in a two-run
combined time of two minutes,
13.63 seconds.

At the finish, she performed
her trademark victory belly flop,
sending her legion of blue and yel-
low-clad fans into hysterics.

It was her third medal in four
races since the start of the cham-
pionships. She also claimed silver
in the combined event behind Jan-
ica Kostelic.

On Tuesday, Paerson led after
the opening run and entered the
second leg with the added advan-
tage that her father and coach,
Anders Paerson, set the course
under rules that rotate the job be-
tween coaches from race to race.

Paerson won last season’s over-
all World Cup after dominating
the technical races.

She is also the defending sla-
lom and giant slalom World Cup
champion. But her performance
has dipped since she began focus-
ing more on the super-G and
downhill.

She’s won only two World Cup
races this season, a slalom in
Maribor, Slovenia, this month
and the season-opening giant sla-
lom in Soelden, Austria.

“Of course, I wanted to win
more slaloms and GSs,” said Paer-
son, who like many skiers here,
was suffering from a cough and
sore throat. “I knew my results
would probably go down in the
technical disciplines after I
added the super-G and downhill.

“You can’t be top in the four dis-
ciplines all at once. It will take
time.”

Finland’s Tanja Poutiainen, the
World Cup overall and giant sla-
lom leader, finished runnerup in
2:13.82, giving the nation’s
women their first world champi-
onship medal.

“This is my first world champi-
onship medal,” said the Finn, who
is competing in her fifth worlds.
“It’s a really great feeling. I can
beat Anja in the slalom.”

Only seventh after the opening

leg, American Julia Mancuso
vaulted into third on her second
trip down, finishing in 2:14.27 and
adding a second bronze to the one
she claimed in last week’s
super-G.

“I liked the second run course a
lot better,” Mancuso said. “The
set was more my style.”

Germany’s Martina Ertl, 31,
climbed from sixth to fourth in
2:14.21 after nailing the upper sec-
tion of the course on her second
trip down.

Austrian Nicole Hosp, second
after the opening leg, dropped to
fifth after a disappointing second
run.

One of the top efforts of the day
came from Sarka Zahrobska.

Only 23rd after the opening
run, the Czech posted the fastest
second run for an aggregate time
of 2:15.66 to take the provisional
lead then watched as 13 other ski-
ers failed to match her perfor-
mance.

Zahrobska ended up 10th for
her best career giant slalom re-
sult. Kostelic, winner of the com-
bined and downhill titles here,
missed the race because of a
cough and fever. The 23-year-old
Croat still hopes to compete in Fri-
day’s slalom, team officials said.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Miami’s Dwy-
ane Wade and San Antonio’s
Manu Ginobili were among six
players picked as NBA All-Stars
for the first time when reserves
were announced Tuesday.

Gilbert Arenas and Antawn
Jamison of the Washington Wiz-
ards, Amare Stoudemire of the
Phoenix Suns, and Rashard
Lewis of the Seattle SuperSonics
also gained their first All-Star se-
lections in balloting by the NBA’s
30 head coaches.

Cleveland’s LeBron James, cho-
sen as an Eastern Conference
starter last week, is a first-time
All-Star, too. The seven first-tim-
ers fell short of the record of 10 in
2002 and 1994.

The East’s other reserves for
the Feb. 20 game in Denver are
centers Zydrunas Ilgauskas of
Cleveland and Ben Wallace of De-
troit, forward Jermaine O’Neal of
Indiana, and guard Paul Pierce of
Boston.

Guards Steve Nash of Phoenix
and Ray Allen of Seattle, and for-
wards Dirk Nowitzki of Dallas
and Shawn Marion of Phoenix
were selected for the Western
Conference team.

Among those left off the rosters
were New Jersey’s Jason Kidd,
who had played in every All-Star
game since 1998, and Orlando’s
Steve Francis, a three-time
All-Star.

A noteworthy absentee was Sac-
ramento center Brad Miller, who
apparently fell victim to Western
Conference coaches filling in
Stoudemire as a center. Coaches
were required to select two
guards, two forwards, one center
and two other players regardless
of position. They could not vote
for their own players.

The Kings also have three
other players with 11 combined
previous All-Star appearances —
Chris Webber, Peja Stojakovic
and Mike Bibby — who were left
off this year’s team.

The East’s starters are Philadel-
phia’s Allen Iverson, Miami’s
Shaquille O’Neal, New Jersey’s
Vince Carter, Orlando’s Grant
Hill and James.

Kobe Bryant of the Lakers,
Tracy McGrady and Yao Ming of
Houston, Kevin Garnett of Minne-
sota and Tim Duncan of San Anto-
nio will start for the West.

Bryant has not played since
spraining his right ankle Jan. 13.

If he is unable to play in the
All-Star game, NBA commission-
er David Stern will select his re-
placement.

Goalie says he was threatened
in game-fixing scandal

FRANKFURT, Germany — A
German goalkeeper said he was
threatened if he went public
about attempts to bribe him into
throwing a game.

The revelation by Georg Koch
of second-division Duisburg on
Tuesday is the latest develop-
ment in a scandal that has shaken
German soccer a little more than
a year before it hosts the World
Cup.

Prosecutors are investigating
25 people, including 14 players
and four referees, on suspicion of
receiving bribes to rig at least 10
games to help Croatian gamblers
collect huge winnings. Three
Croatian brothers are in custody.

Koch said he received two calls
from an unknown man last Thurs-
day warning “something would
happen” if he went public. Koch
said he was offered $25,500 to let
in two goals in last season’s final
round second-division game be-
tween Energie Cottbus and Jahn
Regensburg.

The goalkeeper said he told the
German Soccer Federation about
the bribery attempt 10 days ago,
once he became aware of the
spreading scandal.

Bush, MLB players refute Canseco claims

Canseco

Former baseball
star’s new book
details steroid use

Mancuso
captures
2nd bronze

AP

Julia Mancuso, of the U.S., speeds down the course on her way to the

bronze medal during the Giant Slalom at the World Ski Championships.

Wade, Ginobili among
list of All-Star reserves
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BY BILL REYNOLDS

The Providence Journal

Three mini-columns Super Bowl col-
umns for the price of one …

Perspective

To truly appreciate the Patriots, you
have to be old enough to remember what

they used to be like. Back
in the 1960s, when they
used to float around Bos-
ton like an unwanted
guest looking for a place
to play. Back when they

were such a distant fourth on the Boston
pro sports scene that you almost needed a
detective to find them.

To truly appreciate the Patriots you have
to remember when they used to play teams
like the Denver Broncos that had vertical
striped socks, back when there was the
real NFL on one television channel and the
Pats and the AFL on the other. Back when
the AFL almost seemed to be on the periph-
ery of American sports, back before Joe
Namath and the Jets gave it credibility in
1969.

To truly appreciate these Patriots you
have to remember the ’70s when the Patri-
ots played in that god-awful old stadium in
Foxboro, kept afloat by Billy Sullivan, al-
ways struggling for both respectability and
their place on the New England sports
scene. Back when there always seemed to
be rumors that they would be off to who
knows where, the subtext that the fran-
chise always was fragile, so different from
what the NFL was in other parts of the
country.

To truly appreciate these past few years
you have to have lived through the history,
to understand that once upon a time this
was unthinkable, as far away as the moon
and all the stars. To fully appreciate what
this franchise has accomplished you have
to understand the past, have to understand
the long, strange trip it’s been.

Black quarterbacks

Can we finally put this to rest now?
This got real tired a long time ago, one of

those issues that never seems to go away,
even though it’s no long applicable. Dono-
van McNabb. Michael Vick. Steve McNair.
Daunte Culpepper. These are four of the
top quarterbacks in the game, all Afri-
can-American, all quarterbacks any team
would be fortunate to have. So how could
anyone with even the slightest clue think
that a black player can’t be a quarterback
in the NFL?

This is not the 1980s, back when Doug
Williams playing in the Super Bowl was a
cultural landmark, a visible sign the foot-
ball world had moved out of the Paleolithic
Era. This is not 30 years ago when ugly ste-
reotypes seemed to cling to some faint life
as though they were kept alive by a respira-
tor. This is a new millennium where blacks
dominate much of football and basketball,
where it is no longer uncommon to see a
black coach having success. A new millen-
nium where the sports landscape is so dif-
ferent than it was 30 years ago.

Was anyone surprised Donovan Mc-
Nabb quarterbacked the Eagles to the
Super Bowl? Of course not.

Would anyone have been surprised if he
had won? Of course not.

So why is this even an issue anymore?

The super bowl

I can’t remember exactly when the
Super Bowl became such an orgy of ex-
cess, this blending of entertainment and
sports that says more about America than
it does about football.

But Sunday out-did itself.
Maybe it was the fact the pregame show

started on Fox at 10:30 a.m., eight hours be-
fore game time. Or that the pregame show
was the same cliche group of horrible pop

groups, complete with the frenzied fans
who seem ordered up from Central Cast-
ing. Maybe it was the fact no group seemed
to be left out in the pregame ceremony, to
the point that you almost expected a few lit-
tle puppies and kitty cats to be on the field,
too, right there with the little kids and the
military flyover and ex-presidents Bush
and Clinton, and an ex-Beatle at halftime.

Ah, America here in the new millenni-
um.

Cut through the spectacle and there’s
just more spectacle.

Somewhere in there was a football game.
Once you got around the TV commer-

cials, of course.
Maybe the Super Bowl needs all this.

Maybe when you are charging over two
millon dollars for a 30-second TV commer-
cial, there’s no such thing as too big, no
such thing as excess. Maybe that’s what
we’ve come to, everything’s a show, the
more bigger and bloated the better, the
sports equivalent of a car chase through an
exploding minefield in a movie.

It certainly seems that way, as though
it’s simply more grist for the entertain-
ment beast. A beast that constantly has to
be fed, growing bigger all the time, until it
eventually starts to devour the game itself.

If it’s true we measure a society by its
games, then what is the message of the
Super Bowl?

Makes you wonder.

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Andre Agassi is
returning to the U.S. Davis Cup
team after a five-year absence,
persuaded by a 2½-hour chat
with captain Patrick McEnroe
during dinner at a restaurant in
Las Vegas.

Agassi will try to help the Unit-
ed States win the Davis Cup for
the first time in a decade, agree-
ing to play at least in a first-round
match against Croatia on March
4-6 at Carson, Calif., the U.S. Ten-
nis Association announced Mon-
day.

The eight-time Grand Slam
tournament champion, who turns
35 in April and is a father of two,
stopped playing Davis Cup in
2000 as part of a scaled-back
schedule geared to peaking for
the majors.

He told McEnroe he wasn’t
sure if he wanted to come back to
the team unless he could commit
to playing every match. McEnroe
flew to Agassi’s hometown last
week.

“I told him, ‘Look, I’m not ex-
pecting you to do that, nor are any
of the guys on the team. Don’t cut
off your options by saying it’s all

or nothing, because we’ve never
had a year where we had the
same four guys for every
match,’ ” McEnroe said Monday
in a conference call. “I just tried
to convince him that it wasn’t a
deal-breaker.”

Agassi was a member of three

Davis Cup championship teams,
going 30-5 in singles.

Andy Roddick, who finished
2003 ranked No. 1 and won the
U.S. Open that season, is en-
trenched as the top U.S. singles
player. The second singles slot for
Davis Cup has been rotating;
Mardy Fish filled that role against
Spain. Twin brothers Bob and
Mike Bryan are the doubles team.

Hingis staying away from tour

ZURICH, Switzerland — Marti-
na Hingis, the former top player
on the women’s tennis circuit,
says she is enjoying life outside
the world of professional sport
and focusing on her private life.

Hingis, who played her first
competitive match since 2002 last
week in Pattaya, Thailand, said in
an interview published Tuesday
with the weekly magazine Sch-
weizer Illustrierte that she has no
plans to return full-time to the
tour, but will continue to play in
exhibitions and charity events.

“I have a very good life and en-
joyed all the freedom over the last
two years,” the 24 year-old Swiss
said, according to the magazine.
“I am no longer 16 or 17, and I am
no longer prepared to concen-
trate solely on world class sport.”

AP

Martina Hingis, ranked No. 1

when she retired in 2002, said

tennis has changed. “What was

good enough two years ago,

doesn’t do it anymore. Now, my

size puts me at a disadvantage.”

AP

Paul McCartney provided halftime entertain-

ment during the Super Bowl in Jacksonville.

AP

Philadelphia’s Donovan McNabb is among

the elite class of NFL quarterbacks.

The Pats – and America – are not what they used to be

AP

The Black Eyed Peas and Earth, Wind and

Fire perform prior to Super Bowl XXXIX.

Agassi will compete in Davis Cup
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BY JAMISON HENSLEY

The Baltimore Sun

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — A day
after the coronation of the latest
dynasty, the New England Patri-
ots’ reign over the NFL doesn’t ap-
pear like it will end anytime soon.

Winners of three of the past
four Super Bowls, including Sun-
day’s 24-21 victory over the Phila-
delphia Eagles at Alltel Stadium,
the Patriots only have one starter
(left guard Joe Andruzzi) sched-
uled to become an unrestricted
free agent, meaning their offense
and defense has the potential to
come back virtually intact.

The largest stumbling block to
becoming the first team to cap-
ture three consecutive Super
Bowls will be turnover on the
coaching staff, which has already
lost offensive coordinator Charlie
Weis and defensive coordinator
Romeo Crennel.

Weis will leave to become Notre
Dame’s head coach by the end of
the week, and Crennel was official-
ly announced as Cleveland
Browns’ head coach on Tuesday.

Without his two most loyal and
creative assistants, coach Bill Be-
lichick’s mastermind reputation
will be tested.

“The coaching staff issue will
be a change,” said Belichick,
whose 10-1 postseason record
ranks as the best among NFL
coaches, surpassing the legend-
ary Vince Lombardi.

“Romeo and Charlie have done
a great job. Their record speaks
for itself. With the success that
we’ve had, a large share of the
credit certainly should go to
them. We wish them well and
we’ll have to adjust.”

One of the more touching
scenes during New England’s cel-
ebration was Belichick huddling
closely with Weis and Crennel,
draping his arms around them in
a group hug.

Their coaching has been influ-
ential in the Patriots developing
into the NFL’s elite team despite
never leading the league in Pro
Bowl selections. Together, Beli-
chick, Weis and Crennel have
won 32 of their past 34 games.

“The three of us kind of looked
at each other and knew that’s the
last time we’d be together collec-
tively,” Belichick said. “It was just
a wonderful moment to be able to
share — sort of a perfect ending.”

But there doesn’t appear any
closure for the rest of the Patriots,
especially because clutch kicker
Adam Vinatieri is the team’s most
high-profile free agent. Besides Vi-
natieri and Andruzzi, other key

contributors whose contracts ex-
pire are No. 3 receiver David Pat-
ten and fullback Patrick Pass.

There is a chance that age
might become a factor for New
England.

Ten projected starters will be
30 or older, including eight on de-
fense (nose tackle Keith Traylor;
linebackers Mike Vrabel, Tedy
Bruschi, Willie McGinest, Roman
Phifer; cornerbacks Ty Law and
Tyrone Poole; and safety Rodney
Harrison). Their most versatile
player — receiver/cornerback/re-
turner Troy Brown — is consider-
ing retirement at the age of 33.

“I’m going to give myself a
good three to four weeks. Not
right now,” Brown said. “I want
to enjoy this with my team. I’m
going to take some time off, I’m
going to chill out with my family
and clear my mind. We’ll see how
it goes from there.”

Still, after bringing back less
from last season’s Super Bowl
team — just 15 of 22 starters —
the Patriots went 14-2 in the regu-
lar season and won their three
postseason games by an average
of 11.3 points.

“You always want to keep as
many of them as you can,” Beli-
chick said of his free agents.
“We’ll be facing decisions. We un-
derstand that. We haven’t ad-
dressed it yet, but we’ll address it
in due course.”

The most pressing issue in-
volves Law, their star corner-
back, whose 2005 salary cap hit is
a prohibitive $12.5 million. The
general thought is Law will have
to restructure his contract to
avoid becoming a cap cut in
March. Belichick indicated that
might not be the case.

The emergence of younger cor-
nerbacks could push out Law as
well as Poole. When those veter-
an cornerbacks went down with
injuries, rookie Randall Gay and
second-year player Asante Sam-
uel more than held their own.

“We’ll take a look at all of our
options this year,” Belichick said.

By edging the Eagles, New En-
gland claimed a spot alongside
the Green Bay Packers of the
1960s, the Pittsburgh Steelers of
the ’70s, the San Francisco 49ers
of the ’80s and the Dallas Cow-
boys of the ’90s.

The Patriots became a team for
the decade, a team for the ages.

“This is the best ever,” offen-
sive tackle Matt Light said. “We
have more heart than anyone in
the world. This is unbelievable.”

AP

Members of the New England Patriots ride in World War II-era amphibi-

ous duck boats along the parade route in Boston on Tuesday.

AP

New England receiver/cornerback

Troy Brown, 33, will consider

retiring over the next few months.

BY HOWARD ULMAN

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Three silver Super
Bowl trophies and one famous
gray sweat shirt worn by the mas-
termind who won them all took a
championship ride through the
streets of Boston on Tuesday,
passing thousands of screaming
fans giddy over their New En-
gland Patriots.

On a warm winter day,
grown-ups skipped work and kids
skipped school to stand on snow-
banks and trash cans for a
glimpse of coach Bill Belichick,
quarterback Tom Brady, Super
Bowl MVP Deion Branch and
their teammates.

“This is like a reason to skip
school, pretty much. I don’t really
like football,” said 16-year-old
Anastasia Exarchos of Shrews-
bury.

Less than 48 hours after the Pa-
triots won their third Super Bowl
in four years, a 24-21 victory over
Philadelphia on Sunday, their
whirlwind journey ended with a
“rolling rally” on World War
II-era amphibious duck boats like
the ones the Red Sox rode in their
championship celebration last fall.

In the lead vehicle, Belichick
wore his trademark sweat shirt.

He was surrounded by team
owner Robert Kraft, vice chair-
man Jonathan Kraft and player
personnel director Scott Pioli —
all clutching the team’s three
Vince Lombardi trophies.

Players and their families rode
in other duck boats, which are
usually used to carry tourists
around Boston.

“This means more than any-
thing in the world,” offensive tack-
le Matt Light told the screaming
fans. “You guys have been the

greatest fans since Day 1. This is
the best season of my life.”

Some players flapped their
arms, ridiculing the touchdown
celebration of Eagles receiver
Terrell Owens. Fans threw
T-shirts, posters and other memo-
rabilia at them to be autographed.

Defensive end Richard Sey-
mour held out his fist for fans to
gaze at his Super Bowl ring from
another year. Tight end Daniel
Graham and fullback Patrick
Pass each held up three fingers
for each championship, then
raised a fourth.

One fan held up a sign “Next
Stop Detroit.” That’s where the
next Super Bowl will be held on
Feb. 5, 2006.

Several people were led away
from the parade route in hand-
cuffs, but police couldn’t immedi-
ately say why they were detained.
Near the end of the celebration, a
fight broke out at a downtown in-

tersection and police circled the
area while ambulances were
called to the scene. It wasn’t
known whether anyone was in-
jured.

When the rally ended, Brady
embraced offensive coordinator
Charlie Weis, who is leaving to be-
come head coach at Notre Dame,
and raved about the fans’ support.

“It’s incredible. It seems very
surreal, deja vu, man,” Brady
said. “You never get sick of the
winning. You never get sick of the
fans. I tell you, it’s a great place to
play.”

Fans flocked to the parade
route hours ahead of the sched-
uled start time, using the celebra-
tion as an excuse to duck their re-
sponsibilities.

“I told my boss I’m locked up in
traffic,” said Charles Roper, of
Brockton, a 46-year-old delivery
worker at a dry-cleaning business.

Roper missed the city’s two pre-
vious Patriots parades, so Tues-
day’s celebration was his first
chance to see the players up close.

“I am very excited,” he said.
“I’m not leaving until I shake
somebody’s hand.”

Other fans did that Monday
when the Patriots arrived at
Gillette Stadium in Foxboro after
their flight from Jacksonville,
Fla. More than 2,000 were on
hand to greet them.

Tuesday’s celebration stuck to
the streets without the detour
onto the Charles River that was
part of the Red Sox rally. It was
frozen over.

Unlike the past two Patriots par-
ties, it also didn’t include a rally
on City Hall Plaza, which still has
enormous piles of snow left over
from last month’s blizzard.

Associated Press writers Jay Lindsay
and Matt Pitta contributed to this
report.

Patriots feted for

3rd time since ’01

No dropoff expected
from team of the 00’s

Annual rite
of winter –
a parade
in Boston

AP

Scott Pioli, the Patriots vice president of player personnel, left, holds

the Vince Lombardi Trophy as coach Bill Belichick waves on Tuesday.

AP

Kicker Adam Vinatieri (4) and

offensive guard Joe Andruzzi are

the only Patriots scheduled to

become unrestricted free agents

during the upcoming offseason.
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BY DAN GELSTON

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Philadelphia ex-
pects to win a Super Bowl in less time than
it took to win the NFC championship.

Playing in their first Super Bowl in 24
years wasn’t enough for the Eagles. They
want to come back and win it — quickly —
after losing 24-21 to the New England Patri-
ots on Sunday.

“We’ll get over it,” coach Andy Reid said
Monday. “We’ll get through this thing and
we’ll come back and learn from it.”

Getting back certainly won’t be easy —
just ask the NFC teams that played in the
Super Bowl this decade.

Carolina’s repeat bid was sidetracked by
a slew of injuries, and it failed to make the
playoffs this year. Tampa Bay (2003) was
the first team to follow a Super Bowl victo-
ry with consecutive losing seasons, and nei-
ther St. Louis (2002) nor New York (2001)
have returned to the conference champion-
ship game.

“I do understand the history of that, and
I know it’s a tough thing,” Reid said. “The
reason I think we can get back here is we
have a great nucleus of young players who
had a taste of this thing.”

Maybe that’s what separates the Eagles
from so many of the other teams. In this sal-
ary-cap, free-agency era, Philadelphia
(15-4) seems built to last.

They have $18 million available to
spend, and most of their best young play-
ers are signed to long-term contracts.

Corey Simon, Jermane Mayberry, Jere-
miah Trotter, Derrick Burgess, Chad
Lewis and Jon Ritchie are all unrestricted
free agents, but only losing Trotter would
be particularly damaging.

“You want to think there will be subtle
changes, but you never know how it works
out,” Reid said.

The Eagles made a big splash in the
free-agent market last year, signing Jevon

Kearse, Hugh Douglas and Trotter, and
trading for Terrell Owens.

Owens led the Eagles with 77 catches for
1,200 yards and 14 TDs, then made a stun-
ning return to play in the Super Bowl just
6½ weeks after ankle surgery. He invigo-
rated the Eagles with his swagger and de-
livered everything expected, from the elec-
tric playmaking to the outrageous antics —
including a steamy segment with actress
Nicollette Sheridan for the intro to “Mon-
day Night Football.”

Reid and team president Joe Banner
have a history of adding quality on draft
day, too. The 2002 draft brought starters
Lito Sheppard, Michael Lewis, Sheldon
Brown and Brian Westbrook, and Super
Bowl starting tight end L.J. Smith was a
second-round pick in 2003. Guard Shawn
Andrews, their 2004 first-round pick,
should slide back into the starting lineup
after his season ended with a broken leg.

While Andrews suffered his disappoint-

ment in the season opener, the Eagles deliv-
ered it to their fans in the last game.

Then again, Philadelphia fans are so
painfully used to the routine.

None of Philadelphia’s four major profes-
sional teams have won a championship
since the 76ers captured the NBA title in
1983, and they’ve won only nine titles in
more than 120 years. The last football title
came in 1960, and it took three tough losses
in the NFC championship game before
these Eagles broke through this year.

What made this Super Bowl loss so par-
ticularly painful was the puzzling clock
management and playcalling in the fourth
quarter.

Trailing by 10 points with 5:40 left in the
game, the Eagles showed little urgency.
They decided to huddle instead of using a
hurry-up offense as precious seconds
ticked away. Center Hank Fraley yelled at
his teammates to hurry back to the line of
scrimmage, only to have Donovan McNabb
call them back to the huddle.

“We did try to get it going,” Reid said of
the offense. “I can’t tell you the details, the
circumstances on why it didn’t work as
well as it should have.”

Of course, it was more than just the final
minutes that cost the Eagles their first
Super Bowl win. McNabb posted gaudy
numbers — his 357 yards passing were the
third most in Super Bowl history and he
threw three TDs — but he threw two of his
three interceptions in the fourth quarter, in-
cluding one on the Eagles’ final drive.

“Donovan was trying to make plays,”
Reid said. “He was trying to make the
plays I was giving him.”

Reid and McNabb have been linked
since Reid used his first draft pick on the
franchise quarterback. The duo have been
responsible for the most successful era in
team history, and that’s a great start. Ulti-
mately, they could be judged on Super
Bowl rings, not division titles.

“I know I have a good football team com-
ing back,” Reid said. “I’ll be ready to go
when we get back.”

Super: Losing coordinators
shouldn’t stop the Patriots

Eagles view loss as deferment on title

AP

Eagles QB Donovan McNabb leaves the field amid the Patriots’ Super Bowl celebration.

SUPER, FROM BACK PAGE

“Romeo and Charlie have done
a great job. A lot of the success
we’ve had should go to them,”
coach Bill Belichick said Monday.
“I’ve been with them both a long
time. I go back to 1981 with
Romeo and I’ll miss both of them
a lot.”

Still, Belichick is a master not
only of game-planning but of play-
er procurement. The Patriots
have a model for their players:
versatile, intelligent, selfless. Beli-
chick and personnel director
Scott Pioli find the right guys for
their system, and that system pro-
duces championships.

“Every time we play, it’s a total
effort from everyone,” said receiv-
er Deion Branch, the Super Bowl
MVP with 11 catches for 133
yards. “It’s a total organizational
effort from the top down.”

Unquestionably, Pittsburgh, In-
dianapolis, San Diego, the Jets
and Baltimore all must get better
to compete with the New England
dynasty. But none of them need to
make the quantum leap required
of an NFC team to overtake
Philly.

So that makes the Eagles the fa-
vorite for Super Bowl ’06?

Not quite. Not as long as Beli-
chick, Brady and the Patriots are
still around.

AP

Romeo Crennel is leaving the Patriots to be the Browns head coach.
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AP

American Julia Mancuso passes a gate during the first run of the women’s giant slalom in the World Alpine Ski Championships on Tuesday. She

used a strong second run to move up from seventh and win the bronze medal. Anja Paerson won gold. See story on Page 28.

Mancuso storms gate for bronze

BY BARRY WILNER

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — One of the
most impressive aspects of the Patriots’
third Super Bowl title in four years is the
string of teams they beat in the postseason.

New England defeated the Colts and
Steelers in the AFC playoffs, then edged
the Eagles in the NFL title game. Those
four teams were the best in football this
season, and all should be formidable again
come September.

Several other AFC teams — the Charg-
ers, Jets, Ravens, and possibly the Bills,
Chiefs and Jaguars — also could provide a
roadblock for the champions next season.

Philadelphia faces a far easier path in
the NFC in its bid to get back to the big
game. Other than the Eagles, who is a con-
tender to meet the AFC champion in De-
troit next February?

Perhaps Atlanta, although the Eagles
manhandled the Falcons in the NFC title
game and are eons ahead of them in talent,
organization and experience.

A healthy Carolina might be a factor, but
these Eagles match up better than they did
against the Panthers in their January ’04
playoff meeting.

Anybody else?

Some team always comes out of nowhere
to contend, but to think any NFC club is
ready to knock off the Eagles — especially
after they finally scaled their biggest hur-
dle by getting into the Super Bowl —
doesn’t make much sense right now.

“We’ll be back,” All-Pro receiver Terrell
Owens said. “We have more to do.”

And they have been through the Super
Bowl crucible.

“I think that the positive you get out of it
is that the guys got a taste of it,” coach

Andy Reid said, “and I’m sure they will
want to come back.”

Of course they want to come back, and
they probably want another shot at the Pa-
triots.

The Eagles don’t have any salary cap
woes and most of their free agents are ex-
pendable. Donovan McNabb, Brian West-
brook, Jevon Kearse, Lito Sheppard and
Michael Lewis are only approaching their
primes. Older veterans Owens, Brian
Dawkins, Jeremiah Trotter and David
Akers are coming off superb seasons.

New England hardly is falling apart, ei-
ther. While the Patriots don’t have as much
salary cap space as the Eagles, they aren’t
hard against the spending ceiling. Their
biggest questions are how well they can re-
place coordinators Romeo Crennel, now
Cleveland’s head coach, and Charlie Weis,
now at Notre Dame.

SEE SUPER ON PAGE 31
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Carter, Kidd
lift Nets past
ailing 76ers
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Eagles’ path seems smooth compared with Pats’

Road to Detroit already mapped

AP

Quarterbacks Tom Brady of the Patriots

and Donovan McNabb of the Eagles meet

after Sunday’s Super Bowl. Will they meet

again next year at Detroit’s Ford Field?

Strong finish
helps Connecticut
win at Syracuse
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